
1.)
A patent is a right granted to an inventor by the federal government that permits the inventor to
exclude others from making, selling or using the invention for a period of time. The patent system
is designed to encourage inventions that are unique and useful to society. Congress was given the
power to grant patents in the Constitution, and federal statutes and rules govern patents.

2.)
A copyright is a collection of rights that automatically vest to someone who creates an original
work of authorship – like a literary work, song, movie or software. These rights include the right
to reproduce the work, to prepare derivative works, to distribute copies, and to perform and display
the work publicly.

3.)
A trademark (also written trade mark or trade-mark[1]) is a type of intellectual property consisting
of a recognizable sign, design, or expression which identifies products or services of a particular
source from those of others,[2][3] although trademarks used to identify services are usually called
service marks.[4][5] The trademark owner can be an individual, business organization, or any legal
entity. A trademark may be located on a package, a label, a voucher, or on the product itself. For the
sake of corporate identity, trademarks are often displayed on company buildings. It is legally
recognized as a type of intellectual property.

4.)
Broadly speaking, any confidential business information which provides an enterprise a
competitive edge may be considered a trade secret. Trade secrets encompass manufacturing or
industrial secrets and commercial secrets. The unauthorized use of such information by persons
other than the holder is regarded as an unfair practice and a violation of the trade secret. Depending
on the legal system, the protection of trade secrets forms part of the general concept of protection
against unfair competition or is based on specific provisions or case law on the protection of
confidential information.


