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QUESTION: Discuss the secondary source

of law in Nigeria



Secondary sources of law in Nigeria

The legal sources literally refer to where, how and by what authority a particular rule
is made and becomes legally effective to regulate human conduct. The entire source of
Nigerian law is classified into two which include, primary and secondary sources.

Secondary sources of law are the sources of law that do not carry a dominant legal weight
and binding effect. The legal authorities contained in these kinds of sources are diluted and
persuasive which are not binding on any court of law. According to Beredugo (2009),
secondary sources of law are less significant sources of law that carry barely persuasive legal
authority or effect and are therefore , not binding on any court of law. Secondary sources can
be useful in court of law or resorted to where the court finds the opinion or fact underlying
the authority contained therein. Secondary sources can also be referred to in court if it
supports the authorities of the primary sources. Examples of secondary sources of Nigerian
law according to Beredugo includes;

(a) decisions of courts of foreign countries

(b) International conventions, treaties, and resolutions of international bodies

(c) Statements or opinions of jurists and learned authors contained in law textbooks, journal,
periodicals, dictionaries, letters, speeches, and interviews;

(d) legal opinions contained in nullified judgements.

Secondary sources of law also include all sources that provide helpful introductions to
legal subjects, synopses of decisions, statutes, and regulations in a given field, analyses of
trends and historical background of law, explanation of new or difficult concepts,
descriptions and analysis of the law and its developments and citations to primary sources
through footnotes and annotations. Secondary sources of law are background resources used
for legal research. .They offer analysis, explanation, interpretation, commentary, or a
restatement of primary law and are used to help locate and explain primary sources of law.
They discuss the law, but are not the law itself i.e, Secondary sources may influence a legal
decision but do not have the controlling or binding authority of primary source of law. They
are a good way to start research and often have citations to the primary source of law. Unlike
primary materials (case law, statutes, regulations), secondary sources will help you learn
about an area of law, and provide you with citations to relevant primary materials. Secondary

sources often explain legal principles more thoroughly than a single case or statute, so using



them can help you save time and avoid unnecessary research, since one is tapping into work
that someone else has already done on an issue. Hence, they are a good way to start research
and often have citations to primary source.

However,As oxygen is a necessity for human survival so is the law library to research
activities.Law libraries are rich with numerous materials that contain sources of law. Both the
primary and secondary sources of law are predominant in the law library for research
purposes.

Secondary Information Resources in Nigerian Law Libraries

Akinyemi (2017) defines secondary information sources as the information resources
extracted from the primary sources after they have been manipulated, diluted and rearranged.
They include:

textbooks(of different practice areas and others)

Law digest

Court Forms( e.g Akins Court Form)
Practice notes

Magazines

law reviews,

Treatises

dictionary restatements.

Encyclopedias

Legal textbooks:

Members of Nigerian academia, the bench, and the bar have written a lot of legal textbooks.

A few of these textbooks include;

Human Rights:
Ngwakwe, E. C., Issues in Human Rights Guarantees. OMembers of Nigerian academia, the
bench, and the bar have written a lot of legal textbooks. This list is not exhaustive but we

will attempt to mention a few of them.



Administrative Law:

e Borokini, A.A. & Olong, M.A., Administrative Law in Nigeria. 2nd ed. Ilorin:
Oluwole Printing Press, 2006.

e [luyomade, B. O., & Eka, B. U., Cases and Materials on Administrative Law in
Nigeria. Ife: University of Ife Press, 1980.

e Ojo, J.D., Law and University Administration in Nigeria. Lagos: Malthouse Press,
1990.

e Olong, A., Administrative Law in Nigeria. Lagos: Malthouse Law Books. 2007

Arbitration Law:

e Candide-Johnson & Shasore, O., Commercial Arbitration Law and International
Practice in Nigeria. LexisNexis, 2012.
e Ezejiofor, G., The Law of Arbitration in Nigeria. Ikeja: Longman Nigeria Plc, 1997.

