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Chapter 8

Philosophy of Social Sciences (And Applied Sciences)

Natural science experienced tremendous success during the 18th and 19th century on the social and intellectual life of the people of Europe then as they trusted the words of scientists and enquired from them about matters that had no concern with Science. This positive response to science occurred as a result of the change in the socio-cultural milieu at that time. Thus, the application of science in any issues is known as positivism. Positivism grew in the Renaissance and Enlightenment Period. During this time, they started a revolution to return to the Greek heritage of using reasons in matters that concern the general public rather than relying on the dictates of religion as was done in the dark ages. During this time, the Pope was the final authority on every matter. Men and women were burned on stakes for being found guilty of sorcery or witchcraft. Diseases were seen as punishments for sins committed so the church waged wars to kill heathens. However, the intellectual community saw the threat to the human happiness and survival so they wrote literatures that expatiated the benefits of arriving at conclusions justified by reasoning.

Romanticism was also introduced in literature and such literary works were known as a classic. The change from the dark age to the renaissance period was overwhelming as Scientific approach originated from philosophy but science was restricted to the study of natural phenomenon as its behavior was believed to be regular and predictable until August Comte thought otherwise. He, the father of all social sciences felt that society too could be observed and had predictable behaviors
Due to the fact that Positivism rejected theoretical speculations, it has observation-based problems as it is laden with errors in concept, hypothesis, theory, value, interest and culture specific ontologies. Though upon these problems social sciences was still birthed

Social Science is defined as a study that explains the behaviors, interactions, and manifestations of either a person or collective group of people. They include philosophy, economics, sociology, and history. This study came about when early philosophers wanted to find out how society worked.

Social sciences aim to employ the methods of science to study humans as a object of study. The objectives of such endeavor are to understand humans, predict their behavior, influence them, discover and manipulate their behavior if possible and advance beyond the armchair of philosophy. The problem with philosophy of social sciences is that the scientific approach and methods may not be the right approach for studying humans as man is a conscious and rational being which doesn’t behave the same way as the objects of natural sciences.
To grasp the problem with social sciences better, one must look into the problem of Cause and Effect. Which means to find out what event causes an output. The study of this problem goes way back to when Ernest Nagel presents David Hume’s exposition of the motion of causation in a bullet form. In the account, for there to be the cause of another, the cause and effect must:

1. Have a constant relation as wherever the cause occurs the event must follow

2. Be spatially contiguous

3. Be temporally related

4. Have asymmetrical relation  
Francis Offor also explains the Principle of cause and effect as he further points that using scientific methods in social investigation, the social sciences seek to explain the cause of action involving human agents. The thing with humans, unlike the mechanical presentation by Nagel, is that the problems or causes are deeper.  In humans, the reason for an action may be numerous but to what extent do we take the reasons as causes. To solve this problem, one should learn to accept reasons not as causes but as motives or intent.
Upon all these, there are some scholars who still believe and insist that reasons should be treated as causes.  For instance, Robin Collingwood who argues to the extreme that reasons aren’t only causes but they are the ultimate causal power to which lies in humans and ascribing casual power to inanimate things and objects in the physical world may be too naïve of us. 

There is also the problem of the Human Person as the object of Study which was brought up by Max Weber as he thought that the characteristics of man being a rational being with free will and desires undermine the notion of the predictability which natural sciences deduce laws and principles. Although some social sciences like Economics have laws, these laws aren’t implemented all the time as man doesn’t behave rationally all the time.
