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BASIC is one of the programming languages used in computers for software development. BASIC stands for Beginners All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Codes. It is a general purpose high level programming language. The basic design philosophy of the language was and continues to be ease of use.

The original language was designed by John George Kemeny and Thomas Eugene Kurtz at the Dartmouth College in 1964. During that time use of computers required writing customized software which was only done by the scientists and mathematicians. The main purpose of designing the BASIC language was to provide access to non-science students and people. 

Ever since its introduction BASIC has grown and transformed a lot from simple BASIC to Tiny BASIC during 70’s. In 1975 MITS released Altair BASIC developed by Bill Gates and Paul Allen for the Company Micro-Soft. The same company that grew into today’s giant Microsoft. In 1977 Micro-Soft released Micro-Soft BASIC. As new companies entered the completion new versions of BASIC emerged. The Atari 8 bit Family introduced their Atari BASIC. Acorn Computers Limited developed BBC BASIC which was launched by the BBC. During the 80’s the home computers had ROM resident BASIC interpreter allowing the machines to directly boot into BASIC thus working as an operating system also.

IBM PC’s followed the paradigm of existing home computers in having a built in BASIC. They perhaps sourced this from IBM-Microsoft Cassette BASIC. Microsoft also developed a number of other versions for MS DOS and PC DOS including IBM Disk BASIC (BASIC D), IBM BASICA (BASIC A), GW BASIC (a version that did not need IBM ROM) and Quick BASIC. Turbo Pascal publisher Borland published Turbo BASIC in 1985 (successor versions are still being marketed by the name Power BASIC). In late 1985 and early 1986 Microsoft launched Amiga BASIC for the GUI Amiga computers although this product did not usually bear the Microsoft mark. During the late 80’s users started using other products and BASIC popularity began to drop. The main reason was that other languages were more advanced and powerful.

BASIC’s fortunes once again changed with the launching of Visual BASIC by Microsoft in 1991. Microsoft also produced VBScript in 1996 and Visual Basic.Net in 2001. During the last few years some other dialects of the BASIC have also surfaced including Bywater BASIC and True BASIC. In 1998 Macintosh launched a variant Real BASIC. More complex versions of free software BASIC include Gambas and Free BASIC.

Ever since its first launch in 1964 the language continues to evolve and is still extremely popular with programmers.
