Orokpo Winifred Uneku.

17/sms09/085

IRD 310 assignment. 

Question: How is Asia as a region responding to the COVID-19 pandemic? Contrast this with the response in Africa. 

Since it was first discovered in China late 2019, the corona virus has taken the world by storm. It has been declared a global pandemic, resulted in thousands of deaths and has triggered a world wide shut down. 

As of the 16th of April 2020, there are more than two million confirmed cases of the corona virus worldwide with more than  a hundred thousand deaths. For most countries in Africa, the curve has just began and various containment methods have been deployed including enforced social isolation. However, East Asian countries specifically China seem to be on the verge of recovery as experts speculate the virus has reached its peak and the curve is going down. 

The bending of the curve in Asia is as a result of the corona virus containment responses of most of these countries. Many countries have blamed the spread of the disease on the Chinese government and their initial deceitful and lackadaisical response to the virus in its beginning days. Since then China has admitted their shortcomings and deficiencies to the pandemic. It’s later response to the epidemic and that if other Asian countries has created a possibility of total containment of the pandemic. 

The Chinese government started a process of mass testing and a total national lockdown which lasted for weeks. They also built a new hospitals with large mass capacity in days. Countries like South Korea, Taiwan, Japan and Singapore was immediately started tracing passengers from the Chinese city Wuhan as soon as China warned of a new type of pneumonia in the city last December, before Covid-19 was identified. Social distancing, ramped-up testing and contact-tracing followed soon after. Most notably South Korea, which at one point was the country with the most infections outside China – managed to partially tame the outbreak through rigorous testing achieved through their drive through testing facilities and tracing contacts of those infected. Whole Asian cities have been disinfected. The world health organization (WHO) has ranked Taiwan and South Korea’s response to the corona virus epidemic as one of the beat worldwide. South east Asian countries like Malaysia, Vietnam and the Philippines were among to first to implement travel bans on affected countries. West Asian countries also known as the Middle East have also had some of the fastest responses to the corona virus with mass testing, lockdowns and provisions of aid and relief to their less privileged citizens to aid the lockdown. African countries in the other hand, although have a relatively low amount of cases have been criticized by experts and citizens for their inadequate response to the virus despite the time they had to prepare. As of the 16th of April there are more than two thousand cases in the continent thanks to the returning Africans who travelled  to other continents and tourists. African nations have since implemented shut downs. Countries like Nigeria shut down all schools and implemented a two week lockdown period which has since been extended to another two weeks. New isolation centers have been built especially in cities like Lagos and Acra. There have been worries that African countries aren’t testing enough with Ghana testing only thirty seven Thousand people and Nigeria with an even lower number, with only five thousand sample tests carried out.
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