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REPORTONCORONAVIRUSANDTHEEFFECTSOFTHELOCKDOWNONNIGERIANS

Coronavirusdisease(COVID-19)isaninfectiousdiseasecausedbyanewlydiscovered

coronavirus.MostpeopleinfectedwiththeCOVID-19viruswillexperiencemildtomoderate

respiratoryillnessandrecoverwithoutrequiringspecialtreatment.Olderpeople,andthosewith

underlyingmedicalproblemslikecardiovasculardisease,diabetes,chronicrespiratorydisease,

andcanceraremorelikelytodevelopseriousillness.Thevirusisnowknownasthesevere

acuterespiratorysyndromecoronavirus2(SARS-CoV-2).Thediseaseitcausesiscalled

coronavirusdisease2019(COVID-19).InMarch2020,theWorldHealthOrganization(WHO)

declaredtheCOVID-19outbreakapandemic.

It'sunclearexactlyhowcontagiousthenewcoronavirusis.Datahasshownthatitspreads

from persontopersonamongthoseinclosecontact(withinabout6feet,or2meters).The

virusspreadsbyrespiratorydropletsreleasedwhensomeonewiththeviruscoughs,sneezesor

talks.Itcanalsospreadifapersontouchesasurfacewiththevirusonitandthentoucheshisor

hermouth,noseoreyes.SignsandsymptomsofCOVID-19mayappeartwoto14daysafter

exposureandcaninclude:Fever,Cough,Shortnessofbreathordifficultybreathing,Tiredness,

Aches,Runnynose,Sorethroat,Headache,Diarrhoea,Vomitingetc

Duetotheoutbreakofthecoronavirus.Thegovernmentimposedalockdownwhichhas

beenextendedinsomecitiesinNigeriafortwomoreweeks.Thislockdownhashadsome

majoreffectsonNigeriansandit'seconomy.Givenunreliableelectricitysupply,havingcitizens

stayinghomeamidalockdowntocurbthespreadofcoronaviruslikelymeansmillionsof

electricitygeneratorswillbeworkingovertimetopowerhomes,worseningpollutionin

residentialareas.Whichmeansthattherewouldbeanincreaseinairpollution.

Oilproductionvolumeof2.18millionbarrelperday,oilbenchmarkof$57,N305exchange

ratetotheUSdollar,GDPgrowthrateof2.93percent,andinflationrateof10.81percentnow

areoutofreach.Withthepresenteconomicreality,workers’salariesmaybeinjeopardy.On

Wednesdaylastweek,membersoftheFederationAccountsAllocationCommittee(FAAC)

couldnotagreeontheamountpresentedforsharing.Also,thenthenationalminimum wage

wasN18000butitsnowN30000.Thequestiononmanylipsis,manystatescouldnotpaythe

formerminimum wageevenwhenoilpricewasabove$30perbarrel,willtheybeabletopaythe



laternowthatoilpriceisabout$27andprojectedtoslumpfurtherto$10perbarrel?

MillionsofNigeriansobservingtheCOVID-19lockdownlackthefoodandincomethattheir

familiesneedtosurvive.ThelockdownpreventsmanyNigeriansworkingininformalsectors

from travelingtoworkorconductingtheirbusiness.Localfoodvendorsandtradershave

expressedfearsovertheirabilitytofeedtheirfamiliesduringthelockdown,withtheirdaily

earningstheironlysourceofsustenance.Anincreaseinfoodpricesasaresultofthelockdown

alsomeansthatmanycannotstockuponnecessities.

BecauseNigeriansarenotabletosourceforincomeorbeabletoprovidetheessential

things,therehasbeenanincreaseincrimerate.Peoplehavegoneintostealingtobeableto

provideforthemselvesandfamilies.Notonlystealingofmoneybutalsostealingoffoodstuffs.

ThishasleftNigeriansfeelingunsafeintheirhomes.Thiscanalsoleadtothespreadofthe

virus,astherobberswouldhavebeentootherhomesnotcaringifanyotherthem havethevirus

ornot

Thelockdownhasalsoaffectsstudentsespeciallythosethatareinclasseslikess3,jss3,

primarysixastheirexaminationswouldbepostponedatanindefinitedate.Schoolswouldbe

closedandbecauseofthedistractionsathome,studentsmaynotbeabletofocusandread

whichmayaffecttheirexaminationsinthelongrun.


