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WHAT IS FAMILY

Family is a single word with many different meanings. People have many ways of defining a family and what being a part of a family means to them. Families differ in terms of economic, cultural, social and many other facets, but what every family has in common is that the people who call it a family are making clear that those people are important in some way to the person then his family. Rather than simply defining family by a dictionary definition, each individual should look to define a family by his own standard, enriching the dictionary's definition. You can have several families in your lifetime. As the saying goes "family is what you make it. Whether made of blood relatives, friends, or pets or combination of these, your family can offer you the support you need to thrive. But according to Cambridge English dictionary is a group of people related to each other.

THE FUNCTIONS OF FAMILY 

· Provision of a home
· Reproduction or procreation 
· Protection and care of the young
· Stable satisfaction of sex needs

· Socializing functions 
· Economic and emotional security 

DISCUSS AFRICAN TRADITIONAL FAMILY 

       The western media only shows the negative aspects of traditional family patterns in Africa, which has damaged the image of Africans in the west. Family plays a central role in African society. It shapes such daily experiences as how they interact with the people around them and even in some cases, whom they marry. It can determine a person's  political identity and the way money and property are transferred. African family still maintains its strong bond through traditional practices such as the upbringing of children and maintaining strong family values. Traditionally, African family practices polygamy because of the idea that the larger the family or clan, the more the workers there are to work on the family farms. Hence, more wealth can be possessed by the family.

NUCLEAR FAMILY

In simple terms a nuclear family consists of a parents( two or more) living with the children. It's also immediate family. Mother, father and children live in one household.
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