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The concept of ethnicity has the capacity for conflict generation...in not less than 2000 words discuss this in the light of at least two theories of ethnicity and ethnic conflicts known to you.

DEFINITION OF SOME CONCEPTS

There are several difficulties involved in the conceptualisation of Ethnicity especially when it involves the understanding and management of conflict between human growths. It is not always clear when people use the term Ethnicity, Ethnic Groups and Ethnic Conflicts. This is because they have been used interchangeably therefore making it quite difficult to differentiate between them.

ETHNIC GROUP: An ethnic group is a collectivity of people who share the same pre-modial characteristics such as; common ancestry, language, religion (in some cases), culture and traditions. Kinship patterns, physical resemblance, religious affiliations, language or dialects, tribal affiliations, phonotypical features or any combination of these

ETHNICITY: Ethnicity refers to the feeling of self-awareness, which one has about his or herself, and this feeling theoretically emanates from the membership of an ethnic group. Ethnicity could also mean kinship, group solidarity and common culture. The concept of ethnicity has and will always have the capacity for conflict generation due to people’s differences.

CONFLICT: Conflict is a relationship between two or more individuals who have or believe that  they have incompatible goals.

ETHNIC CONFLICT: Ethnic conflict can be said to be a clash between members of various ethnic groups who have or think they have incompatible goals. Ethnic conflicts are usually based on perceived differences in their ethnic identities.

Ones attachment to his/her ethnicity or ethnic identity has proved over time to be a major generator of conflict situations. I will start by relating to the pri-modialist theory.

WHAT IS PRIMORDIALISM?

According to Joiremann “Primodialism evokes the images of ancient beginnings, evolution, and a natural state of being”. Most Primodialists view ethnicity as defined by or intimately connected with blood ties, kinship, or a myth of common origin. Clifford Geeriz is known as one of the most prominent scholars who were fund of the concept of Primodialism and in 1963, he asserted that states are susceptible or vulnerable to serious disaffection based on primodial attachments that citizens have towards their ethnic group and this affection is what leads to the outbreak of conflict if not handled properly. Once a group sees an action that edifies as oppression from others particularly from those who claim to be in a position of power, they become naturally stirred up to repel such claims and begin to mobilize group members of the same group to resist such acts of oppression and these results in resistance and protest and may lead to the tabling of certain demands, in order to address salient issues such as recognition, proportional representation and active participation. These can also be seen in the examples of ethnic conflict given below and it is also evident in the case of the Boko Haram, which emerged in Nigeria. It is good to be conscious of one’s ethnic identity but when that consciousness is taken to heart , when one also feels his/her values, customs, religious beliefs, traditions have been trampled upon these also leads to the breakout of conflict between two or more ethnic groups. For example, Premodialism can be seen in the ethnic conflict that played out in:

Genocide is the mass killing of people based on their race or ethnicity.

Cultural genocide is the assimilation of a culture by another dominant culture. There are some criterias that qualifies a conflict as an ethnic Conflict under plural democracies and authoritarian regimes through primordial lenses. Wars are as a result of other factors such as: Political factors, economic , social & religious factor. An example is 

ETHIOPIA UNDER MENELIK  II (1889–1913)


During its military conquest, centralization and incorporation of territories into Ethiopia as decreed by Menelik II, his army carried out genocidal atrocities against civilians and combatants including torture, mass killings and the imposition of large scale slavery.Large scale atrocities were also committed against the Dizi people and the people of the Kaficho kingdom. Some estimates of the number of people who were killed in the atrocities that were committed during the war and the famine which coincided with it go into the millions. According to Alexander Bulatovich, Menelik's Russian military aide, Menelik's armies "dreadfully annihilated more than half" of the Oromo (Galla) population down to 5 million people, which "took away from the Galla all possibility of thinking about any sort of uprising."Eshete Gemeda put the death toll even higher at 6 million.

