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MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCEA

Burrettes

Wash with hot soapy water, rinse thoroughly with tap water, then rinse 3-4 times with deionized water. Be sure the final rinses sheet off of the glass. Burets need to be thoroughly clean to be used for quantitative labwork.

Pipets and Volumetric Flasks

In some cases, you may need to soak the glassware overnight in soapy water. Clean pipets and volumetric flasks using warm soapy water. The glassware may require scrubbing with a brush. Rinse with tap water followed by 3-4 rinses with deionized water.

Culture Tubes  

Used culture tubes need to be sterilized prior to cleaning. The most dependable technique for sterilizing culture tubes is to autoclave it for half an hour at around 121°C (15 p.s.i. pressure). As media gets solidified on cooling, it should be poured out at the time the tubes are still hot. The tubes when emptied, must be brushed with water and detergent and then rinsed with running tap water. After this it should be rinsed with distilled water, and placed properly for drying. When tubes are filled with media that is sterilized by autoclaving, there is no need to plug until the addition of the media. Thu media and tubes are both sterilized with one step autoclaving.

Test Tubes 

Test tubes if new should be filed up with the cleaning solution and put up in a wire basket. It should then be heated up for approximately 15 minutes in an autoclave. After removing from the autoclave they should be thoroughly rinsed using a brush under running water. Then the test tubes are also rinsed using distilled water and then drained. Sometimes alcohols are also used to facilitate drying before draining is done.

