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THECORONAVIRUS:DEFINITION,ORIGIN,SYMPTOMSANDHOW IT'SAFFECTINGTHE

CITIZENSOFNIGERIA.

AsofApril21,morethan170,368peopleworldwidehavediedofCOVID-19,thehighly

infectiousrespiratorydiseasecausedbythecoronavirus.

ThenumberofpeoplewhohavetestedpositiveforCOVID-19hasexceeded2.4million,

accordingtodatacompiledbyJohnsHopkinsUniversity.Morethan651,000peoplehave

recovered.

Whatisacoronavirus?

AccordingtotheWorldHealthOrganization(WHO),coronavirusesareafamilyofvirusesthat

causeillnessesrangingfrom thecommoncoldtomoreseverediseasessuchassevereacute

respiratorysyndrome(SARS)andtheMiddleEastrespiratorysyndrome(MERS).

Theseviruseswereoriginallytransmittedfrom animalstopeople.SARS,forinstance,was

transmittedfrom civetcatstohumanswhileMERSmovedtohumansfrom atypeofcamel.

Severalknowncoronavirusesarecirculatinginanimalsthathavenotyetinfectedhumans.

Thenamecoronaviruscomesfrom theLatinwordcorona,meaningcrownorhalo.Underan

electronmicroscope,theviruslookslikeitissurroundedbyasolarcorona.

Thenovelcoronavirus,identifiedbyChineseauthoritiesonJanuary7andsincenamedSARS-

CoV-2,isanewstrainthathadnotbeenpreviouslyidentifiedinhumans.Littleisknownabout

it,althoughhuman-to-humantransmissionhasbeenconfirmed

Whatarethesymptoms?

AccordingtotheWHO,signsofinfectionincludefever,cough,shortnessofbreathand

breathingdifficulties.

Inmoreseverecases,itcanleadtopneumonia,multipleorganfailureandevendeath.

Currentestimatesoftheincubationperiod-thetimebetweeninfectionandtheonsetof

symptoms-rangefrom oneto14days.Mostinfectedpeopleshowsymptomswithinfivetosix

days.

However,infectedpatientscanalsobeasymptomatic,meaningtheydonotdisplayany



symptomsdespitehavingthevirusintheirsystems.

Howdeadlyisit?

Thenumberoffatalitiesfrom thenewcoronavirushasoverwhelminglysurpassedthetollof

the2002-2003SARSoutbreak,whichalsooriginatedinChina.

SARSkilledabout9percentofthoseitinfected-nearly800peopleworldwideandmorethan

300inChinaalone.MERS,whichdidnotspreadaswidely,wasmoredeadly,killingone-thirdof

thoseinfected.

WhilethenewcoronavirusismorewidespreadthanSARSintermsofcasenumbers,the

mortalityrateremainsconsiderablyloweratapproximately3.4percent,accordingtotheWHO.

AccordingtotheCentersforDiseaseControlandPrevention(CDC),olderpeopleareathigher

riskforsevereillnessfrom COVID-19whichmayresultinincreasedstressduringacrisis.

Peoplewhohavesevereunderlyingmedicalconditionslikeheartorlungdiseaseordiabetes

alsoseem tobeathighriskfordevelopingmoreseriouscomplicationsfrom COVID-19illness.

Wherehavecasesbeenreported?

SinceMarch16,morecaseswereregisteredoutsidemainlandChinathaninside,markinga

newmilestoneinthespreadoftheglobalpandemic.

Thevirushasspreadfrom Chinaallaroundtheworld,promptingtheWHOtolabeltheCOVID-

19outbreakapandemic.

Human-to-humantransmissionsbecameevidentaftercaseswererecordedwithnoapparent

linktoChina.

Readaboutwhichcountrieshaveconfirmedcaseshere.

Whatisbeingdonetostopitfrom spreading?

Scientistsaroundtheglobeareracingtodevelopavaccinebuthavewarneditisnotlikelyone

willbeavailableformassdistributionbefore2021.