These deaths may have also been caused by the great famine of 1888 to 1892, which was the worst famine in the region's history; a third of Ethiopia's total population of 12 million was killed according to some estimates.The famine was caused by rinderpest, an infectious viral cattle disease which wiped out most of the national livestock, killing over 90% of the cattle. The population of native cattle had no prior exposure to the disease and as a result, it was unable to fight it off. Despite the violence of the conquest some historians stress the fact that before the centralization process was completed, Ethiopia was devastated by numerous wars, the most recent of which was fought in the 16th century. In the intervening period, military tactics had not changed much. In the 16th century the Portuguese Bermudes documented depopulation and widespread atrocities against civilians and combatants (including torture, mass killings and the imposition of large scale slavery) during several successive Aba Gedas' Gadaa conquests of territories which were located north of the Genale river (Bali, Amhara, Gafat, Damot, Adal).Warfare in the region essentially involved acquiring cattle and slaves, winning additional territories, gaining control of trade routes and carrying out ritual requirements or securing trophies to prove masculinity. Wars were fought between people who might be members of the same linguistic group, religion and culture, or between unrelated tribes. Centralization greatly reduced these continuous wars; minimizing the loss of lives, raids, destruction and slavery that had previously been the norm.

BIAFRAN WAR : The Biafran war  is also known as the Nigerian Civil War  was fought in Nigeria between the government of Nigeria and the secessionist state of Biafra from 6 July 1967 to 15 January 1970. This ethnic war broke out because the igbos ( the Biafrans) felt they were being marginalized, they felt left out in the share of the national cake which the the allocation that's supposed to get to them from the Federal Government, they also felt that the helm of affairs of government and high positions were given to more of northerners. They couldn't take it anymore so they decided that secession was the best option at that point in time .The conflict also resulted from the then ongoing political, economic, ethnic, cultural and religious tensions, which preceded Britain’s formal decolonization of Nigeria (which many considered as premature at that time) from 1960 to 1963. Another major cause of the breakout of the Biafra war was the ethno- religious riots in Northern Nigeria, Military coups, and persecution of the Igbos living in the Northern Nigeria. Thousands of Igbos were killed during the war.  A book written by Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche "Half of a Yellow Sun" explains more about the Biafran war  . Northerners not only picked out Igbo soldiers but also Igbo indigenes . They picked out all the Igbo soldiers and shot them. They recognised disguised soldiers by their boots and feet , any Igbo man whose feet was clean & uncracked by harmattan was considered an Igbo officer and was killed. And also their foreheads for signs of their skin being light from wearing beret .  The problem was ethnic balance policy . There was no ethnic balance & equality between the Igbos and Northerners during the Coup.

STRUCTURAL CONFLICT THEORY:

The structural conflict theory is divided into two broad categories or classes known as:

Radical structural theory:

The Radical School of Thought is led by the philosopher Karl Marx, Joseph Lenin, and Friedrich Engels (Marx’s friends who worked with him and believed in his philosophy). They blamed capitalism for being an exploitative system bases on its relationship to production and the division of the society into two by class system namely; the proletariat ( the poor people who are the employees) and the bourgeoisie ( the rich people who are the landowners and employers). The exploitation of the proletariat who are the lower classes creates conflict when they are suppressed and frustrated which brings into play the Frustration Aggression Theory of John Dollard, which states “people are prone to exhibit aggressive behaviours when they are frustrated and that leads to conflict and acts of violence which may be armed or non-armed”. Therefore, the radical scholars like Karl Marx, was in support of the poor and believed that the proletariat should carry out a revolution against the bourgeoisie causing the workers to lead an establishment of socialist order. For example; this can be seen in Nigeria during pre-colonisation age when there was a large scale of slave trade occurring in the county and this was due to the buying and selling of blacks by the whites. The whites came to Africa to buy and sell able-bodied men to take to their countries to aid their economical development and this caused a series of conflicts in Nigeria before the rule was abolished, as there was distrust between intra-ethnic groups and the people sold even their own relatives for money and to receive certain resources. Furthermore, when these Black (poor) slaves were taken to their countries like Britain, they would be exploited, even harassed while doing their work and this even led to the death of some of the slaves.

