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Discuss critically and comprehensivelly the Chemical Weapons Convention of 1997 (2 pages)

The Chemical Weapons Convention
The Chemical Weapons Convention, or CWC, prohibits the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition, or transfer of chemical weapons. As we all know chemical weapons are very very dangerous and the chemical weapons convention is a step up which frowns upon the ownership of chemical weapons. 

A remarkable accomplishment, the CWC is the first disarmament agreement negotiated within a multilateral framework that provides for the elimination of an entire category of weapons of mass destruction under universally applied international control. As we can see above that the CWC was the first disarmament agreement negotiated and that's good because it's internationally recognised. 

Notably, the treaty not only outlaws the use of chemical weapons, but commits nations to eliminating existing stockpiles of these weapons. This work is carried on under the auspices of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) which oversees verification and inspection efforts.

The CWC entered into force in April 1997 and now has 175 signatories. The CWC is unique because it provides for the international verification of the destruction of these weapons and was negotiated with the active participation of the global chemical industry, thus ensuring industry's ongoing cooperation with the CWC's industrial verification regime. The Convention mandates the inspection of industrial facilities to ensure that toxic chemicals are used exclusively for purposes not prohibited by the Convention. For the convention to mandate the inspection of industrial facilities to ensure that toxic chemicals are used for the right purposes it's sending a message to organisations that there is a watchdog watching out for disobedient ones.
Nonetheless, many believe that the threat posed by chemical weapons has not diminished significantly for three main reasons: a handful of nations suspected of possessing chemical weapons have refused to sign on to the treaty (notably, North Korea, Israel, Syria, Taiwan and Egypt); the vast majority of chemical weapons have not yet been destroyed; and the widespread availability of the precursors and technologies underlying chemical weapons. 
Over the past decade, the United States and Russia have undertaken to destroy their vast, aging stockpiles of chemical weapons. That's is commendable for the US and Russia to do the right thing. 

 However, the destruction of chemical weapons requires significant financial resources and presents enormous operational and technical complexities. The variety of weapons to be destroyed, daunting technical challenges, program management issues, and community concerns over public health and environmental risks have contributed to delayed progress. Over 65,000 tons of deadly chemical weapons await destruction in Russia and the United States. In the United States, the demilitarization program is now underway at eight facilities, but much work remains. As of the end of 2005, the United States had destroyed just 36 percent of its original stockpile while Russia had destroyed only about 3 percent of its stockpile. In addition, thousands more chemical weapons sit in abandoned or uncharted dumps that date back to the Second World War.

Overall, nations with chemical weapons stockpiles have lagged behind in destroying them as scheduled by the Chemical Weapons Convention: of the 70,000 metric tons of declared weapons agents, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) has verified the destruction of only 12,000 tons. If the current pace persists, the Convention's goal to complete the destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles will not be met by the extended deadline of 2012.

While much remains to be accomplished, the Chemical Weapons Treaty marks a major milestone in terms of progress toward demilitarization.At the first review conference on implementing the CWT, leaders assessed it as follows: "The Chemical Weapons Convention performs a vital confidence-building role in international society. Reinforced by effective national legislation, the CWC enables its States parties to satisfy themselves that others are not seeking to acquire such weapons. The Convention thus serves a practical goal of enhancing security, a moral goal of eliminating one of the world's most cruel and inhumane weapons, and a political goal of establishing a common forum for reaffirming and strengthening the global taboo on such weapons." we can't deny the fact that the chemical weapons convention was really needed in order to safeguard our countries and protect us from a future of using deadly chemical weapons.
