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Assignment

Writeareport,ofnotmorethantwopages,ontheCoronaVirus

pandemicandtheeffectsofthelockdownandrestrictionof

movementonNigerians.



Answer

TheNovelCoronavirusDisease(COVID-19)that

startedoutasanepidemicinWuhan,ChinainDecember2019

andendedupasapandemichasthrownthewholeworldintoa

war-likesituation.Thousandsofdeathshavebeenrecorded

cumulativelyforallcountriesacrosstheworld.Healthsystemsin

mostcountriesareoverwhelmedbytheseriouslysickpatientsin

hospitals,manyofwhom areonventilatorsandnursedin

intensivecareunits(ICU).Globalandlocaleconomiesstandat

theirworstindecades;theworldeconomyisnowdeclaredtobe

inrecessionbytheWorldBank/IMF,andcouldeventuallyleadto

thedeepestdepressionsince1929.

WithmorethanTwoMillionInfectionsandOvera

HundredThousandDeathsrecordedglobally,Nigeriawhichisthe

mostpopulouscountryonthecontinentofAfricawithan

estimatedpopulationof200millionhasover600confirmed

casesofCOVID-19and22deathsasof20thApril,2020.These

numbersare,however,farfrom thetruereflectionofthesituation

inNigeria,basedonthefactthattestingisnotbeingcarriedout

onalargescale.TheNigerianCentreforDiseaseControl(NCDC)

statedearlierinthemonththatthepresenttestingvolumeis500

testsperdayandhopedtoincreasethiscapacityto1000ormore

testsperdayinthecomingweeks.Thusfar,lessthan20,000

testshavebeencarriedoutinapopulationof200million.

However,inordertocurtailthemassivespreadofthe

Virus,theFederalGovernmentorderedthelockdownofthemajor

citiesinthecountry(e.gLagos,FCTAbujaandOsun)where



casesofthevirushasbeenreportedtobeescalatingdaily.The

closureofallschools,tertiaryinstitutions,worshipcentersand

publicareaswherelargecrowdsarenormallyfound(e.gweddings,

shows,museums,parks,funerals)hasalsobeeneffectedbythe

government.Massivesensitizationhasbeencarriedoutandis

stillongoingalloverthecountrytoeducatecitizensonhowto

preventthemselvesfrom contractingandalsospreadingtheVirus.

AlthoughsomeStatesinthecountryareyettoimposea

lockdownorclosealltheirlandandwaterroutesleadingintoand

outoftheState,othershaveenforcedthismeasureandhavealso

givenoutpalliatives(fooditems)tocitizenssothattheywillhave

whattoeatduringtheperiodofthelockdown.

Thelockdownhashadnumerouseffectson

Nigerians.Asaresultofthelockdown,Nigeriancitizensfor

example,thebricklayers,tailors,entertainersetc.whonormally

dependontheirdailyhustleinordertobringfoodtotheirtables

andprovidefortheirfamilies,nowhavenomeansofgetting

moneyandprovidingforthemselves.Theworsescenarioisthat

ofthosewhoevenbeforethistimehadnothingtodooreat,now

becauseofthelockdowntheirsituationwouldbecomesobad.

Thepriceofcrudeoil(themajorcontributortoNigeria'seconomy)

tumbledlikeneverbeforeinthelast20years.Itwenttoaslowas

below$20perbarrelfrom above$60justbeforethepandemic.It

hasneverbeenthisbadinthelasttwodecadesandthishas

madeamessoftheNigerianFederalgovernment’sbudget

estimatesfor2020;makingsalariespayment,debtobligations

andotherprojectionsuncertain.Thissignifiestoughtimesahead.


