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This chapter talks about philosophy of social science and applied science. August comte is the philosopher who is the father of sociology and social sciences in general. Positivism rejects theoretical speculation that is not based on facts of experience as a means of obtaining knowledge. There are a lot of problems with this conception of ideal knowledge seeking enterprise. Some of the facts are: observations are concept-laden, observations are hypothesis-laden, observations are value- laden, observations are value-laden etc. In irrespective of the shortcomings of positivism, let us explicate on the idea of social science it birthed

                 Social science is an area of study dedicated to the explanation of human behaviour, interaction and manifestations, either as an individual in a society or collectively as a group including the institutions, norms and more such interactions created. There are several disciplines under social sciences which include: economics, political science, sociology, psychology etc. The history of the discipline dated back to early philosophers such as ST Augustine, Ibin khaldun, karl marx , thomas hobbes etc. Social sciences seek to employ the method of science in the investigation of social phenomena taking the human person as object of study. The objectives of this endeavours are: understanding humans in both historical and cultural development context and factors responsible for such development or change, being able to predict human behaviour based on the pattern of interaction, belief system, social norms and other factors,  influencing human behaviour, grooming it towards a socially desirable conduct and channeling collective effort towards development, discovering and manipulating if possible, the laws governing most of human behaviour and lastly advancing beyond armchair philosophy, the knowledge about the characteristic temperament associated behaviour 9f a person or group that exhibited by those engaged in an activity. Philosophy of social science arouse out of the curiosity that the central focus and the propelling motive of social science may be impossible or unachievable due to methodological mismatch. There are some problems of reasons and causes in social science 

  1. Have an invariable or constant relation in the sense that whenever the alleged cause occurs, the effect mist also occur. 

2. Be spatially contiguous that is the two events must occur in approximately the same location or at least be related by a chain of events that are spatially liked.

3. Be temporally related such that the cause precedes the effect in time just as the effect must follow continuously from the cause and 

4. Have an asymmetrical relation in that the occurrence of the alleged cause must be actual event which brings about the effect such that the effect must not be part of the original conditions that are necessary and sufficient for its own occurrence.

          Another problem is that if reasons are causes, then getting the canned beef must necessity come before going to the supermarket since causes always precede the effect they caused. Some scholars like J.S.Milli,T.M.Newcomb , August comte have argued on whether it is not better to leave reason as motive ,drive or intent and not cause.

            Finally another problem with the project of social science is that according to max weber methodology of science becomes inapplicable due to the fact that the object of study in social science is man, a rational being with freewill, desires, emotions and other sentient features that come into play in his action or reaction. All these factors undermine the notion of predictability of behaviour with which natural science is known to deduce their principles and laws


