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1) The major steps in processing a criminal case are as follows:

Investigation of a crime by the police: The purpose of a criminal investigation is to gather evidence to identify a suspect and support an arrest. An investigation may require a search, an exploratory inspection of a person or property. Probable cause is the standard of proof required for a search. Probable cause; means there are facts or apparent facts indicating that evidence of criminality can be found in a specific place.

Arrest of a suspect by the police: An arrest involves taking a person into custody for the purpose of holding the suspect until court. Probable cause is the legal requirement for an arrest. It means that there is a reasonable link between a specific person and a particular crime.

Prosecution of a criminal defendant by a district attorney:  When deciding whether to charge a person with a crime, prosecutors weigh many factors, including the seriousness of the offense and the strength of the evidence.

Indictment by a grand jury or the filing of an information by a prosecutor:  Under the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, an indictment is required when prosecuting a capital offense. A prosecutor has the option of an indictment or an information in cases involving crimes punishable by imprisonment. In about half the states and the federal system, a grand jury decides whether to bring charges against a person in a closed hearing in which only the prosecutor presents evidence. The defendant has no right to be present at grand jury proceedings and no right to have a defense attorney represent him or her before the grand jury. The standard for indicting a person for a crime is probable cause. In the remaining states, a prosecutor files a charging document called an information. A preliminary (probable cause) hearing is held to determine if there is enough evidence to warrant a trial. The defendant and his or her attorney can be present at this hearing to dispute the charges.

Arraignment by a judge: Before the trial, the defendant appears in court and enters a plea. The most common pleas are guilty and not guilty.

Pretrial detention and /or bail: Detention refers to a period of temporary custody prior to trial. Bail is an amount of money paid by a defendant to ensure he or she will show up for a trial.

Plea bargaining between the defense attorney and the prosecutor: Usually, in plea bargaining, the defendant agrees to plead guilty in exchange for a charge reduction or sentence reduction.

Trial/adjudication of guilt by a judge or jury, with a prosecutor and a defense attorney participating: A trial is held before a judge or jury. The standard of evidence for a criminal conviction is guilt beyond a reasonable doubt—less than 100 percent certainty but more than high probability. If there is doubt based on reason, the accused is entitled to be acquitted.

Sentencing by a judge: If the accused is found guilty, a judge metes out a sentence. Possible sentences include a fine, probation, a period of incarceration in a correctional institution, such as a jail or prison, or some combination of supervision in the community and incarceration.

Appeals filed by attorneys in appellate courts and then ruled on by appellate judges:   If an appellate court reverses a case, the case returns to trial court for retrial. With a reversal, the original trial becomes moot (that is, it is as though it never happened). Following a reversal, a prosecutor decides whether to refile or drop the charges. Even if a prosecutor drops the charges, the defendant can still be prosecuted later as long as the statute of limitations for the crime the defendant is accused of committing hasn't run out. Such a statute imposes time limits on the government to try a case.

Punishment and/or rehabilitation administered by local, state, or federal correctional authorities:  Most inmates do not serve the complete term and are released before the expiration of their maximum sentences. Release may be obtained by serving the maximum sentence mandated by a court or through an early release mechanism, such as parole or pardon.

 Method by which Civil Procedures is commenced in High Court:
1) Form and Commencement of Action: Subject to the provisions of any enactment, civil proceedings may be begun by writ, originating summons, civil proceedings originating motion or petition, or any other method required by other rules of court governing any special subject matter as provided in these Rules.

2) Effect of Non-Compliance: Where in beginning or purporting to begin any proceedings or at any stage in the course of or in connection with any proceedings, there has, by reason of anything done or left undone, been a failure to comply with the requirements of these Rules, whether in respect of time, place, manner, form or content or in any other respect, the failure may be treated as an irregularity and if so treated, will not nullify the proceedings, or any document, judgment or order therein. 

3) Particulars of Claim:The Court may, on the application of the defendant, or on its own motion, order further or better particulars to be supplied by the plaintiff.

4) Causes of Action: Subject to rule 3 of this Order, a plaintiff may in one action claim relief against the same defendant in respect of two or more causes of action.

5) Writ of Summons: A writ of summons shall be issued by the Registrar, or other officer of the Court empowered to issue summonses, on application.

