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QUESTION: IDENTIFY THE ROLES OF SPECIFIC INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN RESPONDING TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC GLOBALLY. 

The coronavirus disease 19 (COVID-19) is a highly transmittable and pathogenic viral infection caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), which emerged in Wuhan, China and spread around the world. The intermediate source of origin and transfer to humans is not known, however, the rapid human to human transfer has been confirmed widely. There is no clinically approved antiviral drug or vaccine available to be used against the coronary virus disease. However, few broad-spectrum antiviral drugs have been evaluated against COVID-19 in clinical trials and resulted in clinical recovery. On this day, the sixteenth of April 2020, 5:05 pm West African time, there are 2,081,969 confirmed cases, 138,487 deaths and 525,884 recoveries worldwide. In view of this widespread disease, I will go further to explain how various international organizational have responded to this pandemic globally. This explanation shall begin with the World Bank. 

The World Bank is stepping up support as countries respond to the COVID 19 crisis and as they face a vast range of effects one of which is the risk of global recession. With approval from its board, the World Bank has launched emergency support through operations worldwide. This is just the tip of the iceberg as the World Bank group has estimated over 160 billion dollars to be deployed over time due to the unprecedented challenges the pandemic poses. This money is for the purpose of protecting the poor and vulnerable, bolstering economic recovery and supporting businesses. Special provision of fast track financing are allowing an initial group of World Bank projects worth 1.9 billion to get underway quickly in 25 countries. Bank teams are also working rapidly with clients to redeploy a further 1.7 billion from existing projects to urgent pandemic response and recovery. The main purpose of these first efforts is to help countries and their health systems tackle the immediate challenges of COVID 19. 

In places like Afghanistan, Haiti, India and Mongolia, the financing will help to bring more trained and competent medical staff on board who are equipped to deliver emergency care. In countries like Ecuador and the Kyrgyz Republic, it will ensure that public outreach gets strong prevention and protection messages to citizens in the short and medium term. In Pakistan, this financial support provided by the World Bank will be important for making remote learning available to over 50 million children whose schools have to close. Also, it will enable basic food to reach 40,000 people who will have restricted movement for up to 6 months and it will help to train health workers to watch for and help prevent gender based violence in households under quarantine. Next on our list is the World Health Organisation.

At a press conference, the World Health Organisation's chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyes outlined five ways the WHO is leading the global response. These include helping countries to prepare and respond, providing accurate information and busting dangerous myths, ensuring vital supplies reach front line health workers, training and mobilising health workers and searching for a vaccine. WHO has issued a COVID-19 Strategic Prearedness and Response Plan, which identifies the major actions countries need to take, and the resources needed to carry them out. The plan, which is updated as fresh information and data improve WHO’s understanding of the characteristics of the virus and how to respond, acts as a guide for developing country-specific plans. The health agency’s six regional offices, and 150 country offices, work closely with governments around the world to prepare their health systems for the ravages of COVID-19, and to respond effectively when cases arrive and begin to mount. With partners, WHO set up the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund, to ensure patients get the care they need, and frontline workers get essential supplies and information; and to accelerate research and development of a vaccine and and treatments for all who need them. With donations from governments, the private sector and individuals, more than $800 million has been pledged or received for the response so far. The internet is awash with information about the pandemic, some of it useful, some of it false or misleading. In the midst of this “infodemic”, WHO is producing accurate, useful guidance that can help save lives. This includes around 50 pieces of technical advice for the public, health workers and countries, with evidence-based guidance on every element of the response, and exploding dangerous myths. The health agency benefits from  the expertise of a global network of health professionals and scientists, including epidemiologists, clinicians and virologists, to ensure that the response is as comprehensive, authoritative and representative as possible. 

To ensure information is correct and helpful, WHO set up a team to give everyone access to timely, accurate and easy-to-understand advice, from trusted sources. In addition, daily situation reports and press briefings, as well as briefings with governments, are keeping the world informed about the latest data, information and evidence. Many social media and tech companies are working closely with WHO to aid the flow of reliable information, including Instagram, Linkedin and TikTok; and chatbots on the Whatsapp and Viber platforms have garnered millions of followers, sending out timely updates and reports. Personal protective equipment is essential to ensure health professionals are able to save lives, including their own. So far, WHO has shipped more than two million items of personal protective equipment to 133 countries, and is preparing to ship another two million items in the coming weeks. More than a million diagnostic tests have been dispatched to 126 countries, in all regions, and more are being sourced. However, far more is needed, and WHO is working with the International Chamber of Commerce, the World Economic Forum, and others in the private sector, to ramp up the production and distribution of essential medical supplies.

On 8 April, WHO launched a “UN COVID-19 Supply Chain Task Force”, which aims to dramatically increase the supply of essential protective equipment where it is needed. WHO is aiming to train millions of health workers, via its OpenWHO platform. Thanks to this online tool, life-saving knowledge is being transferred to frontline personnel by the Organization, and its key partners. Users take part in a worldwide, social learning network, based on interactive, online courses and materials covering a variety of subjects. OpenWHO also serves as a forum for the rapid sharing of public health expertise, and in-depth discussion and feedback on key issues. So far, more than 1.2 million people have enrolled in 43 languages. Countries are also being supported by experts, deployed around the world by the WHO’s Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN). During outbreaks, the network ensures that the right technical expertise and skills are on the ground where and when they are needed most. Emergency Medical Teams are also an important part of the global health workforce. These teams are highly trained, and self-sufficient, and are sent to places identified as disaster or emergency zones. Laboratories in many countries are already conducting tests that, it is hoped, will eventually lead to a vaccine. In an attempt to corral these efforts, WHO brought together 400 of the world’s leading researchers in February, to identify research priorities. The agency launched a “Solidarity Trial”, an international clinical trial, involving 90 countries, to help find effective treatment. The aim is to rapidly discover whether any existing drugs can slow the progression of the disease, or improve survival. To better understand the virus, WHO has developed research protocols that are being used in more than 40 countries, in a coordinated way, and some 130 scientists, funders and manufacturers from around the world have signed a statement committing to work with WHO to speed the development of a vaccine against COVID-19.

In order  to support member states' public health initiatives and strengthen public health institutions' capacity to detect, prevent, control and respond to disease threats and outbreaks quickly and effectively, the African union established Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention which is headed by virologist Dr. John Nkengasong. From the time when the corona virus was first detected in Wuhan in December 2019, the African CDC worked with the WHO to advise and build the capacity of African governments and public health agencies, to prepare for the eventual arrival of the virus. Most recently it has coordinated the distribution of the 20,000 laboratory diagnostic test kits, 100,000 medical masks, and 1,000 protective suits and face shields that Jack Ma’s Alibaba Foundation has donated to African countries. The African CDC has not only become the most visible face of the African Union (AU) in this pandemic, but it has demonstrated how valuable the investment in such a specialised agency can be. By pooling expertise at the multilateral level, the AU can provide technical assistance to all its member states, play a critical role in supporting coordination among them, and help to mobilise support on their behalf with international partners.
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