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Education is an acquisition or transmission of knowledge and learning skills to people both old and young,which could be in form of formal or informal.education has no limitation because we all learn day by day,no one is above learning.education is not limited to some certain people,but all individuals are privileged to enjoy"Education".

Education is the bed rock of development,generally,the major problems affecting universities in Nigeria are shortage of qualified teachers and poor management.Teacher-training colleges are operated by missions or voluntary societies; their schools, however, are regulated and largely supported by the government. Primary education begins in the local language but introduces English in the third year. In 1994 there were 16,190,947 students in 38,649 primary schools, taught by 435,210 teachers. In secondary schools, 4,451,329 students were taught by 152,592 teachers. The pupil-teacher ratio at the primary level was estimated at 37 to 1 in 1995.

There are 13 polytechnic colleges and four colleges of technology.

The education system is divided into kindergarten,primary education,secondary education and Tertiary education.Nigeria possesses the largest population of out of school learning youth in the world.Regional difference in quality,curriculum and funding characterize the education system in Nigeria.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRIMARY EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

The development of primary education after independence was based on the Ashby recommendations. The Government of the Northern Region felt that the greatest need was to accelerate the expansion of the primary schools. Its aim was to attain the Ashby report target of 25% of children of school age to be in school by 1970. The Government also designed a programme that was to advance the region into Universal Primary Education as soon as possible. At the same time infrastructures were to be laid in terms of post-primary facilities in order to ensure a balanced education development.

The Eastern and Western Regions were already enrolling a high proportion of primary school population through their universal primary education programmes. However, problems were becoming enormous because of poor quality staff and falling standards amidst the high cost of education. The East had to scrap its own UPE and directed its attention to teacher training with a view to achieving high quality work in the schools. In the West, the successful implementation of the UPE since 1955 left them with the time to concentrate on raising the standard of teaching in schools.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

The Post Independence development of secondary education centered around the following problem areas:

1. The expansion in primary education created a high demand for secondary education.

2. The Ashby Commission had called for increased number in the secondary school population and a revision of its curriculum.

3. Some commissions appointed to review the educational system found out that the content of secondary school education as well as the methods of instruction in such schools were inappropriate.

4. Other problems identified included the over emphasis on book education in the secondary schools. Pupils despised manual work. Science curriculum was poor. All these contributed to the so-called falling standards in education.

Government saw the root cause of all these problems as the poor quality and quantity of secondary school teachers. The graduate teachers were in very short supply. Government tried to have expatriate teachers to meet this demand. But paying for the passages and allowances of the expatriate teachers meant much on the lean resources of the regional governments. And, worse still, many of these hirelings stayed only for a term of two years or three and refused to renew their contract.However, to meet the increasing number of secondary school students, Government opened many new secondary schools. Generally, the curriculum was English Language, Mathematics, History, Geography, Religious Knowledge, Local Languages, Fine and Applied Arts, General Science, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. French was introduced gradually to replace Latin and Greek. The grammar school kept its lead and remained the darling of both parents and students. The higher school i.e. sixth form was not so successful except in a few government well established schools with enough graduate teachers and laboratory equipment. This was because the curriculum was tailored to meet the requirement of foreign examinations. Available resources in the schools could not meet these.

The sssc is equivalent to the former west African school certificate (wasc).Irrespective of which secondary school attended,all student who wish to study at a university level must have at least 5 credits(not more than 2 exams)out of the subjects they entered for in the sss exam(s)or west African general certificate of education-ordinary level(Gce o/level) and it highly compulsory that they posses a credit in science subjects irrespective of the intended field of study in the university.

THE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

By 1960, the University College Ibadan had established itself as a reputable institution of higher learning. It was also making a great contribution to the man-power needs of Nigeria.But the need for a larger out-put of University graduates was increasingly felt and commonly expressed. For example, as far back as 1955, there were serious thoughts and attempts to establish another University. Ibadan was criticized for its low annual intake said to be conditioned by its residential nature. Partly because of these criticisms, the Federal Minister for Education, on behalf of the Federal and Regional Governments appointed the Ashby Commission. The commission’s recommendation gave support to the establishment of the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, University of Ife, Ile-Ife and the University of Lagos, Lagos. It was after 1970, that state governments joined in the establishment of Universities while the Federal Government started to establish Universities of Technology and others for Agriculture. Each of these 21 states of the Nigerian Federation nearly has two Universities.

