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In not more than two pages do a review of chapter 8 of Temidayo D. Oladipo and Noah O. Balogun History and philosophy of science.

               The success recorded in the natural science in the eighteenth and nineteenth century was so enormous on the social and intellectual life of the then people of Europe that they started trusting the words of the scientists and even sought their opinion on matters unrelated to science such as law and forensic evidence. The socio - cultural milieu in which positivism grew is called renaissance and enlightenment period. The aeon prior to the renaissance period was called the dark ages because it was the time religious belief reigned supreme. 

            However, the intellectual community at the time saw this as a big threat to human happiness and survival so they started infiltrating literature with the benefits of using reason to move at justified conclusion. Romanticism gave rise humanism and naturalism. During the history period, there were two important facts:the diminishing authority of the church, and the increasing authority of science. Science was restricted to the study of natural phenomena because it was only the material that was believed to behave in a regular and predictable way not until a french social philosopher Auguste Comte was of the opinion that society behaves in a regular pattern much like material things and this behaviour can be studied and some what accurate predictions made. 

              Positivism does not accept  theoretical speculations that are not based on facts of experience as a means of obtaining knowledge. There are shortcomings of positivism; there are lot of problems with the conception of ideal knowledge seeking enterprise and the first of these problems is observation. Social Science can be defined as an area of study dedicated to the explanation of human behaviour, interactions and manifestations, either as an individual in a society or collectivity as a group; which includes the institution, norms and mores such interactions created. 

              Disciplines in social science are :sociology, Economics, Psychology, Political Science e.t.c social science e seek to employ the method of science in the investigationof social phenomena taking the human person as object of study. Philosophy of social science came 

up out of inquisitiveness that the central focus and the propelling motive of social science may be difficult due to methodological mismatch. 

             Some objectives of social science :

*  Having an understanding of humans in both historical and cultural growth context and factors responsible for such development or change. 

 *  Discovering and controlling if possible the laws governing most of human behaviour. 

 *  Influencing human behaviour grooming it towards a socially desirable conduct and channeling together effort towards growth.

              For anything to be the cause of another, the cause and effect must be able to undergo some of these :

* Have an invariable or constant relation in the sense that whenever the alleged cause occurs,the effect must also occur. 

* Be temporally related such that the cause precedes the effect in time just as the effect must follow continously from the cause

* Be spatially contiguous, that is the two events must occur in approximately the same location or at least be related by a chain of events that are spatially linked. 

 According to Offor;  The principle of cause and effect states that for every event in the world, there is a set of conditions such that if the conditions are all fullfilled, then the uniformly occurs.

            He also goes further to declare and maintain that " by employing the scientific method in social investigation, the social sciences seek to explain the cause of action involving human agents. Some scholars are of the opinion that the word 'reason and cause can be substituted for each other. Scholars like J.S. MILL,  T.M. Newcomb and Auguste Comte have argued on whether it is not better to leave reason as motive, drive or intent and not cause. 

             Also, Robin Collingwood a scholar argues to the extreme that reasons are not only causes but they are the greatest casual power that lies in human and that and that attribute casual power to lifeless things and object in the physical world maybe too clueless of us. Another problem with the planned endeavour of social science is that according to Max Weber, methodology of social science becomes inapplicable due to the fact that the object of study in social science is man who is a rational being with free will, desires, emotions and other sentient features that come into play in his actions and reactions. So all this works against the opinion of predictability of behaviour with which natural science is known to deduce theirprinciples and laws. 

