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Therearetwomajortypesofcomputerkeyboards:

(a)Basickeyboard

(b)Extendedkeyboard

BASICKEYBOARD

Thiskeyboardcontains104keyswhichareenoughtoperform allthefunctionsthatcanbe

doneonacomputer.Itcanbebrokenintotwotypesnamely;

(i)OriginalPCkeyboard:

AlsoknownastheIBM originalPC/XTkeyboardof1983,thiskeyboardhas83keys.It

introducedthedual-functionkeypadthatswitchesbetweennumericentryandcursor

movement,whichbecamestandardonallthefull-sizekeyboardsthatfollowed.

(ii)ATkeyboard:

AlternativelyreferredtoastheModelFkeyboard,thePC/ATkeyboardisaU.S.standard

keyboardintroducedin1984byIBM.With84keys,thiskeyboarddoesnotincludethe

additionalthreeMicrosoftWindowskeysnowfoundonmanyIBM compatiblekeyboards.An

ATkeyboardmayalsobeusedtodescribeakeyboardthatusestheAT(Din5)port.TheDin5

portisrarelyusedtodaysincemostcomputersuseeitherPS/2orUSBkeyboards.

EXTENDEDKEYBOARD

Thiskeyboardmayhaveadditionalkeysandtheirdesignsvaryamongthe
companiesmanufacturingthem.Theyareusuallycustomizedkeyboardsthatare
specifictocertainoperatingsystemsorapplications.Underthisisanotherkeyboard;

(i)Enhancedkeyboard:

ThisisatypeofkeyboardthatisincludedwithalmostallPCssoldtoday.Itincludes
101keysintheU.S.versionand102keysintheEuropeanversion.Bothversionsare
recappablesothekeytopsmaybechangedforapplicationsrequiringspecialkeys.
Itsbiggestdifferencearethe12functionkeysrunningacrossthetopinsteadof10
thatrundowntheleftside.Otherchangesinclude,theadditionofextractrlkeys,alt
keysandcursorarrowkeysbetweentheletterkeysandnumerickeypadontheright
side.Theenhancedkeyboardprovidesadditionalfunctionalityformanythingssuch
asbootprocesses,alteringtextcommandsandcontrollingsoundandvideo.Priorto
themodernenhancedkeyboardandeventoday,manyfunctionalcommandshave
beenperformedwith“bulky”keyswhichshiftabitsequenceinordertoinputa
varietyofadditionalcommands.“Function”keyslikethecommand,altanddelete
keyshavealsobeeninstrumentalinexpandingthescopeofwhatausercandowith
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acomputerkeyboardbeyondjustenteringintextandnumbers.

Otherdesignsoftheenhancedkeyboardinclude:

1.FlexibleKeyboard

2.ErgonomicKeyboard

3.GamingKeyboard

4.WirelessKeyboard

5.Multimedia/InternetKeyboard

6.MembraneKeyboard

7.MechanicalKeyboard

8.VirtualKeyboard

9.LaptopKeyboard

10.ProjectionKeyboard

NOTETHAT:TheoriginalPCkeyboard,theATkeyboardandtheenhancedkeyboard
differsomewhatintheplacementofthefunctionkeys,controlkeys,returnkeyand
shiftkey.Inadditiontothesekeys,PCkeyboardsusuallycontainthefollowingkeys:
pageup,pagedown,home,end,insert,pause,num lock,scrolllock,break,capslock
andprintscreen.

DIFFRENCESBETWEENBASICANDEXTENDEDKEYBOARDS

BASICKEYBOARD EXTENDEDKEYBOARD

Has104keys Hasmorethan104keys

Donothavespecificfunctions Usuallyhavespecificfunctions/designs

HasonlyF1-F10keys HasF11&F12keys

Hasafewkeyboardtypesasby-products Hasvariouskeyboardtypesasby-products

WascreatedbyIBM inthe80s Latestversionwasreleasedin2014