School Established by Non-Elite Nigerians

1. Christ High School, Lagos, established in 1934.

2. New African College, Onitsha, established in 1938

3. Okpe Grammar School, Sapele, established in 1941

4. New Bethel Collehge, Onitsha, established in 1942.

5. Lisabi Grammar School, Abeokuta, established in 1943.

6. African College, Onitsha, established in 1943

7. AdeolaOdutola College, Ijebu-Ode, established in 1945.

8. Western Boys High School, Benin-City, established in 1947.

Schools Established by Communities

1. Ibibio State College, Ikot-Ekpeme established in 1949 by the Ibibios.

2. Urhobo College, Effurum, established in 1949 by the Urohobos.

3. Egbado College, Ilaro, established in 1950 by the Egbados.

The educational sector in Nigeria has witnessed poor quality construction,dilapidated and obseure buildings and in some cases,structure not fit for human habitation.Nigeria should provide adequate infrastructure needs in schools such as classroom,laboratories,sporting facilities,equipment and liberties all this would improve in the development of educational system.computers,newspaper and magazines etc also helps in developing educational system.

services nationwide. In the education sector, the situation has exacerbated existing problems. Ongoing student protests and strikes have rocked Nigerian universities for years, and are a symptom of a severely underfunded higher education system. Austerity measures adopted by the Nigerian government in the wake of the current crisis further slashed education budgets. Students at many public universities in 2016 experienced tuition increases and a deterioration of basic infrastructure, including shortages in electricity and water supplies. The crisis also dried up scholarship funds for foreign study, placing constraints on international student flows from Nigeria.

Despite these constraints, the country will likely remain a dynamic growth market for international students. This is largely because of the overwhelming and unmet demand among college-age Nigerians. Nigeria’s higher education sector  has been overburdened by strong population growth and a significant ‘youth bulge.’ (More than 60 percent of the country’s population is under the age of 24.)  And rapid expansion of the nation’s higher education sector in recent decades has failed to deliver the resources or seats to accommodate demand: A substantial number of would-be college and university students are turned away from the system. About two thirds of applicants who sat for the country’s national entrance exam in 2015 could not find a spot at a Nigerian university.

The committee worked tirelessly and produced a thirteen point memorandum, which provided for the first time, a sound basis for Nigeria’s educational policies. They are as follows:

1. Government should control educational policies and cooperate with educational agencies. Each territory should have an Education Advisory Board on which all educational interests should be represented.

2. Education should be adapted to the mentality, aptitudes, occupations and traditions ofthe various peoples, conserving as far as possible, all sound and healthy elements in the fabric of their social life; adapting them where necessary to changed circumstances and progressive ideas, as an agent of natural growth and evolution.

3. Government should be concerned with religious and character training.

4. Education service must be made to attract the best men from Britain, whether for permanent career or for short- service appointment.

5. Grant should be given to aid voluntary schools which satisfy the requirements.

6. African languages, as well as English, should be used in education.

7. African teaching staff must be adequate in number, in qualification, and in character, and should include women.

8. The system of specially trained visiting teachers is commended as a means of improving village schools.

9. A thorough system of inspection and supervision of schools is essential.

10. Technical Industrial training should best be given in a system of apprenticeship in government workshops. Instructions in village craft must be clearly differentiated from the training of the skilled mechanic.

11. Vocational, other than Industrial training should be carried out through a system of learning in government departments.

12. The education of girls and women is of vital importance, though with its own problems. Educated mothers mean educated homes. Health education is important..

Therefore, there must be trained women teachers. Education must provide for adult women as well as schools for girls.

13. A complete education, including infant; secondary education of different types;technical and vocational schools and institutions
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