Orojo, J. O., & Ajomo, M. A., Law and Practice of Arbitration and Conciliation
in Nigeria. Lagos: Mbeyi & Associates Nig. Ltd, 2009.

Principles of Negotiation and Mediation edited by E. Azinge & C. Ani. Lagos:
Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, 2012.

Civil Procedure:
Modern Civil Procedure Law edited by A. F. Afolayan & P. C. Okorie. Lagos: Dee-Sage
Nigeria Limited, 2007.

Commercial Law:

e Adesanya, M.O. and Oloyede E.O., Business Law in Nigeria, Lagos & London:
University of Lagos & Evans Brothers Limited, 1972

e Akanki, E.O. Commercial Law in Nigeria Lagos: University of Lagos Press. 2005.

e Commercial Law in Nigeria edited by E. O. Akanki, Lagos: University of Lagos
Press. 2005.



Etomi, G. Introduction to Commercial Law in Nigeria. Lagos: MIJ Publishers,

2014.
Kenna Associates, Legal and Regulatory Aspects of Commercial Issues in Doing

Business in Nigeria. Lagos: Commercial Law Development, 2007.

Smith, I. O., Nigerian Law of Secured Credit. Lagos: Ecowatch Publications
(Nigeria) Limited, 2001.

Uvieghara, E.E., Sale of Goods (and hire-purchase) Law in Nigeria. Lagos:
Malthouse Press, 1996.

Conflict of Laws:

e Agbede, I. O., Themes on Conflict of Laws. Ibadan: Shaneson, 1989

Constitutional Law:

e Akande, J.O. The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 with
annotations. Lagos: MIJ Professional Publishers, 1999.
Edeko, S.E., Fundamental Issues in Nigerian Constitutional Law. Benin City:
Anointed Tesa Printing Press, 2002.
e Malemi, E., The Nigerian Constitutional Law, 3rd ed. Lagos: Princeton Publishing
Co., 2012.
e Mowoe, K. M., Constitutional Law in Nigeria. Lagos: Malthouse Press, 2008.

e Nwabueze, B. O., Federalism in Nigeria under the Presidential Constitution. London:

Sweet & Maxwell, 1983.

Contract Law:

e Sagay, ., Nigerian Law of Contract. Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited, 2000.

Corporate Law:

e Asomugha, E. M., Company Law in Nigeria under the Companies and Allied Matters

Act. Lagos: Toma Micro Publishers Ltd., 1994.
e Dada,J. A, Principles of Nigerian Company Law. Calabar: Wusen Publishers, 2011.



e Emiola, A., Nigerian Company Law. Ogbomosho: Emiola (Publishers) Limited, 2007

e Emiola, A., The Law of Partnership, Ogbomoso: Emiola (Publishers) Limited, 2003.

e Essays on Company Law edited by E.O. Akanki, Lagos: University of Lagos Press,
1992.

e Ola, C.S., Company Law in Nigeria. Ibadan: Heinemann Educational Books (Nig.),
2002.

Olawoyin, C. A. Status and Duties of Company Directors. Ile-Ife: University of
Ife Press, 1977.
Orojo, J. O., Company Law and Practice in Nigeria. 5th ed. Butterworth:
LexisNexis: 2008.

Criminal Law:

e Adesiyan, D.O., An accused person's rights in Nigerian criminal law. Ibadan:
Heinemann Educational Books (Nigeria), 1996.
Aguda, T. A. The Criminal Law and Procedure of the Southern States of Nigeria.
3rd ed., London: Sweet & Maxwell, 1982.

Arowosaiye, I. Y., Economic crimes and ICT: Response of the Nigerian
Criminal Law. Saarbriicken LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing, 2014.
Chukkol, K. S., Defences to criminal liability in Nigerian law: a critical
appraisal. Zaria: Ahmadu Bello University Press, 1980.
Chukkol, K. S., The Law of Crimes in Nigeria. Zaria: Ahmadu Bello University
Press, 1988.

