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     A report on the pandemic, Corona Virus(Covid-19)
The new corona virus (covid-19) has spread to nearly every country in the world since it emerged in china December 2019. The source is said to be a “wet market” in Wuhan, China which sold both dead and live animals. Typically, they are densely packed allowing disease to spread from species to species. The animal source of corona virus has not yet been identified but the animal host is thought to be bats. Bats were not sold in the Wuhan market but may have infected chickens or other animals (source the telegraph)
SITUATION IN NUMBERS :total (new cases in last 24 hours)

Globally

2 241 778 confirmed (81 572) 152 551 deaths (6463)

European Region

1 122 189 confirmed (35300)100 938 deaths (3737)

Region of the Americas

821 860 confirmed (37589) 38 258 deaths (2516)

Western Pacific Region

131 115 confirmed (1859) 5621 deaths (23)

Eastern Mediterranean Region

124 691 confirmed (4008) 5908 deaths (124)

South-East Asia Region

27 319 confirmed (2028) 

1185 deaths (51)

African Region 

13 892 confirmed (788) 628 deaths(12) --  source WHO
 Nigeria specifically has a total of (373) confirmed cases and eleven deaths, it has been three days since last reported case as of 19th of April, 2019.  (Extracted from WHO global records)

The first confirmed case of an infection in Nigeria was announced on 27 February 2020 when an intallian cittizen in Lagos tested positive for the virus and the second case in Ogun State by a Nigerian citizen that was in contact with him.

The Government of Nigeria is trying it's best to stop the spread oand presently many states in Nigeria are in total or partial lockdown . The Nigeria Center of Disease Control (NCDC) also announced that it had already set up a coronavirus group and was ready to activate it's incident system. A Presidential Task Force was put in place by the President for the control of the virus in the country. The President also promised provision of relief materials for the most vulnerable in this lockdown, an amount of 6.9bn was even requested from multilateral lenders.

On April 1, the Humanitarian Affairs Ministry began paying 20,000 Naira  to families registered in the National Social Register of Poor and Vulnerable Households set up by the Buhari administration in 2016 to combat poverty. The government said that each family on the register will receive monthly cash payments for four months. On April 8th 77,000 metric tons of food  distributed to vulnerable households affected by the lockdown in Lagos, Ogun, and Abuja, but the modalities for distribution are not yet clear. Buhari said as of April 13 that the National Social Register would be expanded from 2.6 million households to 3.6 million in the next two weeks.

“Millions of Nigerians observing the COVID-19 lockdown lack the food and income that their families need to survive,” said Anietie Ewang, Nigeria researcher at Human Rights Watch.  The fact of this comment can not be emphasized enough. Above, stated is the plans (amongst others) made by government to support the citizens that would be most affected by the lockdown. Several complaints are being made by the citizens residing in different states of suffering in this lockdown as basic amenities for comfortable isolation are not available. Several jobs has been lost and incomes, as most of these citizens meet their daily needs on the incomes made at the end of the day. They are now suffering in this compulsory Lockdown and the several promises made by government on the media is being unaccounted for.

Also, the harassment and torture of citzens by police men and army officials put in place to regulate movement during the lockdown has out fear in the hearts of many. Several videos has circulated showing how innocent citizens going to buy food have been brutally beaten and some many other cases of how they abuse the "power" given to them. This is occurring not only in Nigeria but in many other states in Africa and all around the world.

Nigeria has to make great development especially when a good Government is most needed during this period of need. Corruption is deeply rooted in the system and due to thisany lives will be lost. A lot of people are breaking the self distancing rules and not adhering to the lockdown not out of arrogance or stubbornness but taking the risk to do what they can to survive.

Nigeria’s federal and state governments have acknowledged the devastating impact that COVID-19 will have on they need to deploy more resources, creativity, and transparency to ensure the basic necessities of life for everyone.    Source: (Human rights watch, NTA news)