Liberal Structural Theory:

This School is led by People like Johan Galtung with his famous work written in 1990 on "Structural violence".  The main argument of the structural Conflict theory is that Conflict is built into particular ways the society is structured and organised. The theory looks at major problems like political & economic issues, injustice, exploitation, poverty, etc.

       The Structuralists believe that the major cause of Conflict is unjust and exploitative human nature & class domination. The case is made by radicals such as Friedrich Engels, Karl Marx & Lenin .Mao Tse Tung blamed capitalism for being an exploitative system based on it's relation of production and division of class in 2: 

Proletariats : Working Class/ Have not 

Bourgoisie: Haves

The exploitation of Proletariats causes Conflict. According to the Marxist theory, capitalist Conflict will be resolved when the Proletariats overthriw the bourgoisie and introduce a socialist state that's controlled by the working class.  There will also be capitalism internationalism where working class all over the world will unite and take over the society and will not be limited  by state boundaries that was set up by the bourgoisie to dominate others. Johan Galtung also propounded the theory of positive peace and negative peace to butress how social Conflict can occur in the society.

According to the Marxists who belong to the radical school under structural Conflict theory believe that it'll end up in a revolution, civil war or violence to stop the exploitation. Liberal Structuralists believe that structural defects can be eliminated through policy reforms and Legislation.A very good example is the current Niger Delta conflict which first arose in 1990s over ethnic tension between foreign oil corporations and a number of the Niger Delta‘s minority ethnic groups who feel they are being exploited, particularly the Ogoni and Ijaw. Ethnic and political unrest has continued throughout the 1990’s despite the conversion to democracy. The major cause of the conflict arose from the competition for oil wealth between ethnic groups, which resulted to the militarisation of nearly the entire region by ethnic militia groups, Nigerian military and the Nigerian Police Force. The violence has also contributed to the ongoing Nigeria energy supply crises also in the regions affected and even beyond by discouraging foreign investments in new power generation plants in the region. From 2004 on, the rate of ethnic violence increased by hitting the oil industry with piracy and kidnappings, thereby causing fear among the residing residents among those areas affected or affected regions. In addition, all these problems started occurring due to Nigeria’s economical reliance on the oil found in the Niger Delta region. About 90 percent of Nigeria’s economical income comes from oil production. However, in days of old Nigeria did not rely on the oil sector but relied in its Agricultural sector but when oil was then discovered in the Delta part of the county they gradually began to slow down the rate of development of the agricultural sector, which is now causing problems in the economy presently. Furthermore, the people of the Niger Delta regions have constantly complained that since the majority of the countries National Income is coming from their state, government should pay more attention to their impoverished state, this is because the people of Niger Delta are poor and the state does not have sufficient resources, when the money is coming from their economy, meanwhile the money made from their economy the Southern part of Nigeria, is given to the Northern part of the country therefore making the people feel relatively deprived of their expected privileges to enable their economy grow. The government takes their oil and use it to finance the country and they get peanuts as allocation, they also feel marginalized because they're neglected by the government . Oil exploration has polluted their land , their aquatic life too has been polluted by oil that is mined and they can hardly get clean water due to the fact that their land and water is polluted by oil . The ogoni people have called for a cleanup and when their demands couldn't be met they decided to take laws into their hands by creating Niger Delta Avengers .

      A major example is the ethnic violence   between the Southerners’ and the Northerners’ of Nigeria, the Hausa/ Fulani  normads move around with their cattle’s to graze in the Western and Southern parts of the country, thereby causing disputes over land in the country among the Yoruba Farmers who argue that the cattle’s should not graze on their crops while the Hausa/Fulani Herdsmen have refused to heed their warnings, it has resulted to several violent clashes among the people involved and lives and properties have been lost in the process. Their clash is another classic example of the frustration aggression theory this is because the people reacted after all their efforts to make peace has been frustrated. 

 The concept of ethnicity has  led to a series of several conflict situations.
