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DEPARTMENT: PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES

ASSIGNMENT: The lack of personal protective equipments (PPE),grossly inadequate test kits & test centres across the country & the absolute lack of any form of insurance for the workforce are primordial issues begging for attention at this time.....Using your knowledge of ethnic conflict, ethnicity & primordialism explain the statement above using the article given.

Tip: Discuss NMA as a Psuedo Ethnic Group.

NMA, TUC Reject FG’s Plan to Invite Chinese Doctors to Fight COVID-19

The Nigerian Medical Association (NMA) and the Trade Union Congress of Nigeria (TUC) have rejected the plan by the federal government to invite Chinese doctors to assist in tackling the COVID-19 scourge in the country.

Definition of the major concepts
There are several difficulties involved in the conceptualisation of Ethnicity especially when it involves the understanding and management of conflict between human growths. It is not always clear when people use the term Ethnicity, Ethnic Groups and Ethnic Conflicts. This is because they have been used interchangeably therefore making it quite difficult to differentiate between them.
ETHNIC GROUP: An ethnic group is a collectivity of people who share the same pre-modial characteristics such as; common ancestry, language, religion (in some cases), culture and traditions. Kinship patterns, physical resemblance, religious affiliations, language or dialects, tribal affiliations, phonotypical features or any combination of these
ETHNICITY: Ethnicity refers to the feeling of self-awareness, which one has about his or herself, and this feeling theoretically emanates from the membership of an ethnic group. Ethnicity could also mean kinship, group solidarity and common culture. The concept of ethnicity has and will always have the capacity for conflict generation due to people’s differences.
CONFLICT: Conflict is a relationship between two or more individuals who have or think they have incompatible goals.
ETHNIC CONFLICT: Ethnic conflict can be said to be a clash between members of various ethnic groups who have or think they have incompatible goals. Ethnic conflicts are usually based on perceived differences in their ethnic identities.
Ones attachment to his/her ethnicity or ethnic identity has proved over time to be a major generator of conflict situations. I will start by relating to the pri-modialist theory.
What is pri-modialism?
According to Joiremann “Primodialism evokes the images of ancient beginnings, evolution, and a natural state of being”. Most Primodialists view ethnicity as defined by or intimately connected with blood ties, kinship, or a myth of common origin. Clifford Geeriz is known as one of the most prominent scholars who were fund of the concept of Primodialism and in 1963, he asserted that states are susceptible or vulnerable to serious disaffection based on primodial attachments that citizens have towards their ethnic group and this affection is what leads to the outbreak of conflict if not handled properly. Once a group sees an action that edifies as oppression from others particularly from those who claim to be in a position of power, they become naturally stirred up to repel such claims and begin to mobilize group members of the same group to resist such acts of oppression and these results in resistance and protest and may lead to the tabling of certain demands, in order to address salient issues such as recognition, proportional representation and active participation. 

Pseudo ethnicity  refers to the claim that cultural differences cause humans to separate into different social groups, with different language, dress, customs, etc. These cultural differences are claimed to be analogous to the formation of different biological species (speciation). In the extreme, pseudospeciation leads to dehumanization of other cultural groups (out-groups).

     The Nigerian Medical Association (NMA) is the professional association and registered for Nigerian doctors and dentists.The NMA has more than 35,000 members from 36 state branches and the branch from the federal capital territory, including those registered in the diaspora.NMA's membership spans all six major specialties of Internal Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Paediatrics, Public Health and Laboratory Medicine/Pathology. The NMA was established in 1951 and is located in Abuja with over 30 branch offices throughout Nigeria.
      The NMA expressed dismay over the intention of the federal government to invite Chinese doctors into the country at this time of the global pandemic, saying their presence would dampen the morale of the frontline health workforce.

“The invitation demeans their sacrifices so far in this pandemic. We fail to see how the 18-man team would impact the current efforts in any significant way,” the NMA stated in a statement issued yesterday by its President, Dr. Francis Faduyile.

      The association urged the federal government to reconsider their decision in the overall interest of the country.

It described the government’s move as a “thing of embarrassment to members of the NMA and other health workers who are giving their best in the fight against COVID-19 pandemic under deplorable working conditions and a fragile health system to be subjected to the ignominy of not being carried along in arriving at such a decision.”

Mele Kyari explains Why the Federal Government is Removing Fuel Subsidy

It said the association would review its participation in the fight against COVID-19 considering the grave implications and the risk to the lives of its members should the government allow the Chinese team to come to Nigeria.

It said: “The lack of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), grossly inadequate test kits and test centres across the country and the absolute lack of any form of insurance for the workforce are primordial issues begging for attention at this time.

“We are, therefore, profoundly dismayed to learn that the federal government is instead inviting the Chinese who from available accounts are not out of the woods themselves. The spike in cases and the death toll from COVID-19 in Italy coincided with the arrival of the Chinese in the guise of offering assistance. Even the United Nations has only just recently commended the efforts of Nigeria so far.”

       The NMA expressed concern that the government did not take into consideration the extant laws regulating the practice of medicine in Nigeria as enshrined in the Medical and Dental Council Act, adding that the Medical and Dental Council of Nigerian should have been consulted to grant necessary approvals to foreigners to interact with Nigerian patients.

It stated that while the association appreciates the commendable work done by doctors and health workers at the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and the various isolation centres nationwide, it expected the government to show appreciation by channeling the available resources and donations to improving testing facilities to detect more cases and ramp up capacity to train more workers.

According to Faduyile, NMA is aware of a large pool of general medical and specialist practitioners who are either unemployed or underemployed that can be engaged instead of bringing foreigners who aside from national security concerns may not be conversant with the country’s culture, terrain and peculiar challenges.

