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WHAT IS LAW?

Law is the system of rules which a particular country or community recognizes as regulating the actions of its its members and which it may be enforced by the imposition of the penalties.

          There are several sources of law but they can be divided into two parts mainly: 

1. Primary sources of law 

2. Secondary sources of law 

Primary sources of law includes or consists of ( Nigerian legislation, Received English laws,case law or judicial precedent, customary law and the constitution). But i will be talking majorly on the secondary sources of law 
Secondary source are mostly in documentary form. They are important because it is in book form that written laws are stated. Some of these sources are law reports, textbooks, periodicals, journals and law digests etc.

(a) law reports: law reports as well as an efficient law reporting system are essential for a smooth system  of judicial  administration. This is because in any nation where the principles of judicial precedent is operational like Nigerian, it is only by reference to reported cases that courts and lawyers would be able to ascertain the position of law in their areas of jurisdiction. The oldest species of law reports are the year books, they are regarded as the most comprehensive reports but are criticized to have been mere notes taken by students and practitioners of law for educational or professional purposes. The first form of law reports in Nigeria was the Nigerian law reports which emerged in1881 but today they are have become extinct. 

(b) law textbooks, books and treatises:  a textbook or treatise written by learned scholars and jurists constitute a very important source of Nigerian law. It is the same experience in virtually all legal systems. All these present a potent source of Nigerian law and can be authority where there is scanty or absence of judicial decisions, in which situation they could be if persuasive authorities. Where such works are cited, the weight to be attached to them will depend on the personality of the author and the significance of the subject covered.

(c) Periodicals , journals and legal digests: these are produced in various forms and colours in Nigeria. Some are professional while some are academic and yet some are an admixture of both. For instance in Nigeria there exist learned journals published by different law faculties as well as private law publishers. All provide helpful guidance in interpreting Nigerian law.

(D) law digests: digests are equally available for example, the  digest of supreme court cases. Digests are abridgements of cases that is, they are useful summaries of the facts, issues, arguments and decisions in judicial proceedings. Some foreign legal dictionaries are also available in Nigeria. Some of these are Jowett’s dictionary of English law, Stroud’s judicial dictionary etc.

(E) New items from newspaper, watching television, listening to radio- mass media.

         International law is ordinary regarded as a secondary of law but it becomes primary when a treaty or law becomes domesticated which is by virtues of section 12 sub section 1 of the 1999 constitution. 

         In conclusion secondary sources of law furish information are derived from the primary sources of law through examination of the primary sources, critic of the primary sources or even through discussion bothering on the primary source in order words the secondary sources provide explanation to the primary sources. They are secondary because they are not authoritative but persuasive. Secondary sources of law are better than primary because they are documented down and can always be referred to any time while primary sources mostly unwritten.
