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CORONA VIRUS PANDEMIC AND THE EFFECT OF THE LOCK DOWN AND RESTRICTION OF MOVEMENT OF NIGERIANS.

The coronavirus pandemic is the defining global health crisis of our time and the greatest challenge we have faced since world war. Since its emergence in Asia late last year, the has spread to every continent except Antarctica.

The first confirmed case of the pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 in Nigeria was announced on 27 February 2020 when an Italian citizen in Lagos tested positive for the virus, caused by COVID - 19. On 9 March 2020, a second case of the virus was reported in Ewekoro, Ogun State, a Nigerian citizen who had contact with the Italian citizen.

Nigeria which is the most populous country on the continent with an estimated population of 200 million ( 15% of Africa's 1.3 billion people ) has 323 confirmed cases of Covid - 19 ( 25% 

The COVID - 19 virus affects different people in different ways. COVID - 19 is a respiratory disease and most infected people will develop mild to moderate symptoms and recover without requiring special treatment. People who have underlying medical conditions and those above 60 years old have a higher risk of developing severe disease and death. Common symptoms include: fever, tiredness, and dry cough. Other symptoms include shortness of breath, aches and pains, sore throat and very few people will report diarrhea, nausea or a runny nose.

The virus can be prevented by washing your hands regularly with soap and water or clean them with with alcohol based hand rub, maintain at least one metre distance between you and people coughing and sneezing, avoiding touching your face, cover your mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing, stay home if you feel unwell and practice physical distancing by avoiding unnecessary travel and staying away from large group of people.

It is in this vein that the leadership of labour must come out in defense of the workers on the issue of lockdown. As part of the efforts to curtail the COVID - 19 pandemic, the Federal government ordered a lockdown on Lagos, Ogun and the FCT Abuja, for an initial period of two weeks starting 11: 59pm, 30 March 2020, now extended by another 2 weeks from 13 April 2020. Many other states are already applying one stay -at-home rule or the other up to states boundaries closure. However, locking people down in Nigeria context is like asking people to go hungry for the duration of the lockdown. More than 60 percent of Nigerians survive on daily pay from menial jobs and petty trading. A lockdown means their means of daily livelihood have been locked down. The plight of private sector employees is no better. Many private employers have have maintained a 'no salary during lockdown' stance or at best a 50 percent pay cut. Some have even completely laid the workers off. Labour must agitate for full pay for workers, whether private or government employed, for as long as the lockdown lasts.

Unfortunately, the economy of the country has reduced, the COVID -19 has reduced the economy of our country, since most of the countries are on lockdown also no one has bought the crude oil which is the main source of Nigeria income.

Furthermore, it should be stressed that what confronts us is not either lockdown for health security as a prime feature of social distancing to prevent deadly spread of coronavirus or end lockdown for people to get food and end hunger with the potential to spread the virus.

Moreover, the lockdown has caused starvation, loss of job, reduction in the economy of the country and so many more.

However, I suggest that since the government wants us to stay at home, there must me adequate provision of food and essential household requirements for all in need. All workplaces, including non- health sector, such as food processing factories, oil and gas, the power sector, bank, e.t.c where workers are presently working in spite of lockdown should provide appropriate personal protective kits for all workers. Liberalise mass testing for COVID -19 in the communities to ascertain the prevalence and prompt containment ofthe disease. No to privileged testing.

I pray that the coronavirus end soon.

