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Question

1. Termination of pregnancy:

A 30-years-old lawyer, Charity, is happily married and has a good income. She has just discovered she is pregnant. She does want children at some point but has also just been nominated for promotion at work. She knows she would not get the promotion if she told her boss she was pregnant.

She decides that, at this time in her life, the promotion is more important to her than having a baby. She consults her general practitioner (GP) a few weeks later, having finally decided that she would like to have an abortion. She asks the GP about whether she has a right to an abortion.

Questions

a. What are the grounds for a lawful termination of pregnancy?

b. Does the potential father (Charity’s husband) have any legal rights in this decision?

ON THE FIRST ISSUE: WHAT ARE THE GROUNDS FOR A LAWFUL TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY
Among the four principles of health care ethics, which constitute the core parts of the string that runs through proper medical practice. The principle of autonomy stands out, the autonomy of a patient is considered to be of utmost importance, this principle refers to the right a patient has to determine what should be done with his or her own body. It is also noteworthy to keep in mind that, the principle of autonomy and the term autonomy are severed yet interconnected by a thin line. However in this work among the various types of autonomy, procreative autonomy is one which much attention will be given to as the writer strives to discuss the grounds for unlawful termination of pregnancy and the rights if any a potential father would have in this instance where a his wife wants to have an abortion.
There is no universal agreement on the time life begins and thus determining when one has come in violation of another’s right to life is still fraught with many complexities in different jurisdictions. This uncertainty exists due to various reasons including but not limited to the complexity of the whole biological process, the diversity of views, and the lack of agreement as to how to reach consensus on the problem. Thus the time frame within which an abortion is carried out is payed close attention to, in order not to deprive a person of his or her right to life, because aborting in the wrong foetal stage will constitute a crime. It is noteworthy that a pregnancy can be terminated unlawfully or lawfully however to this end there are grounds for lawful termination of pregnancy which will be discussed below.
RULES

There are different types of abortion and abortion can be done for a variety of purposes however induced abortion would be given more attention. Before defining induced abortion it is important to define the term abortion. According to the black’s law dictionary abortion is defined as the spontaneous or artificially induced expulsion of an embryo or fetus. In the case of Roe v Wade
 the Supreme Court first recognized a women’s right to choose to end her pregnancy as a private right stemming from the due process clause of the 14th amendment. Induced abortion on the other hand has been defined to mean termination of pregnancy by intervention, artificial means such as oral medication, injection, surgical procedures. 
In our jurisdiction abortion is governed by the Criminal Code. Section 228 of the criminal code provides that any person who attempts or procures an abortion for another person is guilty of a felony, Section 229 provides that where a person procures her own miscarriage she will be guilty of a felony, Section 230 of the Act provides that one who supplies to or procures drugs or instruments to facilitate an abortion is guilty of a felony according to the Criminal code abortion is illegal however there are various exceptions 
Abortion becomes legal and is permitted in very limited circumstances which include.
1) where the continued pregnancy would endanger the life of the woman (297 Criminal Code Act) 

2)  Where the child when born would be seriously handicapped 

3) Where the pregnancy is a result of rape or incest 
4) When a pregnancy is terminated by a registered medical practitioner 

5) When two registered medical practitioners are of the opinion formed in good faith:
a. That the pregnancy has not exceeded its 20th week and the continuing of pregnancy would invoke risk greater than if the pregnancy were terminated 
b. That the termination of pregnancy is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant woman 
c. That the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk to the life of the pregnant woman greater than if pregnancy were terminated 
d. That there is a substantial risk that if the child were born as It would suffer from physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped 
APPLICATION shouldn’t pass the 20th week so there wont be complications
In this hypothetical case Charity seeks to procure and abortion at this time in her life where a promotion is more important to her than having a baby but that does not constitute a valid ground. Although she has consulted her general practitioner Charity will not be terminating the pregnancy lawfully as her reason does not fall among the valid lawful grounds. Even in a situation where it did the pregnancy should have exceeded the 20th week so there would not be complications.
If it her reason for termination fell under any of the lawful grounds she could have been able to lawfully terminate the pregnancy and exercise her rights to abort as her right to autonomy, right to human dignity, right to life in this regard and her termination of the pregnancy will fall under the exceptions provided as a lawful ground for termination coupled with the fact that she has a registered medical practitioner to carry out the operation.
CONCLUSION
Induced abortion is the willful expulsion of the foetus before birth, save for the exceptions, it is unlawful and amounts to criminal abortion Charity’s hopeful termination of pregnancy does not fall under any other exception and therefore it will be illegal.
DOES THE POTENTIAL FATHER (CHARITY’S HUSBAND) HAVE ANY LEGAL RIGHTS IN THIS DECISION

When it comes to the issue of abortion they are a lot of opinions and rights which on the surface seemed to be involved. The three major rights here include the right to life, life to dignity and right to autonomy. The rights that an unborn child has are still in question as when life begins is still a delicate issue on fraught with many opinions. However one thing for sure is that the father figure has no right in the decision charity is making to terminate her pregnancy. Giving another person such a right over what another person does with her body would be a contravention of Charity’s right to autonomy. Hence under the Nigerian law charity’s husband has no legal rights in the decision. As opposed to what might stand in other jurisdictions for example in China.
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