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AREPORTONCORONAVIRUSPANDEMICANDTHEEFFECTSOFTHE

LOCKDOWNANDRESTRICTIONOFTHEMOVEMENTOFNIGERIANS

ThevirusknownasCoronavirus(COVID–19)whichiscausedbyasevereacuterespiratorysyndrome,

wasfirstidentifiedinDecember2019inWuhan,thecapitalofChina’sHubeiprovince,andhassincespread

globally,resultingintheongoingcoronaviruspandemic.Whencaught,thecommonsymptomsincludefever,

coughandshortnessofbreath.Othersymptomstoconsidermayincludefatigue,diarrhea,sorethroat,

muscleandabdominalpain.Thetimefromexposuretoonsetsymptomsistypicallyfivedaysbutmayrange

fromtwotofourteendays.Thevirusisprimarilyspreadbetweenpeopleduringclosecontact,often

throughsmalldropletsproducedbycoughing,sneezingortalking.Theviruscansurviveonsurfacesforup

to72hours.

CORONAVIRUSINNIGERIA.

Onthe27thofFebruary2020,thefirstcaseofcoronavirusinNigeriawasconfirmedwhenanItalian

citizeninLagostestedpositiveforthevirus.Onthe9thofMarch2020,thesecondcaseoftheviruswas

reportedinEwekoro,OgunState,aNigeriancitizenwhohadcontactwiththeItaliancitizen.Afterthat,

morecasesbegantoariseindifferentstates.Thepresidentdeclaredthatsomevulnerablestatesshould

belockeddown.SomestatesobservethemlikeAbujaOgun,Osun,Ekitiandsoonandsoforth.The

coronavirushascausedalotofthingsinNigeriaandchangedalotofthingsinourcountry,Nigeria.Both

thefederalgovernmentofNigeriaandthefederalministryofhealthhavebeentryingtheirbestto

ensurethattheoutbreakinNigeriaisbeencontrolledandstoppedimmediately.Thegovernmenthasmade

aneffortthroughtheNigeriancenterfordiseasecontrol(NCDC)tocurbthespreadofthevirus.They

createawarenessonprecautionarymeasuresforpeopletoimbibe,theyprovidemedicalfacilitiestotest

people.Astheoutbreakisstillinourcountryandthelockdownisstillongoing,weshouldlistenandactto

thepreventivemeasurethatcankeepussafeinthispandemic.Thefederalgovernmentarereallytrying

theirbesttomakesureNigeriaissafeandweneedtolistentothepreventivemeasuresandputittoact.



EFFECTSOFLOCKDOWNANDRESTRICTIONOFMOVEMENTINNIGERIA

Theterm“lockdown”isastateofisolationorrestrictedaccessinstitutedasasecuritymeasure.The

federalgovernmenthasorderedanultimatelockdowninNigeriaandthisrestrictsthemovementamongthe

Nigerians.TherearepositiveandnegativeeffectsofthelockdowninNigeria.Thepositiveeffectsofthe

lockdowninNigeriaare

 Itallowsfamilytobondtogetheranddothingstogether

 SpendmoretimewithGod

 Relaxationtothosewhodon’thavetimeforthemselvesbeforethelockdown

 Reducethevirusfromspreadingmorefurtherfromothercountriestoourcountry

 Itmakespeopletothinkabouthowtodobusinessesonline

 Peoplearenowwisertomaketheirplansflexibleknowingthatthereisnothingthatcan’tbe

cancelled

Thenegativeeffectsofthelockdowninclude:

 Ithasapooreffectontheeconomy

 Itleadstotheincreaseinthepricesoflimitedgoodsinthemarket.

 Thepoorbecomespoorer

 Peoplestruggletosurvive

 Studentscan’tgotoschoollikeprimary,secondaryandtertiarystudents,whichcauseidleness.

 Theschoolacademiccalendarisextended.Studentswillgraduateasatwhendue.Theirtimeis

extended.


