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FightingagainstthecommonenemycalledCOVID-19hasproventobeharderthanwhatwas

envisagedfortheWesternworldandworldleadersofdifferentgovernments.

TheCoronavirusdisease(COVID-19),ahighlytransmittableandpathogenicviralinfection

causedbysevereacuterespiratorysyndromecoronavirus2(SARS-CoV-2),originatingfrom

Chinahasbroughtthebiggesthorrorofmoderntimes.

ThetotalconfirmedcasesofCoronaVirusintheworldisonitswayofhittingadisheartening

whoopingtwomillionworldwide.ItisalsounfortunatetonotethatCOVID-19isapandemic,the

firstofitskind,beinghighlycontagiousandmorefatalthatotherVirusesthathavecauseda

healthfrenzyintheworld.

TheSARSandMERSViruseswerediseasesthatwerealsohighlyinfectiousinnature,however,

thesevirusesweremerelyepidemicsthatcutacrossandlargelyaffectedAsia(SARS)andthe

MiddleEast(MERS)respectively.

COVID-19hasindeedbeenthemostdifficultPandemictodealwithduetotheapacespreadof



thevirusacrosseverynooksandcranniesofalmosteverycountryintheworld.Ithasdefinitely

broughtglobalsocietytoascreechinghalt.Researchersarenowracingtodevelopdrugsand

vaccinesforthediseasethathasalreadysickenedalmosttwomillionpeople(withtheUnited

StatesofAmericabeingthecurrentepicenteroffatalities).OtherCountrieshighlyaffected

includeItaly,Spain,TheUnitedKingdom,France,Germany,SouthKorea,China,Morroco,Nigeria,

SaudiArabia,Israel,India,Turkey,Ghana,amongstmanyothers.

TheWorldHealthOrganisationhasstatedthatregulartopmostpersonalhygiene,someof

whichinclude,Frequentwashingofhandswithcleanwaterandsoap,socialandphysical

distancing,selfisolation,wearingoffacemask,andfrequentuseofSanitizer.Presidentsof

Nationshavealsochampionedthesepreventivemeasuresandhavealsoresortedtocivil

punishmentforindividualswhofloutthesemeasures,especiallywhenitcomestoselfisolation.

Socialmedia,whichreferstowebsitesandapplicationsthataredesignedtoallowpeopleto

sharecontentquickly,toenablesocialnetworkinghasalwayshadtheuppermostroletoplay(on

adigitallandscape),andonapositiveside,iscurrentlyapivotalforceduringthisPandemicin

theareaofsensitisingthegeneralworldaboutpreventivemeasuresandregularfactualupdates

viatheuseofpopularplatforms.

Socialmediahasspreadinformationprettyfastduetothefactthatasignificantnumberof

peopleallovertheworldhaveatleastoneofthepopularsocialmediaaccounts,whichinclude

Facebook(havingoverabillionusers),andWhat'sAppwhicharethemostpopular.

ItisimportanttonotethatsocialmediaplatformssuchasFacebook,Twitter,andthelikesare

facilitatingimportantconversationsandenlightenmentconcerningthevirus.Socialmediahas

seenanumberofprofessionalathletes,celebritiesandinfluencersspeakupurgingthe

commonindividualtokeepsafeandtakeeverythingtheyseeseriously.

However,onanegativenote,itisdishearteningtonotesocialmediahasaidedtheprofileration

offakenews,dodgyhealthadviceandfakecuresforCOVID-19.

Weareintheagewhereanyonecanonanysocialmediaplatform andplantwhateverheorshe

deemsfitforthemassesassocialmediahasprovideaverywideandfreelandscapefor

anyoneandeveryone.Itisaknownfactthatsocialmediapromotescontentthatgarnersthe

mostengagement,andthiswithoutadoubtispartiallyresponsibleforthespreadof

misinformationandsensationalism online.

Inmyopinion,gullibleindividualsarealsopartiallyresponsibleforthespreadofmisinformation,

whichtheythemselvescontinuetospreadanditthenbecomesachainofthespreadof

misinformation.Thisiswherethegovernmentandpublichealthauthoritiesneedtopromote

digitalliteracy.

Variousplatformsthataidethedisseminationoffakenewsarealsoresponsibleforthe

misleadingstoriesduringthesetryingtimes.TheWesterndigitalsocialmediaplatformssuch

asFacebook,Twitter,andWhat'sAppactasfacilitatorsandmultipliersofCOVID-19related

misinformation.



Misinformationduringdiseaseoutbreaks,epidemicsandpandemicsareverycommondueto

thelargenumberofindividualsthathavetheiremotionalintelligenceweakenedduetopanic

andfear.Thenthedailyonloadofnewsupdatesontheviruswhichisalmostunavoidableas

newsonCOVID-19isoneveryplatform anddevicealsocontributestothepanicandfearin

individuals.

Dodgyhealthadvicecomeoffintheform ofrumourswhichisalsopartofthemisinformation

beingspreadviasocialmedia.Somerumours,mostofwhichhavebeendebunkedbysenior

publichealthofficialsincludeapopularfaketheorythatofholdingyourbreathforaboutten

secondswithoutcoughing.,Inthecasewhichifonecan'thelpbutcough,heorshehasCorona

virus.

Anotherdodgytheorywasthatofusingantibioticstocuretheviruswhichisdumbinevery

senseasantibioticsareonlyusedtocureorsubduebacteriaandnotviruses.HotTemperature

asacurewentroundonsocialmediaasacuretoCoronavirus,buttheWorldHeath

Organisationdiscreditedthatidea.

Wesurelycan'tknowmorethanthemostrespectedandhighlyreveredhealthorganisation.

Youthfulimmunitycameoutasatheorystatingonlyoldpeoplecoulddie,howeverfatalities

haveprovenpeopleofallageshadtestedpositivewithsomeevendying.Themostpopular

fakerumourwereconspiraciesofadigitalcontagionbasedmainlyonasupposed5Gnetwork

rolledoutinChinaisthereasonfortheevolutionofCoronavirusduetoradio-frequencyenergy.

Electronicscientistshaveproventhatradiofrequencyenergyfrom 5Gcannotcausehealth

problems.Someofthesemisinformationharbouredxenophobictendenciesespeciallywhen

CoronaViruswastaggedtheChinesevirus.IndividualsallovertheworldstartedseeingChinese

peopleasprimitiveinnaturewhenresearchersfoundoutCOVID-19developedinWetmarkets.

Inmyopinion,gullibleindividualsarealsopartiallyresponsibleforthespreadofmisinformation,

whichtheythemselvescontinuetospreadanditthenbecomesachainofthespreadof

misinformation.Thisiswherethegovernmentandpublichealthauthoritiesneedtopromote

digitalliteracy.Inordertocurbthisproliferationoffakenews,individualsneedtotakeabreak

from frequentlybeingontheknowviasocialmediasoasnottofallpreytofakenews

.Thiswillenableindividualstodecipherbetweengenuinenewsandfakenews.Factual

Structuresshouldalsobeputinplacetostandasahavenwhereindividualscangetfactsonall

sortsofinformation.

ItisgoodtoknowthattheNCDC(NigerianCentreforDiseaseControl)isanexampleofsuch

structure.Willtheprofilerationoffakenewsbetotallyeradicated?Definitelynot.Thisisbecause

themassmediaisdynamicandtheskyisstillverybigforanyonetoputupanysort

inappropriatenews,butwiththesefewmeasuresIhavementioned,theywilldefinitelybea

decrease.



###


