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Covid-19isarespiratorydiseasecausedbyaviruscalledthecoronavirus.Theviruscan

affectyourupperrespiratorytract,whichincludesthenasalcavityandpharynx,oryourlower

respiratorytractwhichcomprisesofthelarynx,trachea,bronchiandlungs.Thecoronavirusis

transmittedviaairbornedroplets(aerosols),directcontactwithinfectednasalsecretionsor

contaminatedsurfacesorobjects.Aftercontact,thevirusneedstopassthroughanairwaybefore

apersongetsinfected.Theviralparticlesinthesedropletstravelquicklytothebackofthenasal

passagesandtothemucousmembranesinthepharynxandattachestoaparticularreceptorinthe

cells.Itcouldalsocomeincontactwiththemucousmembranesthatlinethemouthandeyes.

Covid-19canrangefrommildtosevere.Mildcasesmayhavesymptomsrelatedtothecommon

coldsuchasdrycoughorasorethroat,whileinseverecases,thelungsareaffectedwhichcauses

shortnessofbreathordifficultbreathing.Oncetheviruspassesthroughanairwayandgetstothe

lungs,inflammationcausestheairsacs(alveoli)tofillupwithfluid.Thefluidbuildupinthe

lungscancauseandabscesswhichmeansthatthefluidcollectsinonearea.Apleuraleffusion

canoccurmeaningexcessfluidisaccumulatedbetweentheparietalandvisceralpleurallayers.If

thefluidbuildupandinfectiongetverysevere,itcanstopthelungsfromdoingtheirjob.When

thelungsareunabletoaddoxygentothebloodansremovecarbondioxideatthecorrectlevels,

respiratoryfailurecanoccur.


