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REPORTONTHECORONAVIRUSPANDEMICANDTHEEFFECTSOFTHELOCKDOWN

ANDRESTRICTIONOFMOVEMENTONNIGERIANS

Theyear2020camewithhighhopesofgreatexpectations.Theeconomicforecast

predictedabetteryearandevenadecadeofgreatermeasuresforbusinessesand

individualswhilestillintheeuphoriacelebration,aboutwhatthenewyearanddecade

hastoofferwithgreatexpectations,littledidweknowwewillfaceagloballockdown.

Usuallylockdownisoftendoneorpronouncedbythegovernmenttostopinsecurity,war,

terrorismattimestostoptheoutbreakofdisease.

Itisoftenaperiodwherecurfewisplaced.Thisdemandlovedonesmakingefforts

tocheckoneachothertoconfirmthesafetyandwellbeing.Thistimearoundthe

lockdowniscausedbytheoutbreakofavirusdiseasecalledCoronaVirusotherwise

knownas"Covid19"whichhavedevastatedtheworldin2020,causingthousandsof

deathandeconomicslowdown



AccordingtotheWorldHealthOrganisation(WHO),coronavirusdisease"Covid19"

isaninfectiousdiseasecausedbyanewlydiscoveredvirus.Mostpeopleinfectedwith

"Covid19"viruswillexperiencemildtomoderaterespiratoryillnessandrecoverwithout

requiringspecialtreatment.Olderpeopleandthosewithunderlyingmedicalproblemlike

cardio-vasculardiseases,diabetes,chronicrespiratorydiseasesandcanceraremore

likelytodevelopseriousillness.TheCoronaVirusspreadsprimarilythroughdropletsof

salivaordischargefromthenosewhenaninfectedpersoncoughsorsneezes.Presently,

therearenospecificvaccinesortreatmentforCoronaVirus.However,therearemany

ongoingclinicaltrialsevaluatingpotentialtreatment.

However,inNigeriatheeffortofthegovernmentthroughtheMinistryofHealth,

theNationalcentrefordiseasecontrol(NCDC),andStateGovernorsarehighly

commendable.Alsotheeffortofprivateorganisation,religiousorganisationand

nonprofitorganisation(NGO)arehighlycommendable.Alltheseorganisationshaveall

goneasfarassensitizingthegeneralpubliconpersonalhygiene,socialdistancingand

thecalltostayathomeisallweneedtoreducethespreadofthevirus.Thesebodies

hasalsogoneasfarasgivingoutfooditemsasapalliativewayofcushiontheeffectof

thelockdown.TheimpactofthelockdowninNigeriacannotbeoveremphasizedbecause

ithasaffectedallaspectofourliveswhichincludeourmodeofworship,social

gatheringssuchasweddingceremonieshaspostponedtillfurthernotice,birthday

celebrationhasbeencancelled,lifemusicalconcerthavenotbeenexempted.Themajor

effectsareonoureconomybecauseeverysectoronewayortheotherhasbeen

affected.TheCovid19pandemiccamewithitsattendantoilpricecrashwhichisthe

majorsourceofincomeinourcountryNigeria.Throughpastandeventhepresent



governmenthadonmanyoccasionsmouthedtheneedtotaketheeconomyoutofthe

dependenceonoil,nowthepresenteconomicrealityworkerssalariesmaybeon

jeopardy.

ShortlybeforetheCoronaVirushittheworld,Nigeriahadbeendesignatedas

thepovertyheadquartersoftheworldwith87million.Nigeriaoraroundhalfof

countriespopulationsthoughttobelivingonlessthan$190perdayapproximatelyless

than700nairaperday.

Finally,currentmeasuresputinplacebytheFederalmeasuresputinplaceby

thefederalgovernmenttocurbthepandemic,thefigureissettoincreaseandpoor

conditionssettoexacerbate.Muchasourlifehadbeenheldonhold,whatmattersmost

isourwellbeing,asthesayinggoeshealthiswealth.


