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(1) WHAT IS A FAMILY 

             Family is defined as a specific group of people that may be made up of partners, children , parents, aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents. Family can also mean a group of people who share common ancestors. Family can be defined purely in terms of sharing a household, a collection of individuals living together. Family as a group of persons connected by blood or by affinity or through law within two or three generations. It can also be said to be a group of persons living together and having a shared commitment in taking domesticated responsibilities.

            Sociologists  are interested in the relationship between the institution of marriage and institution of family because, historically marriages are what create a family. Sociologists define family as a socially recognized group ( usually joined by blood, marriage, cohabitation or adoption)that forms an emotional connection and serves as a economic unit of society.

(2) THE FUNCTIONS OF FAMILY 

        (A) STABLE SATISFACTION OF SEXUAL NEEDS: This is the most important essential function of family. Family has been performing this functions since the inceptions of human civilisation. It is a well known fact that sex urge is the most important and powerful. Instinct and natural urge of human being. Ancient Hindu philosopher manu and vastsayan opines that satisfaction of sex needs is the primary objective of family. 

(B) PROCREATION AND REARING OF CHILDREN:  Necessary  arrangement of stable satisfaction of sexual urge resulted in procreation. Family provides the legitimate basis for the production of children.  By performing this function of procreation family contributes to the continuity of family and ultimately human face. Its provide food, shelter, affection, protection and security to all its members. It plays a vital role in the process 0f socialization of child. 

(C) PROVISION OF HOME:  Family performs another important function of providing a home for common living all its members. It is only in a home that children are born and brought up. Even if children are born in hospitals in modern time still they are taken care of and properly nourished in a home only. In a home family performs the role of a modern club.

(D) SOCIALIZATION: It is said is not born human but made human. New born human baby became human being after they are socialized family plays an important role in the socialization process. It is one of the primary agents of socialization living in a family human baby learns norms, values , morals  and ideals of society. He learns culture and acquires character through the process of socialization.

(E) Family also provides secondary functions like, economic, educational, Religion and health related function.

(3) DICUSS THE AFRICAN  TRADITIONAL FAMILY 

       The subject of traditional family pattern in Africa is so broad that it cannot be adequately addressed expect in more light is shade on it. The cultural and physical diversity added with the dramatic social changes of the last three decades on the continent makes the family pattern situation so variaged as to defy any sweeping generalizations. Many family systems in Africa can be defined in terms of two broad kinds of relationships which is either patrineal or matrilineal. They also practice polygamous family type which makes them have a lot of children. They involve in household type too where two nuclear families living in the same compound. 

(4)DICUSS YOUR NUCLEAR FAMILY 

     First a nuclear family is a family that consists of father, mother and children. So my nuclear family consists of my father- Rev. Segun Ladeinde, my mother- Mrs temitope Ladeinde, and children which includes i- Oluwatamilore Ladeinde and my sister- Oluwatairebomiyika Ladeinde so my nuclear family tries as much to provide all the adequate functions of a family in order to make us stable mentally, emotionally and materially too. Also functions of the father in family is to provide the basis and other needs of the family. The mother trains up are children and the children obey all instructions which they are giving.
(5)  DRAW YOUR FAMILY TREE
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