Meanwhile,agrowingnumberofcountrieshaveintroducedaseriesofsweepingmeasuresto

slowthespreadofthecoronavirus,includingnationwidelockdowns,bansongatherings,

closureofschools,restaurants,barsandsportsclubs,aswellasissuingmandatorywork-from

-homedecrees.

Internationalairlineshavecancelledflightstheworldover.Somecountrieshavebannednon-

citizensfrom enteringtheirterritories,andseveralmorehaveevacuatedtheircitizensfrom



abroad.

Wheredidthevirusoriginate?

Chinesehealthauthoritiesarestilltryingtodeterminetheoriginofthevirus,whichtheysay

likelycamefrom aseafoodmarketinWuhan,Chinawherewildlifewasalsotradedillegally.

OnFebruary7,Chineseresearcherssaidtheviruscouldhavespreadfrom aninfectedanimal

speciestohumansthroughillegally-traffickedpangolins,whichareprizedinAsiaforfoodand

medicine.

Scientistshavepointedtoeitherbatsorsnakesaspossiblesourcesofthevirus.

Isthisaglobalemergency?

Yes,thisoutbreakisaglobalhealthemergency,theWHOsaidonJanuary30,raisingthealarm

furtheronMarch11whenitdeclaredthecrisisapandemic.

Theinternationalhealthalertisacalltocountriesaroundtheworldtocoordinatetheir

responseundertheguidanceoftheWHO.

Therehavebeenfiveglobalhealthemergenciessince2005whenthedeclarationwas

formalised:swinefluin2009,polioin2014,Ebolain2014,Zikain2016andEbolaagainin

2019

Nigeriaannounceslockdownofmajorcitiestocurbcoronavirus

Nigeriaimplementedasweepingquarantineforthreemajorstatesthatarehometoalmost30

millionpeopleinabidtoslowthespreadofthenewcoronavirusinAfrica'smostpopulous

country.

ThelockdowninLagos,AbujaandOgunkicksinat11pm localtime(22:00GMT)onMonday

andwillstayinplaceforatleasttwoweeks,PresidentMuhammaduBuhariannouncedon

Sunday,alittleoveramonthafterNigeriaconfirmeditsfirstcase.

"Allcitizensintheseareasaretostayintheirhomes.Traveltoorfrom otherstatesshouldbe

postponed.Allbusinessesandofficeswithintheselocationsshouldbefullyclosedduringthis

period,"Buharisaidinanaddresstothenation.

Hometoanestimated20millionpeople,LagosisAfrica'smostpopulouscityandNigeria's

financialhub.Abujaisthecapitalofthecountryandtheseatofitsgovernment.Oil-richRivers

stateandKadunastateinthenorthearlierimposedsimilarlockdownmeasures.

Therestrictionsannounceddonotapplytohospitalsandstoressellingessentialitemssuch

asgroceriesandmedicine.

"Wewillusethiscontainmentperiodtoidentify,traceandisolateallindividualsthathavecome



intocontactwithconfirmedcases,"Buharisaid.

Fearofpricerises

TheannouncementtriggeredpanicamongmanyinLagos,theepicentreofthecoronavirus

outbreakinthecountrywhichhassofarinfected111peopleandcausedonedeath.

OnMonday,residentsinLagosfloodedmarketsandstorestobuyfoodandotheritems.

BoseOdumosu,amotheroffive,toldAlJazeerathatshewillusethenexthourstostockupon

foodforherfamily.

"Iwasexpectingthegovernmenttogiveusafewdaystosortoutourdomesticneedsbefore

theannouncement.Ifeelthesuddenrestrictionwillcausethepriceofcommoditiesto

increase,"Odumosusaid.

Shopassistantswearingfacemaskstopreventagainstthespreadofthenewcoronavirustake

stockinasupermarketinLagos,NigeriaFriday,March27,2020.]

