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The success recorded in natural science in the 18th and 19th century was so greatly exceeding on the then people of Europe. As a result, the people started trusting the words of of the scientists, and even confronted them cocerning matters and questions unrelating to science. The positive change towards science happened due to changes in the socio-cultural milieu at the time. This explains why belief and application of science to any matter is called Positivism. The socio-cultural setting which it grew was called the Renaissance and Enlightenment period. It marked a period when people started a revolution of return to their Greek heritage of using rational thinking in matters of public cocern, and not the command of of religion as it was in the age before this time. The cognation prior to the renaissance period was called "the dark ages ", because it was the time religious beliefs reigned supreme. The words of the Pope was the final authority on any matter, whether it was political or social. At this time, men and women were burned at stake because the church found them guilty of sorcery and witchcraft. Diseases were said to be direct consequences of sins, and the church waged several wars against the heathens. All of this was seen as a big threat to human happiness and survival by the intellectual community. They used reason to arrive at justified conclusions. This period was known as the Classical or Romantic period, as it reflected on humanism and naturalism, and the works of art produced at this time were regarded as classics. 

Scientific approach to things grew out of rational approach to issues, and science was restricted to study of natural prodigy, because it was the only material that was believed to behave in a regular and predictable way. Not until August Comte, a French philosopher thought otherwise. He was of the opinion that society behaves in a regular and predictable way that can be studied and somewhat accurate predictions can be made. This was the beginning of social sciences, and Comte is regarded as it's father till date. 

What is Social Science?

Social science is an area of study that explains human behavior and interaction either as an individual in a society or collectively as a group. Disciplines in the social science include: sociology, psychology, economics, political science, archeology and anthropology. Social science seeks to employ the methods of science in the inquiring of social occurrence, taking the human person as an object of study. 

However, for a fact, humans do not behave in a n exact way objects of natural science behaves. A stone is not a concious being, so it may behave in a regular predictable pattern. But a human, being a concious and rational being may not do the same. 

The Problem of Reason and Causes

We need to understand that the essential features of science is to provide a casual or correlational connection between an event and its cause. That is, to explain why event A is the cause of B. The principle states that for every event, there is a set of conditions, if fufilled, then the event invariably occurs. 

The Problem of Human Person as an object of study in Social Science

Another problem with the project of the social science is that the method of science cannot be applied due to the fact that the object of study of social science is man, a concious and rational being with desires and emotions that come into play in his actions or reaction. All these factors undermine the predictability of behavior. 