6) Originating Summons:The provisions of this Order shall apply to all originating summonses subject, in the case of originating summonses of that class made by these Rules or by or under any Act or other written law. Every originating summons shall be in Forms 53, 54, 55, 56 or 57 in the Appendix to these Rules, whichever is appropriate. 

7) Petition; General Provisions:This Order shall apply to petitions by which civil proceedings in the Court are begun, subject, in the case of petitions of any particular class, to any special provisions relating to petitions of that class made by or under any Act or Law.

8) Interlocutory Applications:Motions Generally. An interlocutory application may be made at any stage of an action. Where by these Rules any application is authorised to be made to the Court or a Judge in chambers or a Registrar, the application may be made by motion.

9) Affidavits:Upon any motion, petition or summons, evidence may be given by affidavit; but the Court, or a Judge in chambers may, on the application of either party, order the attendance for cross-examination of the person making any such affidavit and where, after such an order has been made, the person in question does not attend, his affidavit shall not be used as evidence unless by special leave of the Court or a Judge in chambers. 

10) Place of Instituting and of Trial of Suits:All suits relating to land, or any mortgage or charge thereon, or any other interest therein or for any injury thereto and also all actions relating to personal property distrained or seized for any cause, shall where the land is situated, or the distress or seizure took place in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja be commenced and determined in the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. 

11) Parties: General, all persons may be joined in one action as plaintiffs in whom any right to relief (in respect of or arising out of the same transaction or in a series of transactions) is alleged to exist whether jointly, severally, or in the alternative, where, if such persons brought separate actions, any common question of law or fact would arise; and judgment may be given for such one or more of the plaintiffs as may be found to be entitled to relief, for such relief as he or they may be entitled to, without any amendment: Provided that if, upon the application of any defendant, it appears that the joinder may embarrass any of the parties or delay the trial of the action, the Court or a Judge in chambers may order separate trial, or make such other order as may be expedient in the circumstances. 

12) Service of Process: Service within Jurisdiction, service of writs of summons, notices, petitions, pleadings, orders, summonses, warrants and of all other proceedings, documents, or written communications of which service is required, shall be made by the sheriff or a deputy sheriff, bailiff, officer of the Court, or by a person appointed therefore by the Court or by a Judge in chambers, unless another mode of service is prescribed by these Rules, or the Court or a Judge in chambers otherwise directs: Provided that when a party is represented by a legal practitioner, service of notices, pleadings, petitions, orders, summonses, warrants and of all other proceedings, documents or written communications of which personal service is not required may be made by or on such legal practitioner or his clerk under his control. 

13) Appearance: A defendant shall within the time limited in the writ or other originating process enter an appearance in the manner hereinafter prescribed. 

14) Default of Appearance: Where a writ of summons is endorsed for a liquidated demand whether specially or otherwise and the defendant fails, or all the defendants, if more than one, fail, to appear thereto, the plaintiff may have entered in his favour final judgment for any sum not exceeding the sum endorsed on the writ, together with interest at the rate specified (if any), or (if no rate be specified) at the rate of six per cent per annum, to the date of the judgment, and costs: Provided that this rule shall not apply to an action by a moneylender or an assignee for the recovery of money lent by a moneylender, or to an action for the enforcement of any agreement or security relating to any such money. 

15) Arrest of Absconding Defendant:If in any suit for an amount or value of one thousand naira or upwards, the defendant is about to leave the jurisdiction of the Court or has disposed of or removed from the jurisdiction, his property, or any part thereof, or is about to do so, the plaintiff may, either at the institution of the suit or at any time thereafter until final judgment, make an application to the Court that security be taken for the appearance of the defendant to answer and satisfy any judgment that may be passed against him in the suit. 

16)  Interim Attachment of Property: Where the defendant in any suit with intent to obstruct or delay the execution of any decree that may be passed against him, is about to dispose of his property, or any part thereof, or to remove any such property from the jurisdiction; or in any suit founded on contract or for detinue or trover in which the cause of action arose within the jurisdiction.

17) Detention of Ships and Reparation for Needless Arrests: Where the circumstances of a case appear to the Court so to require, it shall be lawful for the Court on the application of any plaintiff, by warrant under the seal of the Court, to stop the clearance or to order the arrest and detention by the sheriff of any ship about to leave the jurisdiction (other than a ship enjoying immunity from civil process), and the clearance shall be stopped, or the ship arrested and detained accordingly: Provided that no such warrant shall be issued at the instance of any plaintiff unless the application is supported by an affidavit of the facts. 