Criminal Procedure:

e Doherty, O., Criminal Procedure in Nigeria: Law and Practice. London: Blackstone,
1990.

e Nwadialo, F., The Criminal Procedure of the Southern States of Nigeria. 2nd ed.,
Lagos: MIJ Professional Publishers Limited, 1987.

Zalman, M., Cases and materials on the law of criminal procedure in the northern
states of Nigeria, with a chapter on confessions by Greta Zalman. Zaria: Ahmadu
Bello University, 1969.

Babalola, Afe Injunctions and Enforcement of Orders Ile-Ife: Obafemi Awolowo
University Press, 2000.

Babalola, Afe Enforcement of Judgments. Ibadan: Afe Babalola, 2003



Cultural Heritage Law:

e Shyllon, F., Cultural Heritage Law and Management in Africa. Lagos: Centre for

Black and African Arts and Civilization, 2013.

Customary Law:

e Anyebe, A.P. Customary law: the war without arms. Enugu, Nigeria: Fourth

Dimension Publishers, 1985.
Badaiki, A. D. Development of Customary Law, 2nd ed. Lagos: Tiken
Publishers, 2001.

e FElias, T.O.,, The Nature of African Customary Law. Manchester: Manchester
University Press, 1956

e Emiola, A., Emiola’s African Customary Law. 3rd. ed., Ogbomoso: Emiola
(Publishers) Limited, 2011.

e (Okany, M.C., The Role of Customary Courts in Nigeria. Enugu: Fourth Dimensions
Publishers, 1984.

Towards a Restatement of Nigerian Customary Laws edited by Y. Osinbajo &
A.U. Kalu, Lagos: Federal Ministry of Justice, 1991.

Law of Equity:
e Jegede, M.I., Principles of Equity. Benin City: Ethiope Publishing Corp., 1981.
e Kodilinye, G., An Introduction to the Law of Equity in Nigeria. London: Sweet &
Maxwell, 1975.

Election Law:

e Babalola, Afe Election Law and Practice Ibadan: Afe Babalola, 2003.



Environmental Law:

e Amokaye, G. Oludayo, Environmental Law and Practice in Nigeria. Lagos:
University of Lagos Press, 2004.

e Ikomi, U.D., An Introduction to Nigerian Environmental Law. Lagos: Malthouse
Press, 2010.

Ladan, M. T., Laws, Cases and Policies on Energy, Mineral Resources, Climate
Change, Environment, Water, Maritime and Human Rights in Nigeria. Zaria:
Ahmadu Bello University Press, 2009.

Law and Climate Change in Nigeria edited by W. O. Egbewole, M. A. Etudaiye,
& O. A. Olatunji. Ilorin: Faculty of Law, University of Ilorin, 2011.

Ndukwe, O.U., Elements of Nigerian Environmental Laws. Calabar: University
of Calabar Press, 2000.

Evidence Law:

e Aguda, T. A. The Law of Evidence. 3rd ed., Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited, 1989.

e Babalola Afe et al, Law and Practice of Evidence in Nigeria. Ibadan: Sibon Books
Limited, 2001.

e Dean, W. H., Evidence in Nigerian criminal law. London: Sweet & Maxwell, 1964.

Nwadialo, F., Modern Nigerian Law of Evidence, 2nd ed. Lagos: University of
Lagos Press, 1999.
Okekeifere, A.l., Circumstantial Evidence in Nigerian Law. Port Harcourt:
Lawhouse Books, 2000.
Osinbajo, Y., Cases and Materials on Nigerian Law of Evidence. Lagos:
Macmillan, 1992.
Uzo, 1. D., Law and Practice on Documentary Evidence. Enugu: Digest
Publishing Co., 2002.

Family Law:

e Adesanya, S.A., Laws of Matrimonial Causes. Ibadan: Ibadan University Press, 1973.
e Coker, G.B.A., Family Property among the Yorubas. 2nd ed., London, Sweet &
Maxwell, 1966.