Buharisaidallbranchesofgovernmenthavebeenmobilised"toconfrontwhathasnow

becomebothahealthemergencyandaneconomiccrisis",butthelockdownmeansadditional

financialpainformillionsofinformallabourerswhorelyheavilyontheirdailyearningsto

survive.

OlatunjiAkintan,abricklayer,andhiswife,apettytrader,liveinatwo-room apartmentwith

theirtwosonsinOjodu,asuburbofLagos.Everyday,Akintancommutestodifferentlocations

inthemegacityinsearchofajobandonlygetspaidwhenheishiredbybuildingcontractors

fortheday.

Now,the56-year-oldfacesatwo-weekhomequarantinewithoutanyincome.

"SinceJanuary,IhavenotdonemuchworksoIhavenosavings.Ihavebeenthinkingofwhat

todowiththelittlemoneyIhavefortwoweeks,"AkintantoldAlJazeera.

"HowdoIraisemoneynowthatIwon'tbeworkingforthenextfewdays?Someofuswillbe

forcedtobuyfoodoncreditifwecanfindthosewillingtosell."

Inhisspeech,Buhariannouncedaseriesofmeasuresaimedatrelievingsomeofthe

economicpainincludingathree-monthmoratorium ongovernmentloanrepayments.

"Forthemostvulnerableinoursociety,Ihavedirectedthattheconditionalcashtransfersfor

thenexttwomonthsbepaidimmediately.OurInternallydisplacedpersonswillalsoreceive

twomonthsoffoodrationsinthecomingweeks,"Buharisaid.

FinancialanalystOluwatosinOlaseindesaid:"Thebiggestpalliativeobviouslywouldbefood."



"Thepresidentannouncedafewexemptionsintermsofmovementforagriculturalproduce,

whichshouldhelpcushiontheeffect,"OlaseindetoldAlJazeera,citingexemptionsrelatedto

foodprocessinganddistribution.

"Ideally,Iwouldlovetoseesomefinancialassistancetogroupscapturedininitiativeslikethe

TraderMoneyScheme,"shesaid,referringtoagovernmentprojectinvolvingthedistributionof

loanstosmalltraderstosupporttheirbusinesses.

Womensellfacemasksandgloves,topreventthespreadofthenewcoronavirus,to

passengersatapublicminibusstationinLagos,NigeriaFriday,March27,2020

Acrosstheworld,theoutbreakofthenewcoronavirushasstrainedhealthcaresystemsandhit

economieshard,withfewcountriesexpectedtoemergeunscathedbythepandemic'sfinancial

effect.

Nigeriaisalreadyfeelingthepinchwithoilpricesplunging.Thecountryistheworld'seighth-

largestoilexporter,andalmost90percentofitsexportearningsaretiedtooil.

Shuttingdownthecountry'sfinancialcapital,Lagos,isexpectedtofurtheraddtoanimpending

economiccrisis

"Therewillbeaslowdowninthecountry'sGDPforthefirstquarteroftheyear,"Olaseindesaid.

"Youhavefivekeystatesinthecountryessentiallygrounded.Thatwillleadtoalossof

revenueforcompaniesandindividuals.Youcouldalsoseesupplyshocks."

Meanwhile,electricityremainsamajorchallengeinthecountry.Mostpeoplerelyoncostly

diesel-poweredgeneratorstopowertheirhomesandkeepbusinessesafloat.

"HowdoIsustainmyjobongeneratorsfor14daysifwecontinuetoexperiencechronicpower

shortages?That'salmostimpossible,"ITsystem analystSamuelEdehtoldAlJazeera.

"Ihopetheyhavefactoredsteadypowersupplyintothelockdownplansothatsomeofuscan

keepupwithworkathome,"hetoldAlJazeera.

Familiesarealsohopingforregularpowersupplyduringtheperiodofquarantine.

"Withregularelectricity,Icanstoremyfoodandalsokeepmychildrenentertainedduringthe

lockdown,"Odumosusaid.


