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Philosophy of social science and Applied Science

     The reason why the change in the socio cultural milieu of the time and this explains why belief in science  or application of science to any issue is called positivism from then on was because of the success recorded in natural science in the eighteenth and nineteenth century was so enormous on the social and intellectual life of the then people of Europe that they started trusting the words of scientists and even sought their opinion on matters unrelated to science such as law and forensic evidence.

       The socio cultural milieu in which positivism grew is called the renaissance and the enlightenment period. It is called a Renaissance period because it marked a period when people started a revolution of return to their Greek heritage of using reason in matters of public concern and not the dictate of religion as it was in the age prior to this time.

      The words of the pope was the final authority on any matter be it political, social or intellectual. It was a time men and women were burned at stake because the church has found them guilty of witchcraft or sorcery.

      Diseases were said to be direct consequence of sin and idolatry, so the church waged several wars to exterminate the heathens.

         The effect of that manoeuvring was overwhelming. Scientific approach to things grew of philosophical approach to issues,but science was restricted to study of natural phenomenon because it was only the material that wa believed to behave in a regular and predictable way. Not until a French social philosopher called August Comte thought otherwise. He was of the opinion that society behave in a regular pattern much like material things and this behavior can be studied and somewhat accurate predictios made.

            This is the beginning of social science, especially sociology and Comte is being regarded till date as father of sociology and social science in general.

         Positivism rejets theoretical speculation that are not based on facts of experience asmeans of obtaining knowledge.

           There are lots of problems with thus conception of idea knowledge seeking enterprise first of these problems is observation upon which the basic justification of positivism came is laden with errors. These include the facts that : 

1) observations are concept laden

2) observations are are hypothesis laden

3) observations are theory laden

4) observations are value laden

5) observations are interest laden

6) observations are laden with culture specific ontologies.

       Social science is an area of study dedicated to the explanation of human behaviour interaction and manifestation either  as an individual in a society or collectively as a group including the institutions norms and mores such interactions created Disciplines in social science include: sociology, psychology, economics, political science etc.

         Problem of reason and causes

1 ) have an invariable or constant relation in the sense that whenever the allege cause occur the effect must occur

2) be spatially contiguous