Law of domestic violence in Nigeria Lagos: Nigerian Institute of Advanced
Legal Studies, 2012.



Nwogugu, E.O., Family Law in Nigeria. Ibadan: Heinemann Educational Books
(Nigeria), 2014.

Gender Law:

e Akande, J., Miscellany at Law and Gender Relations Lagos: MIJ Professional
Publishers, 2000.

e werri: Hudson-Jude Press, 2008.

e Ogbu, O. N., Human Rights Law and Practice in Nigeria: An Introduction. Enugu:
Cidjap Publishers, 1999.
Perspectives on Human Rights edited by A. U. Kalu & Y. Osinbajo. Lagos:

Federal Ministry of Justice, 1992.

Udombana, N.J., Human Rights and Contemporary Issues in Africa. Ikeja:
Malthouse Press, 2003.

Intellectual Property & Copyright Law:

e Asein, J.O. Nigerian Copyright Law and Practice. 2nd ed., Nigeria: Gavel Publishing,
2012.

e Essays on Copyright Law and Administration in Nigeria edited by E.E Uvieghara,
1992.

Ola, O., Copyright collective administration in Nigeria: lessons for Africa,
London: Springer, 2013.

Shyllon, F., Intellectual Property Law in Nigeria. Munich: Verlag C.H. Beck,
2003.

International Law:

Umozurike, U.O., Introduction to International Law. Ibadan; Spectrum Books
Limited, 1993.

Yakubu, J. A., International Contracts: Evolution and Theory. Ikeja: Malthouse
Press Ltd, 1999.

Agbede, 1. O. Legal Pluralism. Ibadan: Shaneson, 1991.

Islamic Law:



e Bambale, Y. Crimes and punishments under Islamic law. Ibadan: Malthouse Press,
2003.

Ibrahim, H., Practising Shariah Law: Seven Strategies for achieving Justice in
Shariah Courts. Chicago: American Bar Association, 2012.
Peters, R., Islamic criminal law in Nigeria. Ibadan: Spectrum Books, 2003.

Jurisprudence:

e Egwummuo, J. N., Focus on Law and Jurisprudence. Enugu: Academic Publishing
Co., 2007.
e Elegido, J. M., Jurisprudence. Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited, 1994.
e [Ladan, M. T., Introduction to Jurisprudence: Classical and Islamic. Lagos: Malthouse
Press, 2010.
Nigerian Essays in Jurisprudence edited by T.O. Elias & M.I. Jegede. Lagos:
MI1J Publishers, 1993.

Labour & Employment Law:

e Babalola, O., Casebook on Labour & Employment Law (1995-2013). Lagos: Noetico
Repertum Inc., 2014.
e Emiola, A., Nigerian Labour Law, 3rd ed., Ogbomoso: Emiola (Publishers) 2000.

Ogunniyi, O., Nigerian Labour and Employment Law in Perspective, 2nd ed.
Ikeja: Folio Publishers Ltd, 2004.
Uvieghara, E.E., Labour Law in Nigeria. Lagos: Malthouse Press, 2001.
Uvieghara, E.E., Trade Union Law in Nigeria. Benin-City: Ethiope Pub. Co.,
1976.

Legal Profession:

e Chinwo, C.A.J., Studying Law in Nigeria. Port Harcourt: Davis Printing & Packaging
Co. Ltd, 2006.

e Doherty, O., Legal Practice and Management in Nigeria. London: Cavendish
Publishing, 1998.



The Legal Profession and the Nigerian Nation: Essays in Honour of Chief Afe
Babalola edited by Y. Akinseye-George, Ibadan: International Legal and Allied
Research Network. 2000.

Legal System:

e Asein, J. O. Introduction to the Nigerian Legal System. 2nd ed., Lagos: Ababa Press,

2005.
Current Themes in Nigerian Law edited by I. O. Agbede & E. O. Akanki.
Lagos: University of Lagos, 1997.

e Fawehinmi, G., Courts' system in Nigeria: a guide. Lagos: Nigerian Law
Publications, 1992.

e Fundamentals of Nigerian Law edited by M. Ayo Ajomo. Lagos: Nigerian Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies, 1989.

e Introduction to Nigerian Law, edited by C.O. Okonkwo. London: Sweet & Maxwell,
1980.

