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Therearetwomajortypesofcomputerkeyboards:BasicandExtended.

BASICKEYBOARD

TheBasickeyboardcontainsatmost,110keysandisenoughtoperformallthefunctionsthatcanbedone
onaWindowsPC.Theyrangefrom80-110keyswhichinclude;

 Typingkeys
 Anumerickeypad
 Functionkeys
 Controlkeys

Thetypingkeysincludethelettersofthealphabet,generallylaidoutinthesamepatternusedfor
typewriters.Accordingtolegend,thislayout,knownasQWERTYforitsfirstsixletters,helpedkeep
mechanicaltypewriters'metalarmsfromcollidingandjammingaspeopletyped.Somepeoplequestion
thisstory--whetherit'strueornot,theQWERTYpatternhadlongbeenastandardbythetimecomputer
keyboardscamearound. 

Thenumerickeypadisamorerecentadditiontothecomputerkeyboard.Astheuseofcomputersin
businessenvironmentsincreased,sodidtheneedforspeedydataentry.Sincealargepartofthedatawas
numbers,asetof17keys,arrangedinthesameconfigurationfoundonaddingmachinesandcalculators,
wasaddedtothekeyboard.

In1986,IBMfurtherextendedthebasickeyboardwiththeadditionoffunctionandcontrolkeys.
Applicationsandoperatingsystemscanassignspecificcommandstothefunctionkeys.Controlkeys
providecursorandscreencontrol.FourarrowkeysarrangedinaninvertedTformationbetweenthe
typingkeysandnumerickeypadmovethecursoronthescreeninsmallincrements.

EXTENDEDKEYBOARD

TheExtendedkeyboardmayhaveadditionalkeys,andthedesignvariesamongthecompanies
manufacturingthem.Theseareusuallycustomizedkeyboardsthatarespecifictocertainoperating
systemsorapplications.ThebestexampleIcanthinkof,forextendedkeyboards,istheWindows8
keyboarddesignedbyMicrosoftforusewithitsfirst“startscreen”operatingsystem.Itisalsoalarger
versionofabasiccomputerkeyboardthathasadditionalfunctionkeyswhichcanbeassignedtotrigger
regularactionssuchasprinting,connectingtotheinternetandfilesaving.

Undertheextendedwehavevariousdesignsofkeyboards;

1.FlexibleKeyboard

2.ErgonomicKeyboard

3.GamingKeyboard

4.WirelessKeyboard

5.Multimedia/InternetKeyboard

6.MembraneKeyboard

7.MechanicalKeyboard

8.VirtualKeyboard



9.LaptopKeyboard

10.ProjectionKeyboard

TheMajorDifferencesbetweenBasicandExtendedKeyboards

BASICKEYBOARD EXTENDEDKEYBOARD

Itcontainsonly110keys. Itcontainsthebasickeys(110keys)andmore.

Itisnotcustomizedforotheroperatingsystems,it

isonlyfunctionalforthewindowsoperating

system.

Itisdesignedandcustomizedtoperformon

differentoperatingsystems

Itperformsthebasicoperationsofacomputer

system.

Itperformsmorecomplicatedoperations.

Itrequireslittleornotrainingtouse. Itrequirestrainingtouse

Itislessexpensive Itisexpensive


