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Usingspecificcasestudy(ies)intheSouth,discusshowdemocracyhasledtodevelopmentand

conflict.

WhatisDemocracy?

Democracyisaform ofgovernmentinwhichthepeopleexercisetheauthorityof

government.Whopeopleareandhowauthorityissharedamongthem arecoreissues

fordemocratictheory,developmentandconstitution.Somecornerstonesofthese

issuesarefreedom ofassemblyandspeech,inclusivenessandequality,membership,

consent,voting,righttolifeandminorityrights.Generally,therearetwotypesof

democracy:directandrepresentative-however,thenoun"democracy"has,overtime,

beenmodifiedbymorethan3,500adjectiveswhichsuggeststhatitmayhavetypes

thatcaneludeandelidethisduality.Inadirectdemocracy,thepeopledirectlydeliberate

anddecideonlegislature.Inarepresentativedemocracy,thepeopleelect

representativestodeliberateanddecideonlegislature,suchasinparliamentaryor

presidentialdemocracy.Liquiddemocracycombineselementsofthesetwobasictypes.

Themostcommondecisionmakingapproachofdemocracieshasbeenthemajority

rule.Othersaresupermajorityandconsensus.

Whatisdevelopment?

Developmentiseconomicandsocial,andasapublicsectorterm itistheprocessby

whichtheeconomicwell-beingandqualityoflifeofanation,regionorlocalcommunity

areimprovedaccordingtotargetedgoalsandobjectives.Specifically,economic

developmentisapolicyinterventionendeavoraimingtoimprovethewell-beingof

peopleandeconomicgrowthinwhichthereisaphenomenonofmarketproductivity

andriseinGDP.

Whatisconflict?



Aconflictisaclashofinterest.Thebasisofconflictmayvarybut,itisalwaysapartof

society.Basisofconflictmaybepersonal,racial,class,caste,politicalandinternational.

Conflictingroupsoftenfollowsaspecificcourse.Routinegroupinteractionisfirst

disruptedbyaninitialconflict,oftencausedbydifferencesofopinion,disagreements

betweenmembers,orscarcityofresources.Atthispoint,thegroupisnolongerunited,

andmaysplitintocoalitions.Thisperiodofconflictescalationinsomecasesgivesway

toaconflictresolutionstage,afterwhichthegroupcaneventuallyreturntoroutine

groupinteraction.

EveryoneisawarethatdemocracyhasleadtodevelopmentinAmericaandthatits

democracyfocusesontakingcareoftheirpeople.Lincolnspokeaboutgovernment“of

thepeople,bythepeopleandforthepeople.”Speakingaboutdemocracy,weoften

concentrateongovernment“of…[and]bythepeople.”ButLincoln’slastclause–“for

thepeople”–definesthedifferencebetweensuccessandfailure;betweengovernment

andkleptocracies;betweengovernmentsthatgetthingsdoneandgovernmentsthat

thatdon'tgetthingsdone.Ifademocraticgovernmentcannottakecareofitspeopleit

hasfailedandtheirfailuremosttimesleadstoconflict.ButforAmericatheir

democracyhasdevelopedthem inawaythattheyoneoftheworldsuperpowerstoday.

Theyaresocially,politically,culturally,religiously,economicallyandenvironmentally

developed.America'sdemocracyisveryluckytohaveelectedofficialswhoare

dedicatedtomakingtheAmericanpeoplegreat.Therearefreeandfairelectoral

processes,therespectofhumanrightsaswellaspoliticalandcivilrights,universal

adultsuffrageanysoonanysoforth.

InDemocracy,Governance,andEconomicPerformance:TheoryandEvidence,YiFeng

(2003)alsofindsthatdemocracyhasapositiveimpactoneconomicandsocial

development,thoughmostlythroughindirectchannels.Thechannelstheauthor

describesincludepolicycertainty,politicalstability,theestablishmentandenforcement

ofrulesthatprotectpropertyrights,thepromotionofeducation,theabilitytopromote

privatecapital,andthereductionofinequality.Aswecanseewhat'saboveitisoneof

thereasonswhydemocracyhasbenefitedAmerica.Ademocraticregimeisseenas

vitalinbringingabouttheseindirectbenefitsbecauseitisasystem thatprovidesfor

regulargovernmentchangewhileinhibitingirregular/erratic/unconstitutionalchange.

Yet,asthediscussiononthe‘developmentfirst’schoolabovesuggestsandasmany

analystshavealsoshown(Leftwich2005,Zakaria2003,Haggard1990),theseindirect

benefitsarenottheexclusivedomainofdemocracies:(some)authoritarianregimes

alsoseem quitecapableofprovidingstability,theruleoflaw,theprotectionofproperty



rights,andbasicsocialservices.

IntheGlobalsouth,democracyhasleadtoconflictmanymanytimes.Andoneofthe

reasonsisduetohighlevelofcorruptionperpetuatedbythoseingovernment.

Let'slookatLaurentgbagbo,aformerpresidentofivorycoastwhodidn'twanttostep

downforthenewlyelectedpresidentofivorycoastAlassaneQuattarain2011.Hehad

tobeviolentlychallengedbeforehecouldstepdown.Howeverhewasarrestedinthe

bunkerofthepresidentialPalaceinAbidjanonApril11th2011.

NineteenyearsagoinAngola,theUnitedNationssoughttoendatwo-decade-longcivil

warthroughanelectionbetweenthegoverningMPLAledbyJoséDosSantosandthe

rebelUNITAmovementledbyJonasSavimbi.WhenUNITAdidnotwintheelection,

Savimbideclareditflawedandunfairandwentbacktothebushtoresumethewarand

hisacquisitionofdiamonds.ThecivilwarcontinuedforanotherdecadeuntilSavimbi

waskilledin2002.

Democracyhasleadtoconflictalottimesasaresultoftheoppositionnotaccepting

theirlossaftertheelectionisover.In2016ontheislandofZanzibarinTanzania,the

oppositionCivicUnitedFronturgeditssupporterstoboycotttheelectionandviolent

protestsbrokeout.USAIDhadtocanceltheUS$472millioninaidithadplannedtogive

them.Presidentsextendoroverturnterm limits.Lawsbanoppositionparties.Rival

leadersareimprisoned.Votingrightsaresuppressed.Votinglistsareinaccurate.Ruling

partiesdominatetheairwaves.Freespeechismuzzled.Thugsthreatenvoters.Money

buysinfluence.Ballotsarestuffed.Electoralofficialsfavorthegovernment.Dispute

resolutionmechanismsarebroken.Riggedelectionsareimportantbecausetheycan

reinforcethelegitimacyofcorruptandrepressiveleadersandsolidifytheirholdon

power.Andwhentheytrytoreinforcetheirlegitimacyandtheoppositioncannotbearit

itleadstowar,violentprotests,chaosandriots.

Withtheresourcecursealsoknownasthecurseofnaturalresources.IntheGlobal

southIthascausedsomuchconflictasaresultofinequalityinsharingtherevenues.

Alsothepowerfulfewwhoriggedtheirwaytogovernmentwanttocontrolittheway

theylike.


