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Thesuccessrecordedinnaturalsciencesintheeighteenthandnineteenthwasso

enormousonthesocialandintellectuallifeofthethenpeopleofEuropethattheystarted

trustingthewordsofscientistandevensoughttheiropiniononmattersnotrelatedtoscience

suchaslawandforensicevidence.Thispositiveresponsetosciencehappenedasaresultofa

changeinthesocio-culturalmilieuofthattimeandthisexplainswhybeliefinscienceor

applicationofsciencetoanyissueiscalledPOSITIVISMfromthenon.Thesocio-culturalmilieu

inwhichpositivismgrewiscalledtheRENAISSSANCEandtheENLIGHTENMENTperiod.Itissaid

tobecalledarenaissanceperiodbecauseitmarkedaperiodwhenpeoplestartedarevolution

ofreturntotheirGreekheritageofusingreasonasitwasintheagepriortothistime.

TheAeonpriorwascalledthedarkagesbecauseitwasthetimereligiousbeliefreigned

supreme,thewordsofthePOPEwasthefinalauthorityonanymatter,beitpolitical,socialor

intellectual.Thatwasaperiodwhenmenandwomenwereburnedatstakebecausethe

churchhadfoundthemguiltyofwitchcraftorsorcery.However,theintellectualatthattime

sawthisasagreatthreattohumansurvival.Sotheystartedorganizingliteraturewiththe

benefitsofusingreasonstoarriveatajustifiedconclusionjustasSocrates,PlatoandAristotle

usedtodo.

BertrandRussellsaysmoresuccinctlywhenhesaidthat,“theperiodofhistorywhichis

calledModernhasamentaloutlookwhichdiffersfromthatofthemedievalperiodinmany

ways.And2thingswhichareofimportance;thediminishingauthorityofthechurchandthe

increasingauthorityofscience.Theeffectofthatmaneuveringwasoverwhelming,scientific

approachtothingsgrewoutofphilosophicalapproachtoissues,butsciencewasrestrictedto

studyofnaturalphenomenabecauseitwasonlythematerialthatwasonlythematerialthat

wasbelievedtobehaveinaregularandpredictableway.

Thisisthebeginningofsocialsciences,especiallysociologyandComteisbeingregarded

tilldateasfatherofsociologyandsocialsciencesingeneral.Positivismrejectstheoretical

speculationsthatarenotbasedonfactsofexperienceasameansofobtainingknowledge.



Therearealotofproblemswiththisconceptionofidealknowledgeseekingenterprise.Firstof

theseproblemisobservationuponwhichthebasicjustificationofpositivismcameisladen

witherror.However,irrespectiveoftheshortcomingsofpositivism,letusexplicateontheidea

ofsocialscienceitgavebirthto.

Socialscienceisanareaofstudydedicatedtotheexplanationofhumanbehavior,

interaction,andmanifestations,eitherasanindividualinasocietyorcollectivelyasagroup,

theinstitutions,normsandmoreinteractioncreated.Socialsciencesseektoemploythe

methodofscienceintheinvestigationofsocialphenomenatakingthehumanpersonasan

objectofstudy.Thereexistanincongruityinusingmethodofscientificenquirytostudy

humanandhissociety.Theincongruitystatesfromafactthathumanbeingsdonotbehavein

theexactwayobjectsofnaturalsciencesbehave;thisisshowninthecomparismbetweena

stoneandaman.

Tounderstandtheproblemwithsocialsciencesbetter,weneedtounderstandthatone

oftheessentialfeaturesofscienceandscientificexplanationistoprovideacasualorco-

relationalrelationshipbetweenaneventanditscause.Butfirst,whatdoestheprincipleof

causeandeffectsmean?Theprincipleofeverycauseandeffectstatesthatforeveryeventin

theuniverse,thereisasetofconditionssuchthatiftheconditionsareallfulfilled,thenthe

eventinvariablyoccurs.

Onewaytosolvethisproblemistoacceptreasonsarenotcausesbutmotiveorintent.

Nonetheless,therearesomescholarswhoinsistthatreasonscanbetreatedascauses,oneof

suchscholarsisRobinCollingwoodwhoarguestotheextremethatreasonsarenotonly

causesbuttheyaretheultimatecasualpowertoinanimatethingsandobjectsinthephysical

worldmaybetoonaïvetous.

Anotherproblemwiththeprojectofsocialscienceisthat,accordingtoMaxWeber,

methodologyofsciencebecomesinapplicableduetothefactthattheobjectofstudyinsocial

scienceisman,arationalbeingwithfreewill,desires,emotionsandothersentientfeatures

thatcomeintobeinginhisactionsandreactions.Allthesefactorsunderminethenotionof

predictabilityofbehaviorwithwhichnaturalsciencesisknowntodeducetheirprinciplesand

laws,itwasonthisbasicassumptionofrationalbehaviorthatthelawofdemandandsupply

wasformulated.


