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ASSIGNMENT.

SummariseChapte8ofphilosophy.

Philosophyofsocialsciencesandappliedsciences.

Thesuccessrecordedinnaturalscienceintheeighteenthandnineteenthcenturywasenermousonthesocialand

intellectuallifeofthethenpeoplethethenpeopleofEuropethattheystartedtrustingthewordsofscientistsand

evenaskedfortheiropinionsevenonmattersunrelatedtosciencesuchaslaw.Thepositiveresponsetoscience

happenedasaresultofchangein"socio-culturalmilieu"ofthetime.Thesocioculturalmilieuinwhichpositivism

grewiscalledtherenaissanceandtheenlightenmentperiod.Itiscalledarenaissanceperiodbecauseitmarkeda

periodwhenpeoplestartedarevolutionofreturntotheirGreekheritageofusingreasoninmattersofpublicconcern

andnotthedictateofreligionasitwasthattime.ThewordsofthePopewasthefinalofeverymatter(politicalor

social).Itwasaperiodthathumanswereburnedatstakebecausetheywerefoundguiltybythechurchofwitchcraft.

Diseasesweresaidtobedirectconsequencesofsins,sothechurchwagedseveralwarstoexterminatetheheathens.

Thicommunitysawitasabigthreattohumanhappinessandsurvival.Humansstartedinfiltratingliteraturewiththe

benefitsofusingreasontoarrivatjustifiedconclusions.ArtsandmusicwerehiddenGreekworldviewstoo.Which

becameknow asthe"Romanticism"whichgaverisetohumanism andnaturalism.Theworksproducedasatthis

timewerealsoregardedas"classic".AccordingyoRussel"theperiodofhistorywhichiscommonlycalledmodelhas

amentaloutlookwhichdifferedfrom themedievalperiod.Ofthesetwoarethemostimportant:I)thediminishing

authorityofthechurchii)increasingauthorityofscience.

Scientificapproachto thingsgrew outofphilosophicalapproachtoissues,butsciencewasrestrictedtostudy

naturalphenomenonbecausofthebeliefthatonlymaterialbehavedinaparticularway.Thisbelievewaschangedby

aFrenchsocialphilosopherAugustComtedecidedthatthesocietybehavesinaregularpatternlikematerial

things.Thiswasthebeginningofsocialsciencesandsociology.AugustComteisstillregardedasthefatherof

sociologyandsocialsciences.Positivism rejectstheoreticalspeculationsthataren'tbasedonfactofexperienceasa

meansofobtainingknowledge.Positivism declaresfalse.Therearealotofproblemswiththisconceptionofideal

knowledgeseekingenterprise.Firstoftheseproblemsisobservationuponwhichthebasicjustificationofpositivism

cameisladenwitherror.Theyincludethefactsthatobservationsare:conceptladen,hypothesisladentheory

laden,valueladen,interestladenandlastlyareladenwithculturespecificontogies.

WhatisSocialScience?Itisanareaofstudydedicatedtotheexplanationofhumanbehaviour,interactionsand

manifestations,either as an individualin a society or group.Disciplines in the socialscience include:

sociology,archeology,politicalscienceandmanymore.Socialscienceseekstoemploythemethodofsciencein

socialphenomenatakingthehumanpersonasobjectofstudy.TheObjectivesinclude:understandinghumansin

bothhistoricalandculturaldevelopmentcontext.2.Beingabletopredicthumanbehaviourbasedonthepatternof

interaction.3.Influencinghumanbehaviourgroomingittowardsasociallydesirableconduct.4.discoveringand

manipulatingthelawsgoverningmostofhumanbehaviour.5.Theknowledgeaboutthecharacteristic&associated

behaviourofapersonorgroup.Itcouldbeconcludedthatphilosophyofsocialsciencestartedoutofcuriosity.There

isanincongruityinusingmethodofscientigicenquirytostudyhumanandhissociety.Thisisbecausehumansdo

notbehaveinthesamewayasobjectsofnaturalscience.



TheProblem ofReasonsandCauses:Inordertounderstandtheproblemswithsocialsciencebetteritisbetterwe

understandtheessentialfeaturesofsciencethatitistoprovideacasualorcorrelationationalconnectionbetween

eventsanditscauses.Accordingtothis account,foranythingtobethecauseof another,thecauseandeffect

must:1.Haveaninvariablerelationinthesensethatwhenevertheallegedcauseoccurstheeffectmustalsooccur.2.

Bepartiallycontiguous3.Betemporarilyrelatedsuchthatthecausesprecedestheeffectintime.4.Havean

asymmetricalrelationinthatoccurrenceoftheallegedcausemustbeactualevent,whichbringsabouttheeffect.

Theprincipalofcausesandeffectsstatesthatforeveryeventintheuniversethereisasetofconditionssuchthatif

conditionsareallfufilledthentheevenvariablyoccurs,AccordingtoFrancisOffor.Healsostatedthatbyemploying

thescientificmethodinsocialinvestigation,thesocialsciencesseektoexplainthecauseofactioninvolvinghuman

agents.Ifthereasonforsomethingcanbemanybutthecauseofsomethingcannotbe,towhatextentcanwetake

reasonsascauses?Onewaytosolvethisproblem istoacceptreasonsarenotcausesbutmotiveorintent.Scholars

likeAugusteComtehavearguedonwhetheritisnotbettertoleavereasonasmotive,driveorintentandcause.

Thoughtherearesomescholarswhoinsiststhatreasonscanbetreatedascauses.

TheProblem ofHumanPersonasObjectofStudyinSocialSciences:Anotherproblem withtheprojectofsocial

scienceisthataccordingtoMax,methodologyofsciencebecomesinapplicableduetothefactthattheobjectof

studyinsocialscienceisman,arationalbeingwithfreewillsandothersentientfeaturesthatcomeintoplayinhis

actionorreaction.Thesefactorsunderminethenotionsofpredictabilityofbehaviourwithwhichnaturalscienceis

knowntodeducetheirprincipals&laws.