NMA said: “The association believes that this invitation is ill-timed and of no overbearing significance considering that whatever experiences the Chinese have can be shared by digital technology through conferencing bearing in mind that Dr. Chikwe Ihekweazu has only just returned from China.

“We are not averse to the donation of equipment and supplies because we can always do with such support as even the developed countries receive support.

“In rejecting the invitation of the Chinese doctors, the NMA would instead urge the federal government to review and approve better welfare incentives to the frontline medical personnel. The provision of adequate personal protective equipment, opening and properly equipping more isolation centres and health facilities across the country is an excellent first step.

“Deploying more resources to facilitate testing as we are beginning to witness community transmission of COVID 19 is equally a better application of scarce resources.”

It advised the government to declare a state of emergency in the health sector and use the opportunity to fix the health institutions as a matter of urgency in a bid to stem the rot.

“The NMA urges the government to expand the Presidential Task Force to include other critical stakeholders, including journalists and the civil society to ensure more robust engagement, especially as the decisions of the task force has implications for the health, wealth and security of our country.”

Toeing the same line, the TUC urged the federal government to drop the idea of inviting the Chinese doctors.

The union said the move would not be necessary since Nigerian doctors were capable of combating the pandemic.

      In a statement issued yesterday by its President, Mr. Quadri Olaleye, and the Secretary-General, Mr. Musa-Lawal Ozigi, the union said the minimal number of infection and deaths was a proof that the country was not doing badly in the handling of the situation.

“Truly, the Chinese authorities have done well by not recording more cases in their country. It is novel and also shows how proactive and committed they are to the crises. 

That notwithstanding, we insist that we do not need them now; rather we shall continue to adhere to the precautions reeled out by the health professionals to make the job easy,” it said.

The TUC also noted the debate about the connection between 5G network and the virus.

It said: “Although the Minister of Communications and Digital Economy, Dr. Isa Ibrahim, in a statement has said no licence had been issued as regards 5G in Nigeria, but at the same time we saw an official letter from a telco company notifying Nigerians that they are the first in West Africa to conduct a trial on 5G technology.

“That makes it a bit confusing. We would want the federal government to set up a committee of professionals to research on the development as it will help to address the fears of many Nigerians. We must collectively work to ensure the welfare, health, and security of Nigerians are not taken for granted. We must be circumspect now.”

      Healthcare  workers are on the front lines in this pandemic and therefore at a higher risk of being than the general public most of the Medical personnels in Nigeria lack Personal Protective Equipment that'll protect them from exposure to the virus.

 Some of the healthcare staff was exposed to them while using only personal protection, which includes surgical face-masks and gloves. They need proper protective gears to treat the dreaded Corona Virus. Those Medical personnels also have family members that they won't  want to infect with the virus if they have it . Therefore they need proper equipments to protect themselves, fellow colleagues & family members.

     Working with Chinese Doctors poses some problems to Nigeria and the Nigerian Medical personnels in general . Examples of those problems include :

_ Language Barrier:  

Bringing in Chinese Doctors to work with Nigerian Doctors  there's likely to be lack of proper understanding. Most Chinese citizens speak Mandarin and little or no English , translating Chinese to English can also be difficult because the language cannot be translated literally to English language. This may lead to difficulty in understanding themselves when working with each other.

 Increase in the Case of Corona virus : 

      China hasn't completely come out of the whole situation themselves and the Federal Government is inviting them to Nigeria . The virus was said to have started from China ana they still haven't found a permanent cute for the deadly virus , another virus also reared it's ugly head in China again when they haven't completely eradicated COVID_19. There's no guarantee that those Doctors coming to Nigeria are safe and free from the Virus too. Italy's case became increased due to the arrivals of the Chinese  Doctors If it was coincidence no one is exactly sure . 
Confirmed Total  Cases Rise to 323 in Nigeria 13th April, 2020

Discharged Cases : 85 

Active Cases: 228

Deaths: 10  

 Kadunna has traced about 57,000 possible cases . 

There are 1,863,406 confirmed total cases in the world

Deaths: 115,000.

 The minister of health has confirmed that there are 11 functional laboratories in Nigeria .

The Pandemic  Has Exposed Poor Quality Leadership in Nigeria, Says Okogie

       Former Archbishop of Lagos, Cardinal Anthony Olubunmi Okogie, has said the outbreak of COVID-19 has been a dangerous yet a revelatory moment in Nigeria, having exposed the low-grade leadership style of government.

     According to him “It is dangerous because this deadly pandemic has infected over a million and killed thousands of citizens of our planet. No one seems to know when and how it will end. But COVID-19 is also revelatory, a blessing in disguise because it has exposed Nigeria as a country where the quality of leadership is of low grade. What we have known but has been denied for so long is now shown to us as an incontrovertible fact that the quality of leadership in our country must improve.”

     According to Okogie, “COVID-19 has also revealed to us that, rather than invest in good health care service delivery in Nigeria, we have a political arrangement that makes it possible, even encouraging, to waste Nigeria’s money on government officials and health tourism abroad. Thanks to our country’s constitution dubbed federal. The government in Nigeria is embarrassingly big, sinfully expensive, prone to corruption, and scandalously inefficient. Nigeria cannot adequately invest in the sectors of health and education because, among other reasons, the constitution of Nigeria has established offices that will require an endless flow of petrol-dollars to maintain.”

    The Federal Government is not going to solve the problem of Corona Virus by inviting the Chinese Doctors . Instead, they should focus on improving healthcare system in Nigeria. Equipping the hospitals they neglected long ago, providing protective equipments for medical personnels . They can also start by employing so many brilliant unemployed Medical personnels in Nigeria. The didn't prepare for a time like this where they won't be able to to travel abroad to get themselves treated. Nobody can travel out of the country to get treated because the virus is affecting the  whole world .

