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Make a review of chapter Eight(8) of History and philosophy of science. 


PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND APPLIED SCIENCES 

The success recorded in natural sciences in the eighteenth and nineteenth century was enormous on the social and intellectual life. the effect of that manoeuvring was overwhelming. scientific approach to things grew out of philosophical approach of issues, but science was openly the material that was believed to behave in a regular and predictable way. social sciences is an area of study dedicated to the explanation of human behaviour, interaction and manifestations, either as an individual in a society or collectively as a group including the institutions, norms and mores such interactions created. Although, the history of the discipline dates back to early philosophers who wanted to study how society works such as st Augustine and the 14th century historian Iba Khaldun; down to Karl Marx, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Emile Durkheim and a host of other social thinkers. The objectives of such endeavour include: understanding humans in both historical and cultural development context, being able to predict human behaviour based on the pattern of interaction, belief system, social norms and other factors, advancing beyond armchair philosophy, the knowledge about the characteristics temperament and associated behaviour of a person or droup, or that exhibited by those engage in an activity.

However, the philosophy of the social sciences arouse out of the curiosity usity that the central focus and the propelling motive of social sciences may be impossible or unachieved due to methodological mismatch. To understand this problems with social sciences better, we need to understand that one of the essential features of science and scientific explanation is to provide a casual or correlation connection between an event and its cause. According to this account, for anything to be be the cause of another, the cause and effect must: have an invariable or constant relation in the sense that whenever the alleged cause occurs, the effect must also occur, it must also be spatiallycontiguous that is, the two events must occur in approximately the same location or at least be related by a chain of events that are spatially linked: it must also be temporally related such that the cause precvedes the affect in the time in the just as the effect in time just as the effect must follow continuously from the cause and it must have an asymmetrical relation in that the occurrences of the alleged cause must be actual event, which brings about the effect, such that the effect must not be part of the original conditions that are necessary and sufficient for its own occurence.

One of the way to solve this problem is to accept reasons are not causes but motive or intent. A good example example of this is the case of a man who went to supermarket to buy canned beef. We can say the reason he went to the supermarket is to buy canned beef. In other words, the intent or motive which is to buy canned beef is the cause and going to supermarket is the effect. However, what if he gets to supermarket and could not find canned beef and thus he buys soda drink? would we say the cause changed after the effect has already taken place?. Another problem is that. if reasons are causes, then getting the canned beef must of necessity come before going to the supermarket since causes always precede the effect they caused. There are some other scholars who insist that reasons can be treated as causes. One of such scholars is Robin Collins wood who argues to the extreme that reasons are not only causes but they are the ultimate causal power to inanimate things and objects in the physical world may be too naive of us.

Another problem with the project of social sciences is that according to Max Weber, methodology of sciences becomes inapplicable due to the facgt that the object of study in social sciences is man, a rational being with freewill, desire,emotions and other sentient features that come into play in his action or reaction.
