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HISTORYANDPHILOSOPHYOFSCIENCE
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CHAPTER8–PHILOSOPHYOFSOCIALSCIENCES

The18thand19thcenturyrecordedgreatsuccessinthenaturalscientificfieldthataffectedthe
socialandintellectuallifeoftheEuropeans;thismadethem trustscientistsevenwithmatters
thathadnothingtodowithscience,example:lawandforensicevidence.Thechangeinsocio-
culturalmilieuofthetimewasasaresultofthepositiveresponseinthe18thand19thcenturies.

Positivism wasthenamegiventothebeliefinorapplicationofscienceinanyissue.Itgrewin
therenaissanceandenlightenmentperiod.Itwascalledtherenaissanceperiodbecausethis
wasthetimewhenpeoplestartedarevolutionofreturntotheirGreekheritageofusingreason
inmattersofpublicconcernandnotthedictatesofreligionasitwasinthedarkages.

Itwascalleddarkagesbecausereligiousbeliefreignedsupreme.ThePopewastheleaderand
hehadasayineverymatter,beitpolitical,socialorintellectual.Ifthechurchfoundanyone
guiltyofwitchcraftandsorcery,theywereburnt.Itwasalsobelievedthatdiseasesweresentby
godasapunishmentforsinandidolatry.Theintellectualcommunityatthattimesawthisasa
greatthreattohumansurvivalsotheyslowlyinfiltratedliteraturewiththebenefitsofusing
reasontoarriveatanyconclusionjustlikeSocrates,AristotleandPlato.Thisbecamethe
classicalperiodforromanticism.Romanticism gaverisetohumanism andnaturalism,and
worksofartandliteratureproducedatthistimewerealsoregardedasclassic.BertrandRussell
putsthismore tersewhenhesaid,“theperiodofhistorywhichiscommonlycalled‘modern’
hasametaloutlookwhichdiffersfrom thatofthemedievalperiodinsomanyways.ofallthese,
therearetwomostimportant:thediminishingauthorityofthechurchandtheincreasing
authorityofscience.Russellalsoholdsthat“theemancipationfrom theauthorityofthechurch
ledtothegrowthofindividualism,eventothepointofanarchy.

Whatissocialscience

Itis an area of study dedicated to the explanation of human behavior,interaction,
manifestations,eitherasanindividualinasocietyorcollectivelyasagroupincludingthe
institutions,normsandmoressuchinteractionscreated.Itcanalsobedefinedasthescientific
studyofhumansocietyandsocialrelationships.Somephilosophersinsocialsciencesare:
AugustComte,KarlMax,EmileDurkheim,MaxWeber,JurgenHabermasetc.Thedisciplines
undersocialscience include:Anthropology,Archaeology,Economics,Geography,History,
Politicalscience,PsychologyETC

Socialsciencesseektoemploythemethodofscienceintheinvestigationofsocialphenomena
takingthehum anpersonastheobjectofstudy.Thiscourseisstudiedinorderto:

 Understandhumansbothhistoricallyandculturaldevelopment

 Beingabletopredicthumanbehavior



 Beabletoinfluencehumanbehaviour

 Discoverandmanipulateifpossible,thelawsgoverningmosthuman
behaviorandAdvancebeyondarmchairphilosophy.

The philosophyofsocialscience arouse outofthe curiositythatthe centralfocusand
propellingmotiveofsocialsciencemaybeimpossibleduetomethodologicalmismatch.In
otherwords,thereexistsanuncertaintyinusingthemethodofscientificenquirytostudy
humansandthesociety.Theuncertaintyisbasedonthefactthathumanbeingsdonotbehave
intheexactwayobjectsinnaturalsciencesdo.Astickisanunconsciousbeingsoitmay
behaveinaregularandpredictablewaywhenpushed.However,manasaconsciousand
rationalbeingmaynotbehaveinthemanner.

THEPROBLEM OFREASONSANDCAUSES

Inordertounderstandtheproblem ofsocialsciences,oneneedstounderstandthatonevital
characteristicofscienceandscientificexplanationisto provideacausalorcorrelational
connectionbetweentheeventandthecause.ThismeansthatittriestoexplainwhyeventCis
thecauseofeventDwhichiseffect.ErnestNagelpresentsDavidHume’sexpositionofthe
notionofcausationinbulletform whichisendangeringtothisanalysis.Accordingtothis
account,foranythingtobethecauseofanother,thecauseandeffectmust:

 Haveaninvariableorconstantrelationinthesensethatwhatevertheallegedcause
occurs,theeffectmustalsooccur.

 Bespatiallycontiguous

 Betemporallyrelatedsuchthatthecauseprecedestheeffectjustintimeastheeffect
mustfollowcontinuouslyfrom thecauseand

 Haveanasymmetricalrelationinthattheoccurrenceofallegedcausemustbeactual
event,whichbringsabouttheeffect,suchthattheeffectmustbepartoftheoriginal
conditionsthatarenecessaryandsufficientforitsownoccurrence.

FrancisOfforstatedthatforeveryeventintheuniverse,thereisasetofconditionssuchthatif
theconditionsareallfulfilled,thentheeventinvariablyoccurs.Hefurtherstatesthat,“by
employingscientificmethodsinsocialinvestigations,thesocialsciencesseektoexplainthe
causeofactioninvolvinghumanagents.

THEPROBLEM OFHUMANPERSONASOBJECTOFSTUDYINSOCIALSCIENCES

Anotherproblem with the projectofsocialscience is thataccording to Max Weber,
methodologyofsciencebecomesinapplicableduetothefactthattheobjectofstudyin
socialscienceisman,arationalbeing withfreewill,desires,emotionsand otherscientist
featuresthatcomeintoplayinhisactionsorreaction.Allthesefactorsunderminethenotionof
predictabilityofbehaviorwithwhichnaturalscienceisknowntodeducetheirprinciplesand
laws.


