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NAME: EGEDEYE   JESSICA IBI - ILATE   MATRIC NUMBER:19/LAW01/076   COURSE  CODE: LAW   102     ASSIGNMENT: DISSCUS   SECONDARY SOURCES OF LAW IN NIGERIA          The law is an abstract  term. In   other to know what comprises the  law, you   have to derive it  from various  places.   This   place from which the law is derived are aptly described as the source  of  law, Sources   of law can be defined as a place to which a legal practitioner or judge turns to  in  other   to answer a legal  problem. They   springboard from which law  emanates. The   d istinction  between primary and secondary sources of law is very useful in determining authorities to follow  in the law court. If a case is brought before a court and one party uses a primary source of law as  his authority while the other makes use of secon dary sources of  law, the   scale of justice would  tilt in  favor   of the person who presents primary source of  law. However   secondary source of law  is   only made use of when there  is   no primary source of law  to  fall back   on.             However, a   good place to st art most research project is with a secondary  source. A   secondary is not the  law, it’s   a commentary of the  law. A   secondary source of law can be used  for three different  purposes, which   is it might educate you about the  law, it   might direct you to  the  prim ary, or   it might serve as persuasive  authority, few   source do all three job  well. The   important classes of legal secondary source  include treaties, Periodical   articles, Legal   Encyclopedia, AIR ,  Annotation, Restatement, and   Loose - leaf   services .   The  explanations are as follows   of th e   various laws are as follows :   TREATISES: Legal treatises are single or multi - volume works dedicated to the examination of  an area of law. Treatise tend to be very good at describing the law, they are good law finders, and  many of the classic treatises are persuasive. Also treatise tend to provide an in - depth discussion  of a particular are of law and will provide the researcher with reference to a few cases and  statues. The   legal information buyers guide and reference manual   describes the important legal  treatises in several areas of the law.to identify and locate   a legal treatise, use a library catalog  like MORRI or the Georgetown Treatise Finder. Note that the treatise is not often associated  with a legal treatise in the ca talog record.   LEGAL   PERIODICAL: Legal   periodical articles are in depth discussion of narrow area of the  law and legal  issues. Articles   in academic journal tend to revolve around very theore tical and  cutting edge legal  issues. Articles   in  practioner   oriente d  journals tend to be more  practical.  Furthermore,   periodical articles can be very good law  finder, they   tend to have a great many  footnotes with a lot of legal  citations. Also   some articles by eminent scholars can be  persuasive,  occasionally, legal   period ical articles can be useful for explaining the  law, but   often they are too  theoretical for  that. Example   the American legal periodical index  is   the Index to Legal Periodical  and Legal  Traci   addition, to   the two major North American periodical index describ ed above  there are many indexes devoted to articles on particular  topic. And   also when using an index  database such as a legal periodical index or a library  catalog, a   good strategy is to identify a book  or articles that looks  relevant, notice   the subjects or descriptors assigned to the items by the 
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      The law is an abstract term. In other to know what comprises the law, you have to derive it from various places. This place from which the law is derived are aptly described as the source of law, Sources of law can be defined as a place to which a legal practitioner or judge turns to in other to answer a legal problem. They springboard from which law emanates. The distinction between primary and secondary sources of law is very useful in determining authorities to follow in the law court. If a case is brought before a court and one party uses a primary source of law as his authority while the other makes use of secondary sources of law, the scale of justice would tilt in favor of the person who presents primary source of law. However secondary source of law is only made use of when there is no primary source of law to fall back on.

         However, a good place to start most research project is with a secondary source. A secondary is not the law, it’s a commentary of the law. A secondary source of law can be used for three different purposes, which is it might educate you about the law, it might direct you to the primary, or it might serve as persuasive authority, few source do all three job well. The important classes of legal secondary source include treaties, Periodical articles, Legal Encyclopedia, AIR, Annotation, Restatement, and Loose-leaf services.

The explanations are as follows of the various laws are as follows:

TREATISES: Legal treatises are single or multi-volume works dedicated to the examination of an area of law. Treatise tend to be very good at describing the law, they are good law finders, and many of the classic treatises are persuasive. Also treatise tend to provide an in-depth discussion of a particular are of law and will provide the researcher with reference to a few cases and statues. The legal information buyers guide and reference manual describes the important legal treatises in several areas of the law.to identify and locate a legal treatise, use a library catalog like MORRI or the Georgetown Treatise Finder. Note that the treatise is not often associated with a legal treatise in the catalog record.

LEGAL PERIODICAL: Legal periodical articles are in depth discussion of narrow area of the law and legal issues. Articles in academic journal tend to revolve around very theoretical and cutting edge legal issues. Articles in practioner oriented journals tend to be more practical. Furthermore, periodical articles can be very good law finder, they tend to have a great many footnotes with a lot of legal citations. Also some articles by eminent scholars can be persuasive, occasionally, legal periodical articles can be useful for explaining the law, but often they are too theoretical for that. Example the American legal periodical index is the Index to Legal Periodical and Legal Traci addition, to the two major North American periodical index described above there are many indexes devoted to articles on particular topic. And also when using an index database such as a legal periodical index or a library catalog, a good strategy is to identify a book or articles that looks relevant, notice the subjects or descriptors assigned to the items by the indexes or cataloger and run a new search based on the subjects or descriptors found.In general full-text source are not very good tools to use for finding periodical articles on a particular topic.

     However,there are several database that include full –time legal periodical articles Lexis and Westlaw contain the full text of article from many law review from roughly the past decade.Hein Online contains the full-text of legal periodical articles for many hundred law review from their inception until a year or two ago.In other to use a full text tool to find periodical articles,a  user has to construct an online search and the online search will return articles that contain the particular language that the user choose.An index reviews from roughly the past decade.

LEGAL ENCYCLOPEDIAS:Legal Encyclopedias can be said to be immense sets of books that briefly describe all of the main legal issues for a particular jurisdiction..An encyclopedia can provide a basic introduction to an area of law and will provide the user with some case and statutory citations. Legal encyclopedias will not delve deeply into an area, nor will they discuss the finer points of an area of law. Legal encyclopedias are available online and in print. The two national encyclopedias are America Jurisprudence and Corpus Juris Secundum. Amny states also have legal encyclopedias, which are available in print or online (Lexis/Westlaw).

ALR: ALR provides topical annotations that focus on relatively narrow areas of the law, but discuss it in some depth. They provide a good basic grounding in law, as well as serve as good case finding tools. ALR is available in print and on lexis and Westlaw. Annotations can be identified in print by using the ALR index to Annotations and online via online searches. So it can be useful to limit your search to the title field. In addition, the second section of an ALR annotation generally covers related annotations. This is the often worth examining. 

RESTATEMENTS: the restatement were developed by legal scholars initially to restate the law, and currently to describe what the law should be. In either case, Restatements are very persuasive although they are not very good at describing the law. They can serve as adequate law finders. There are restatements for many areas of the law: but not all. The Restatements are available on Lexis and Westlaw and in print. Online, they can be searched in full-text; in print you would use the library catalog to identify the relevant restatement and then the restatement’s own index to find the relevant sections.

LOOSELEAF SERVICES: Looseleaf services bring together all of the law on a particular topic. Looseleaf services don’t exist for all areas of the law, but when they do exist, they can be an invaluable resources. They are rarely cited except when they serve as a case reporter. However, for a reseachers, they bring together in one place the code, administrative regulations, court decisions, administrative decisions, citators, finding aids, commentaries, forms, etc. looseleaf services are moving online. To identify a relevant looseleaf services, whether in print or online, use the Legal Looseleafs in Print or a directory search in Lexis/Westlaw.
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