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Read up on the military-industrial complex and its impact on military technologies and warfare since the end of WWII. Discuss the fear of Dwight Eisenhower and the reality of his fear in the industrialisation of warfare in the 20th and 21st centuries.

There is an important  term known as military–industrial complex (MIC). It  is an alliance which is not formal, between a nation's military and the defense industry that supplies it, seen together as a vested interest which directly or indirectly influences public policy. A driving factor behind this relationship between the government and defense-minded corporations is that both sides benefit—one side from obtaining war weapons, and the other from being paid to supply them. This term is most often used in reference to the system behind the military of the United States, where it is most prevalent due to close connections between defense contractors, the Pentagon and politicians and gained popularity after a warning on its detrimental effects in the farewell address of President Dwight D. Eisenhower on January 17, 1961. 

There's also the military–industrial–congressional complex (MICC), which adds  the U.S. Congress to form a three-sided relationship termed an iron triangle.These relationships include political contributions, political approval for military spending, lobbying to support bureaucracies, and oversight of the industry; or more broadly to include the entire network of contracts and flows of money and resources among individuals as well as corporations and institutions of the defense contractors, private military contractors, The Pentagon, the Congress and executive branch. 

I also found out that President of the United States (and five-star general during World War II) Dwight D. Eisenhower used the term exclusively in his Farewell Address to the American populace on January 17, 1961 in which a excerpt is below :

"A vital element in keeping the peace is our military establishment. Our arms must be mighty, ready for instant action, so that no potential aggressor may be tempted to risk his own destruction...

This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is new in the American experience. The total influence—economic, political, even spiritual—is felt in every city, every statehouse, every office of the federal government. We recognize the imperative need for this development. Yet we must not fail to comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, resources and livelihood are all involved; so is the very structure of our society. In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military–industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists, and will persist.

We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and goals so that security and liberty may prosper together."

President Dwight Knew the repercussions of the military industrial complex that's why he was really convinced to let the American people know about it as he left office. He made us know that we must never let its  weight endanger our liberties or democratic processes. And that we should take nothing for granted and that only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods and goals so that security and liberty may do well together in strength and passion. But as it is today it is now known as the military industrial congressional complex (MICC). Back then President Dwight D. Eisenhower famously warned the public of the nation’s increasingly powerful military-industrial complex and the threat it posed to American democracy.Everyone knows that, the United States routinely outspends every other country for military and defense expenditures.

The connection the military had with this industries was with the production and supply of arms, ammunitions and armaments.  And after world war 2 the demand for weapons by the military increased as a result of an ongoing cold war with the Soviets which resulted into an arms race. President Dwight Eisenhower was worried and frustrated all through his tenure because the demand from the military to get more weapons was too high.

His realisation was to be taken note of because as of the 20th and 21st century the demand for weapons by the military has increased with different presidents having high budgets in the aspect of the military as a result of more Wars  fought like ISIS.

According to a 2014 report by the Council of Foreign Relations, in the years after World War II, national defense spending as a percentage of GDP ranged from a high of 15 percent in 1952 (during the Korean War) to a low of 3.7 percent in 2000. Military spending rose sharply again the following year, after the 9/11 terrorist attacks led to the U.S. government declaring a global war on terrorism.Military expenditures, which are included in the discretionary spending category in the federal budget, include a base budget for the U.S. Department of Defense as well as additional spending on Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) and the Global War on Terror (GWOT).

In fiscal year 2016, according to the Pew Research Center, the U.S. government spent some $604 billion on national defense, which made up 15 percent of its total spending of about $3.95 trillion.By contrast, a two-year budget deal passed by Congress and signed by President Donald Trump in February 2018 approved some $716 billion for defense spending in fiscal year 2019, compared with $605 in non-defense domestic spending.