Introduction to Nigerian Legal Method. 2nd ed. edited by A. Sanni. Ile-Ife:
Obafemi Awolowo University Press Limited, 2006.
Jegede, O., Bibliography of Nigerian Law Reports. Lagos: Nigerian Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies, 1995.
Jegede, O., Nigerian Legal Bibliography: A classified list of materials related to
Nigerian Law. Dobbs Ferry, NY: Published for the Nigerian Institute of Advanced
Legal Studies, Lagos by Oceana Publications, 1983.

Media Law:
Nigerian Press Law edited by T. O. Elias, London & Lagos: Evans Brothers &
University of Lagos, 1979.
Osinbajo, Y., & Fogam, K., Nigerian Media Law. Lagos: Gravitas Publications, 1991.

Medical Law:

e Emiri, F., Medical law and ethics in Nigeria. Lagos: Malthouse Press, 2012.

Oil & Gas Law:



e Atsegbua, L., Oil and Gas Law in Nigeria: Theory and Practice 3rd ed. Benin: Fifers
Lane Publishers, 2012.

Etikerentse, G., Nigerian Petroleum Law. London: Macmillan, 1985.
Omorogbe, Y., Oil and Gas Law in Nigeria Simplified. Ikeja: Malthouse Press,
2003.
Omorogbe, Y., The Oil and Gas Industry: Exploration and Production Contracts.
Lagos: Malthouse, 1997.

Property Law:

e Elias, T.O., Nigerian Land Law. 4th ed., London: Sweet & Maxwell, 1971.
e James, R.W., Modern Land Law of Nigeria. University of Ife Press: Ile-Ife, 1973.
e Lloyd, P.C., Yoruba Land Law. Ibadan: Oxford University Press, 1962.
e Nwabueze, B. O., Nigerian Land Law. Enugu: Nwamife Publishers, 1972.
e Okany, C. O., Nigerian Law of Real Property. 2nd ed., Enugu: Fourth Dimensions
Publishers, 1986.
Olawoye, C. O., Title to Land in Nigeria. Ibadan: Evans Brothers, 1974.

Succession, Trusts, Wills & Estate Law:

e Animashaun and Oyeniyi’s Law of Succession, Wills and Probate in Nigeria. Lagos:
MI1J Publishers, 2002.
e Harvey, B., The Law and Practice of Nigerian Wills, Probate and Succession, 1968.

Jegede, M.1., Law of Trusts, Bankruptcy and Administration of Estates. Lagos:
MI1J Professional Publishers, 1999.
Law of Wills in Nigeria edited by A. A. Utuama and G.M. Ibru, 2001.
Sagay, I., Nigerian Law of Succession: Principles, Cases, Statutes and
Commentaries. Lagos: Malthouse Press, 2007.
Tobi, N., Cases and Materials on Nigerian Land Law. Lagos: Mabrochi Books,
1997.

Taxation Law:



e Ola, C.S., Income Tax Law and Practice in Nigeria. Ibadan: Heinemann Educational

Books (Nig), 1999.

Tort Law:
Kodilinye, G. & Aluko, O., Nigerian Law of Torts. 2nd ed., Ibadan: Spectrum Books
Limited, 1999.

The Law of Defamation: Challenges in the Face of Rapid ICT Developments edited by
G.M. Ibru, John Akintayo & Lanre Idowu. Lagos: Diamond Publications, 2013.

