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 PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES (AND                                                                   APPLIED SCIENCES).

The positive response to science is accorded to the Renaissance period, a period which is more or less like an eye opener to the fact of using reason in matters of public opinion rather than the dictate of religion. The effect of diminishing the authority of the church, and increasing the authority of science was overwhelming. Scientific approach to things grew our of philosophical approach to issues, but science was restricted to the study of natural phenomena because it was only the material that was believed to behave in a regular and predictable way. Not until a French social philosopher called August Comte thought otherwise that society has a regular pattern of behaviour much like material things and this behaviour can be studied with accurate predictions made. This brought about the idea of social science.

Social sciences studies how we perceive people and social events, how we influence others. It studies perception and attitude, how people view themselves, interaction amon people, including friendship and hatred, prejudice and aggresion. Social science also studieds how people act in groups and how people affect their members.

Social science seek to employ the method of science in the investigation of social science and this this is exactly what philosophy questions. Here, philosophy of social science shows the incompatibility in using scientific enquiry to study human being and his environment. Some of the reality that seems incompatible with scientific methods includes;

THE PROBLEM OF REASONA AND CAUSES.

One of the features of science is to provide relationship between events and it's causes i.e for every event in the universe there is always a cause, such that an event can always be explained by reference to an event.

By employing the scientific method in social investigation, social science seek to explain the cause of human actions involving human agents. For example, I demand to know why an Iraq citizen migrates. A citizen says: "because of underdevelopment" but note that terrorist attack, famine or food shortage, increase death rate can also be the reason. Can we still say underdevelopment is the cause or reason of immigration in Iraq after understanding the idea of cause and events in scientific method. This is a problem in social science as some scholars insist that reason cannot be treated as cause and some think vice versa.

THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN PERSON AS OBJECT OF STUDY IN SOCIAL SCIENCE.

We understand that humans are conscious with their own desires, freewills, emotions and prejudice. This makes it difficult to formulate actual theories, models of explanation or laws and as a result methodology of science becomes inapplicable due to the fact that the object of study in social science is man.

