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The secondary sources of law

                 Sources of law include the primary sources and the secondary sources of law. The primary sources include:the constitution, Nigerian legislation, the Nigerian case law or judicial precedent, received English law, customary law, Islamic law and international law. Secondary sources are material that has taken a primary source and summarized it, analyzed it, combined it, rephrased it and interpreted it.  It is at least one step removed from the event or phenomenon under review.  A secondary source may try to persuade or argue a position.  Much of what you find as sources will be secondary.The secondary law may restate the law, but they also discuss, analyze, describe, explain, or critique it as well. Secondary legislation is law created by ministers (or other bodies) under powers given to them by an Act of Parliament. It is used to fill in the details of Acts (primary legislation). These details provide practical measures that enable the law to be enforced and operate in daily life.Examples:  Reports, summaries, textbooks, speeches, articles, encyclopedias and dictionaries.         

             Futhermore, A secondary source is anything that describes, interprets, evaluates, or analyzes information from primary sources. Common examples include: Books, articles and documentaries that synthesize information on a topic, Synopses and descriptions of artistic works, Encyclopedias and textbooks that summarize information and ideas, Reviews and essays that evaluate or interpret something
           When you cite a secondary source, it’s usually not to analyze it directly. Instead, you’ll probably test its arguments against new evidence or use its ideas to help formulate your own. A good place to start most research projects is with a secondary source. A secondary source is not the law. It's a commentary on the law.The important classes of legal secondary sources include: treatises, periodical articles, legal encyclopedias, ALR Annotations, Restatements, and Looseleaf services. Examples of secondary sources: Bibliographies, Biographical works, Reference book(including dictionaries, encyclopedias, and atlases), Articles from magazines, journals, and newspapers after the event, Literature reviews and review articles (e.g., movie reviews, book reviews). Secondary sources can also be found in books, journals, or Internet resources, the online catalog, the appropriate article databases, subject encyclopedias, bibliographies, and by consulting with your instructor.

             To determine if a source is primary or secondary, ask yourself: Was the source created by someone directly involved in the events you're studying (primary), or by another researcher (secondary)? Does the source provide original information (primary), or does it summarize information from other sources (secondary)? Are you directly analyzing the source itself (primary), or only using it for background information (secondary)? Some types of source are nearly always primary: works of art and literature, raw statistical data, official documents and records, and personal communications (e.g. letteurs, interviews). If you use one of these in your research, it is probably a primary source.

            In scholarship, a secondary source  is a document or recording that relates or discusses information originally presented elsewhere. A secondary source contrasts with a primary source, which is an original source of the information being discussed; a primary source can be a person with direct knowledge of a situation, or a document created by such a person. A secondary source is one that gives information about a primary source. In this source, the original information is selected, modified and arranged in a suitable format. Secondary sources involve generalization, analysis, interpretation, or evaluation of the original information. The most accurate classification for any given source is not always obvious. Primary and secondary are relative terms, and some sources may be classified as primary or secondary, depending on how they are used. A third level, the tertiary source, such as an encyclopedia or dictionary, resembles a secondary source in that it contains analysis, but attempts to provide a broad introductory overview of a topic. 

            To identify secondary literature, you can do subject searches in the Online Catalog to find books, or subject searches in article databases to find articles. The most important databases for finding peer-reviewed articles by historians are: America: History and Life, which covers the history of North America and Historical Abstracts, which covers the rest of the world since 1450. You can also consult standard published bibliographies, like the American Historical Association’s Guide to Historical Literature, or specialized bibliographies, like this bibliography of medieval warfare. You may find more lengthy treatments of the topic published as book chapters, journal articles, or even as individual monographs. You can read about the topic in a subject encyclopedia and look at the bibliography at the end of the entry. You can find a major work of scholarship on the topic, and follow up on the sources used by the author. Most of the time you will find the secondary literature you need by using : the online catalog, the appropriate article databases, subject Encyclopedias, bibliographie e.t.c. 
