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Discuss critically and intelligently THREE of the challenges of the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM)

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM)  mandate was to be successful in it's ambitions but AU's lack of peacekeeping capacity and its organisational weaknesses and the dangerous conflict environment in which the mission was to be deployed, but also its lack of a civilian protection provision. Of course all these problems would obviously make it difficult for the African forces to have real impacts upon the security and humanitarian situations in a violent conflict. There were extant political conditions that threatened the  peace and security in Somalia.

There were troop contributions to AMISOM which  were initially pledged by Uganda, Nigeria, Burundi, Ghana and Malawi. Uganda pledged 1,800 troops, while Burundi Nigeria, Ghana and Malawi offered respectively 1,600; 850; 350; and about 1,000 troops (Hull and Svensson 2008: 27). AMISOM’s deployment started with the arrival in Mogadishu of two battalions from Uganda in March 2007. Soon, troop generation became a challenge, as Nigeria, Ghana and Malawi failed to honour their promises. These failures to commit troops to the oper-ation were attributed principally to the deteriorating security situation on the ground, which was aggravated further by the growing hostility of the Somali warring factions towards AMISOM, and also to the lack of peace-keeping capacity. Bogland, Egnell and Lagerström (2008: 40) have argued that: “ ... the rapidly deteriorating security situation made other potential troop contributors hesitant about the mission in Somalia and technical obstacles should, to some extent, be seen as an excuse to avoid having to go into a highly dangerous mission area ... ”

We can deduce from above that AMISOM really were faced with insufficient troops due to Nigeria, Ghana and Malawi not Fulfilling their promises to offer troops

This number of troops was still insufficient to make any meaningful contribution to ameliorating the Somali conflict trajectory. Troop contributions to AMISOM remained a major challenge, for only Uganda and Burundi actually honoured their pledges as planned. It was in December 2011 that the numbers increase slightly when AMISOM welcomed the deployment of its third contingent from Djibouti. However, troop contributions to the AU peace mission in Somalia became more challenging because these TCCs were ineffective in terms of their lack of peacekeeping experiences and resources.

One of the challenges of AMISOM was the problem of a dangerous conflict environment. Everyone knows that AMISOM is operating in a conflict environment that was initially characterised by statelessness. The stateless nature of the Somali state is explained in this context in terms of state collapse with no identifiable government that represents the whole country and commands the allegiance of the entire Somali people. And the Militarisation of the society and clan politicisation, and also the splintering of the armed insurgent groups negatively affected any hope of forging national reconciliation, which is needed in order to achieve broader political consensus for peaceful resolution of the fratricidal war. The absence of effective and sincere political process makes AMISOM’s complete operational success look utopian, at least in the interim.

Another challenge was the problem of finding an appropriate exit strategy. AMISOM also confronted the problem of how to leave Somalia. After taking into consideration its organisational weaknesses, lack of peacekeeping resources and the constant attacks on its personnel from the Islamist armed groups, the AU struggled to find an appropriate exit strategy for the African mission. This problem becomes more embedded and chronic because of differing views of the UN and key Western countries on how to go about it, and the Somalis divisive opinion on the continuing presence of foreign troops in their country. During the transitional administration, while some shades of opinion saw AMISOM’s deployment as supporting the stabilisation of the country, creating a conducive political environment for and assisting the TFG to establishing a functioning government and rebuilding the Somali state, others argued to the contrary; they saw the African mission as nothing more than the re-colonisation of Somalia and an infringement on its sovereignty.
