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QUESTION 2 : Social Media & Proliferation of fake news, dodgy health advice & fake cures of COVID_19

        Corona Virus is a respiratory disease that affects the respiratory system of the infected person. The symptoms includes: Coughing, fever, difficulty in breathing. There's no cure for COVID_19 yet. The safety precautions includes : Regular washing of hands with soap and water, using alcohol- based hand sanitizers, sneezing and coughing into your flexed elbows or a tissue and make sure to dispose it properly, staying away from anyone with symptoms of common cold or flu.

Confirmed Total  Cases of Corona Rise to 323 in Nigeria 13th April, 2020
Discharged Cases : 85 
Active Cases: 228
Deaths: 10  
 Kadunna has traced about 57,000 possible cases . 
There are 1,863,406 confirmed total cases in the world
Deaths: 115,000.
As the coronavirus epidemic reaches the African continent, false information is spreading faster than the virus itself. The World Health Organization (WHO) has warned against the consequences of a pernicious “infodemic.”

Despite Donald Trump’s conviction that the coronavirus wouldn’t be able to survive warmer springtime temperatures, the illness has made it to Africa, with countries like Senegal, Algeria, Egypt, Kenya and Nigeria affected.

Social media sites are highly responsible for the spread of counterproductive rumours. Facing pressure from the WHO, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube confirmed that they have taken measures to counter disinformation about the coronavirus.

The following are some fake news transmission methods about Corona Virus:

_ Transmission via mosquito bites
Although it’s always appropriate to keep a safe distance from the insect that spreads paludism and dengue fever, respiratory viruses don’t seem, at this stage, to be transmitted by mosquito bites, but by droplets of saliva or nasal secretions expelled by an infected person when coughing or sneezing. Speaking of animals, no house pets seem to have been infected by the new coronavirus.

_ Transmission by Air
  Most people believe that Corona virus is transmitted through air which is not true . With the speed at which air moves if the virus is transmitted by air we'll probably all be dead by now. The virus is transmitted through air droplets . If an infected person sneezes or coughs into the air , the virus hangs in the air for some seconds  before it drops down. 

_ Transmission via parcels from China
Although their lifespan varies depending on the environment and temperature, pathogenic germs can only survive on objects such as parcels, coins and credit cards for a few hours. Products imported from China to Africa have been travelling for too long to transmit the virus.

_ Some  Remedies which are of no help
  The  virus doesn't have a cure yet and people are prescribing different types of remedies for the virus. Almost everyone is now a doctor because they're all suggesting one thing or the other to be the cure.

_Antibiotics work against bacteria, not viruses. Taking antibiotics to treat or prevent coronavirus could prove harmful by reducing a person’s vigilance. Vaccines against pneumonia don’t provide protection against COVID-19 either. The potential efficacy of chloroquine is currently being studied but doesn’t look particularly promising.

_Temperature as a cure

Just as the scientific community didn’t give Trump’s theories on COVID-19’s survival in high temperatures a seal of approval – hand dryers and UV lamps don’t effectively guard against the virus – the WHO has also discredited the idea that cold weather and snow can kill the new virus.

  Some people also believe that drinking boiled pineapple or orange peel can help boost your immune system against Corona virus because the virus doesn't survive in warmer temperatures. Some even go as far as saying steam inhalation & drinking hot tea or coffee also helps to prevent Corona virus since it's a respiratory disease, that the heat will burn up the virus in your throat if you have it.

_Far-fetched remedies
Some wrongly maintain that people can protect themselves against COVID-19 by washing their hands with children’s urine, applying sesame oil all over their body or consuming cannabis. These are simply examples of false advertising and/or click bait. Although people joke that consuming too much garlic will keep away potentially infected individuals due to extremely bad breath, this edible plant doesn’t boost the body’s immune system.

      Conspiracy Theories and Enemy Systems Theory 

_ Biological Weapon Rumours
Just as conspiracy theories proliferated about HIV, theories surrounding the coronavirus is that the disease is a biological weapon engineered by the Chinese government to ursurp power from the United States as world power since they can't defeat the United States military.Another rumour claims that it was an experiment the Chinese Government were working on and that it was either deliberately or accidentally released. These rumours overlap with tall tales of former Soviet bloc countries supposedly carrying out secret geopolitical operations to weaken democracies via massive viral propaganda campaigns.

_ Digital contagion
Based mainly on the fact that the 5G network was rolled out in the Chinese city of Wuhan just a few weeks before the coronavirus came on the scene, and that infected passengers on the Diamond Princess cruise ship had been using the technology, chat groups have been fuelling suspicion towards the electromagnetic fields (EMF) emitted by wireless communications networks. 

For some, 5G is the source of the virus while, for others, COVID-19 is actually as harmless as the common cold but is being used to cover up the outbreak of other diseases. 

Reference: www.The Africa report.com. Article written by Damien Glez on 17th March, 2020.

