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ANSWER

Just as we all know, the criminal justice system starts with the criminal from the court ,the case starts ,if found guilty the court will pronounce the offender guilty.However there are certain things that will guide the court on the sentencing .

In sentencing Evans who have been found guilty ,the basic guidelines laid down by the supreme court to reach a reasonable sentencing will be followed.

  The guidelines laid down by the supreme court are:

a) The nature of the offence 

b) The characters or nature of the offence

c) The position of the offender among his confedrats 

d) The rapancy of the offence 

e) Statutory limitation 

f) Concurrency of the sentence                                                                                        1 )To start with ,Nature of the offence. As a principle of law and practice the nature of the offence committed by an accused person of which he has been found guilty of goes a long way in dictating /determining the extent of punishment .In the case of Adeyeye and others v.The State ,a  case of robbery by violence tried by the High Court of the Western stae ,the court imposed a sentence of 18yrs imprisonment on the accused person on appeal   the Western state Appeal court reduced the sentence to 10 years the accused person unsatisfied with the decision of the appeal court yet appealed to the Supreme court the supreme court reinstated the 18years with 3 strokes of cain .As we can see in this case , the punishment that will be given to Evans will be based on the nature of the offence he has committed. 

2)  Futhermore,character or nature of the offender .As a principle of law and as a rule of evidence and character of evidence is inadmissible in law .That is, the role that acussed person(Evans) played in committing the crime will determine the punishment to be greater or less. In R v State ,the fact that the appellant had been previously convicted for defilement ,this led the court to increase his sentence feom 18 months to 5 years imprisonment with hard labour . 

3 ) position of the offender among his congedrates : That is, when the offender plays a minor role .In the case of Enahoro v The Queen, a case of treasonable felony Enahoro was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment by the High court the Supreme court reduced the sentence to 5 years . 

  Therefore, the role Evans played in all the crimes will determine the extent of his punishment as it is written that the gang leader should be punished more severly by the court this is to affirm that those who instigate should get a higher punishment than those instigated in that case , the late Awolowo the leader got 10 years sentence so the lieutenant should not get a sentence higher than 10 years . 

4) Rapancy of the offence : Where an offence is ranpant or previlent ,court has always thought that the severity of sentence will aid in stamping out the crime in State v another , that robbery on the roads and water in recent times has been on increase and disturbing that the two parties to the robbery was sentenced to 20 years imprisonment .

Rapancy of the offence is one of the most necessary consideration as it can be a mitigating factor or an aggrevating one depending on the offence .Certain offences have been considered as serious in nature eg sexual offences especially if it involves children as victims jus as in the case of Evans .In the case of State v Adegboye a 3 years prison sentence was imposed on the offender for inserting his finger into the vagina of a little girl aged 9 who was hawking groundnut . 

5) Staturory limitation : A statute of limitation is a law which forbids prosecutor from charging someone with a crime that was committed more than a specified number or year ago .However , not all crimes are governed by the statute of limitation e.g murder in some states , sexual offences with minors ,assualt ,forgery ,crimes of violence ,kidnapping has no statutory limitation.

In conclusion the 6 basic guidelines listed out by the Supreme court is whT will guide the High court in reaching a reasonabl,fair and just judgement in the case of Evans.
