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QUESTION

Identify the roles of specific international organization in responding to COVID_19 pandemic globally.

Whenever you see high quality, effective COVID-19 aid being delivered around the world by UN humanitarian and relief agencies, what you are seeing is the generosity of the American people and those who share our humanitarian values.  We are by far the largest contributors to organizations like the UN Children’s Fund and the World Food Program because we believe in effective multilateralism that is focused on helping those in need, not scoring political points. This is what true global leadership looks like.”The United States is by far the most generous and reliable contributor to crisis response and humanitarian action through the United Nations and dozens of international organizations. U.S. assistance, monetary and in-kind contributions, expertise and technology, are indispensable to the effort to combat COVID-19.  

Many international organization have tried to play a part in this COVID 19 and we will be looking at some of them starting with;

a.WHO ( world health organization)

The world health organization are working 24/7 to analyze data,provide advice, coordinate with partners, help countries prepare, increase supplies and manage expert networks. They also provided a name for the new corona virus disease: COVID_19 on 11February 2020. The world health organization also appeared for national unity and global solidarity in responding to COVID_19.

To help alleviate suffering and save lives, WHO has been working night and day in five key ways: 

1. Helping build countries' capacity to prepare and respond

2. Providing accurate information and fight the infodemic, together with numerous partners

3. Ensuring supplies of essential medical equipment for frontline health workers. 

4. Training and mobilizing health workers. 

5. Accelerating research and development. 

b. UN ( Untied Nations)

The united Nations mobilizes globally in fight against COVID_19.

Due to the coronavirus crisis spreading to more countries with broader social and economic implications, the United Nations is mobilizing its global workforce to help affected Governments to contain or slow the onslaught of this deadly disease. The UN teams are also working with authorities to support national preparedness and response plans around COVID-19, including immediate health priorities and broader social and economic impacts. The united Nations is helping different nations by sending out experts to help support them during this period. In Kenya, the United Nations has offered five communications experts to support the Government’s efforts and met today with 25 business leaders to boost public-private partnerships to address COVID-19, also In Latin America and the Caribbean, United Nations communications experts are supporting the governments’ community awareness and risk communications efforts. In Brazil, the United Nations country team and national partners, in coordination with government authorities, have already activated the contingency plan in the shelters in the north and are disseminating prevention messages in Spanish tailored to communities of migrants and refugees who have arrived from Venezuela, in addition to the regular national campaign in Portuguese.

C. IMF ( International Monetary Funds)

IMF director Kirstaline Georgieva said in her speech that they are working 24/7 to support their member countries with policy advice, technical assistance financial resources. We should also know that the  Fund’s priority has been to respond to the extraordinary spike in requests for emergency finance, so countries can implement the necessary policies to protect the health of their people as well as their economies. The IMF has the following facilities and instruments to help countries respond to the economic impact of the coronavirus. They include;

 Emergency financing. 

The recent increase in access limits on its emergency financing facilities will allow the IMF to meet the expected demand of $100 billion. The Rapid Credit Facility (RCF) and Rapid Financing Instrument (RFI) provide emergency financial assistance. The RCF is interest-free and available to low-income members, while the RFI is available to all Fund members. Financing under the RCF and the RFI can be disbursed very quickly to assist member countries in implementing policies to address emergencies such as the coronavirus.

Grants for debt relief. 

The Fund also has a Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust (CCRT), which provides upfront grants to cover, on behalf of eligible low-income countries, their debt service obligations to the IMF. This facility was used to support Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone during the 2014 Ebola outbreak. In a direct response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the CCRT was recently enhanced to provide urgent debt service relief to the world’s poorest and most vulnerable countries, thereby freeing up scarce resources for medial spending and health-related and other immediate needs during the pandemic. A fundraising effort is underway to replenish the CCRT so that it can provide debt service relief for up to two years.
D. IMO( international organization for migration)

On 19 March, IOM launched the USD 116.1 million COVID-19 Global Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SRP)  to support countries that may need additional resources – financial, technical or operational – to help ensure that further COVID-19 infections are prevented, and to assist health systems so they have increased capacity to cope with additional requirements.

The SRP comprises a wide range of activities in all regions of the world including:  

emergence of humanitarian needs in new settings;  

cross-border coordination; 

capacity-building for government staff on disease surveillance;  

setting up or enhancing hand-washing facilities at entry points;  

support with case management;  

monitoring and mapping of people’s movements within and across borders;  

improvement of displacement sites to ensure site safety and hygiene and that livelihoods are sustained;  

and the dissemination of information on how to stay healthy, specifically targeting migrants, refugees and displaced persons.  

The new appeal complements and is aligned with the WHO’s COVID-19 Global Preparedness and Response Plan, issued on 3 February, as well as the upcoming Inter-Agency Standing Committee Humanitarian Response Plan, led by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

