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Thesocioculturalmilieuinwhichpositivism grewiscalledtherenaissanceandthe

enlightenmentperiod.ItiscalledaRenaissanceperiodbecauseitmarkedaperiodin

whichstartedarevolutionofreturntotheirGreekheritageofusingreasoninmattersof

publicconcernandnotthedicateofreligionasitwasintheagepriortothistime.The

aeonpriortotherenaissanceperiodwascalledthedarkagesbecauseitwasthetime

religiousbeliefreignedsupreme.However,theintellectualcommunityatthetimesaw

thisasabigthreattohumanhappinessandsurvival.Sotheystartedinfiltrating

literaturewiththebenefitsofusingreasontoarriveatjustifiedconclusionjustas

Socrates,PlatoandAristotleusedtodo.InartsandmusicwerehiddenGreek

worldviewstoo.Thisbecameknownastheclassicalperiodofromanticism.

Romanticism gaverisetohumanism andnaturalism,andworksofartandliterature

producedatthistimewerealsoregardedasclassic

Theeffectofthatmanoeuvringwasoverwhelming.Scientificapproachtothingsgrew

outofphilosophicalapproachtoissues,butsciencewasrestrictedtonstufyofnatural

phenomenabecauseitwasonlythematerialthatwasbelievedtobehavinaregularand

predictableway.NotuntilaFrenchsocialphilosophercalledAugustComtethought

otherwise.

Positivism rejectstheoreticalspeculationsthatarenotbasedinfactsofexperienceas

ameansofobtainingknowledge.Therearealotofproblemswiththisconceptionof

idealknowledgeseekingenterprise.Firstoftheseproblemsisobservationuponwhich

thebasicjustificationofpositivism cameinlafem witherror.Theseincludethefacts

that:

1.Observationsareconcept-laden

2.Theyarehypothesis-laden

3.Theyaretheoryladen

4.Theyarevalueladen



5.Theyareinterestladen

6.Theyareladenwithculturespecificontologies

Socialscienceisanareaofstudydedicatedtotheexplanationsofhumanbehavior,

interactionandmanifestations,eitherasanindividualinasocietyorcollectivelyasa

groupincludinginstitutions,normsandmoressuchinteractionscreated.Disciplinein

thesocialsciencesinclude:sociology,psychology,economics,politicalscience,

archeologyandanthropology.However,itwasAugusteComtethatisregardedasthe

fatherofsocialscience.Socialscienceseekstoemploythemethodofscienceinthe

investigationofsocialphenomenatakingthehumanpersonasobjectofstudy.The

objectivesofsuchendeavorinclude:

1.Understandinghumansinbothhistoricalandculturaldevelopmentcontextand

factorsresponsible

2.Beingabletopredicthumanbehaviorbasedonthepatternofinteractionetc

3.Influencinghumanbehavioretc

4.Advancingbeyondarmchairphilosophyetc

Tounderstandthisproblem withsocialsciencesbetter,weneedtounderstandthat

oneoftheessentialfeaturesofscienceandscientificexplanationsistoprovidea

casualorcorrelationalconnectionbetweenaneventanditscause.Althoughexplication

ofcasualtygoesbacktoDavidHume,ErnestNagelpresentsHume'sexpositionofthe

notionofcausationinabulletform whichisendearingtoouranalysishere.According

tothisaccount,foranythingtobethecauseofanother,thecauseandtheeffectmust:

1.Haveaninvariableorconstantrelation

2.Bespatiallycontiguous

3.Betemporarilyrelated

4.Haveanasymmetricalrelation

Anotherproblem withtheprojectofsocialscienceisthataccordingtomax

Weber,methodologyofsciencebecomesinapplicableduetothefactthatthe

objectinsicuslscienceisman,arationalbeingwithfreewill,desires,emotions

andothersentientfeaturesthatcometoplayinhisactionorreaction