Encyclopedias

A legal encyclopedia is a comprehensive set of brief articles on legal topics. It is arranged in
alphabetical order, with an index generally included in the final volume. Legal encyclopedias
are a great place to start your research on a new topic since they offer a general introduction

to a legal topic, and often include citations to cases and additional materials.
The two main legal encyclopedias are:

Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) is available in print at the NYU Law Library; this source is

also available via Westlaw

American Jurisprudence 2nd (Am. Jur.2d) is available in print at the NYU Law Library; this

source is also available via Lexis and Westlaw

Law journal or law review

Law review and law journal articles are lengthy, scholarly articles written by experts in the
field on a variety of legal topics. They are scholarly publications covering the legal field.
They publish articles that are comprehensive studies of current topics in law, generally
written by law professors and practitioners. The articles generally contain substantial
citations to primary and secondary sources on the topic, which may lead you to additional
information on the subject. Most law journals are published by law schools, but the category
of legal periodicals also includes publications by bar associations and other legal
organizations. The full-text of journal articles can nowadays be found in several different

locations, both in print and electronically.


http://julius.law.nyu.edu/record=b105021~S0
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/shared/westlawRedirect.asp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewestlaw%2Ecom%2Fsearch%2Fdefault%2Ewl%3Fdb%3DCorpus+Juris%26Action%3Dsearch%26RS%3DITK3%2E0%26VR%3D1%2E0&appflag=87.9
http://julius.law.nyu.edu/record=b105076~S0
http://advance.lexis.com/api/search?q=Publication(%E2%80%9Camerican%20jurisprudence%E2%80%9D)%20&collection=analytical-materials
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/shared/westlawRedirect.asp?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ewestlaw%2Ecom%2Fsearch%2Fdefault%2Ewl%3Fdb%3DAMJUR%26Action%3Dsearch%26RS%3DITK3%2E0%26VR%3D1%2E0&appflag=87.9

Some Nigeria law journals include;

e Nigerian Law Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Association of Law Teachers)

e Nigerian Law and Practice Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Law School)

e Nigerian Current Law Journal (Published by Current Law Publications Limited,
Lagos)

e Nigerian Current Law Review (Journal of the Nigerian Institute for Advanced Legal
Studies)

e Ahmadu Bello University Law Journal

e Obafemi Awolowo University Law Journal

e Civil Liberty Organisation (CLO) Reports on State of Human Rights in Nigeria. CLO,
Lagos.

e The Nigerian Journal of Contemporary Law (Journal of the Faculty of Law,
University of Lagos)

e [badan University Law Review

e Ife Law Juris (Journal of the Department of Jurisprudence and Private Law, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria)

e The Calabar Law Journal (Journal of the Faculty of Law, University of Calabar,
Nigeria)

e The Commercial and Industrial Law Review

e Nasarawa State University Law Journal (Journal of the Faculty of Law, Nasarawa
State University, Keffi)

e Nigerian Bar Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Bar Association)

e [badan Bar Journal (Journal of the Nigerian Bar Association, Ibadan Branch)

e Nigeria Journal of Education Law

e The Journal of Private and Property Law (Journal of the Department of Private &
Property Law, University of Lagos)

e University of Ibadan Journal of Business and Private Law (Journal of the Department
of Business and Private Law, University of Ibadan)

e University of Ibadan Law Journal



e University of Maiduguri Law Journal (Journal of the Faculty of Law, University of
Maiduguri)
e University of Benin Law Journal.

e Obafemi Awolowo University Law Journal.

Treatises

Legal treatises provide a scholarly and in-depth treatment of a legal subject. They often
clarify significant concepts in the area of the law covered by the treatise and provide citations
to pertinent cases and other primary materials. The Law Library maintains treatises covering
a wide variety of subjects, in both print and electronic formats which can be located through a

search on JULIUS.
Hornbooks and Nutshell Series books are available at the Circulation Desk

Legal dictionaries

Legal dictionaries like; Black's Law Dictionary,
Prince's Bieber Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations,
The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citations, e.t.c

Will assist you with finding the meanings and usage of legal terms and abbreviations.


http://julius.law.nyu.edu/
http://julius.law.nyu.edu/record=b1160050~S0
http://julius.law.nyu.edu/record=b1170596~S0
http://julius.law.nyu.edu/record=b167676~S0

