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COVID-19: THE LOCKDOWN, RESTRICTION OF MOVEMENTS AND IT’S EFFECET ON NIGERIANS
The Covid-19 pandemic is the most recent and most trending occurrence in Nigeria and the world at large. The Covid-19 is short for “Coronavirus Disease 2019”. It is an influenza related disease (as it has symptoms like sneezing) but more like an upgraded version which is communicable (fluid contact from an infected person) infects the lungs of the host which it resides in causing breathing abnormalities. The disease has said to be first found in China and on the 31st of January, 2020 its’ first case was confirmed in Lagos, Nigeria. Due to this tragic occurrence, the Federal government of Nigeria has imposed a total lockdown in certain states where the numbers are high such as Lagos, Abuja and Osun while some other state government placed a restriction on movements in their respective states in order to check the spread of the virus. 
From a distant view, this lockdown and restriction of movements seems to be an awesome idea as it helps reduce the rate at which the numbers rise. The slow growth of the count of confirmed and suspected cases of carriers of the virus seems to be one of the only conspicuous positive effect of the lockdown.
This may sound funny but it’s true. Many families who barely have a bond are made to build one in this period not by choice but by condition. Parents have jobs that occupy them and keep them away from home for hours, days, weeks and even months for those that have to travel. Fortunately, due to this lockdown, parents and children are all at home and at one point get to know each and get involved with themselves.
On the other hand, it has intense negative effects on Nigerians especially economically. Most Nigerians don’t have white collar jobs or jobs that can make pay by working from home rather they earn their living from petty trade and other SME’s (Small and Medium-sized Enterprises). Owners of small shops such as kiosks and little spots at public markets have lost their means of livelihood. The government has not made any clear provision for the below average Nigerian who lacks food during this lockdown period. If much attention is not paid to this issue, more Nigerians may die from hunger and poverty than the Covid-19 itself.
Unlike the ASUU strike which affects only public schools, the Covid-19 pandemic shakes the ground of both public and private schools. Thus, all schools (from basics to the tertiary institutions) across the country have closed in obedience to the order given by the federal government to reduce the spread of the virus. This has resulted in an indefinite pause in normal school activities, students are now at their various homes idle not knowing when next they will continue with their academic work. Although some private schools have resumed lectures via the internet, some other schools cannot afford such platforms. This is indeed a great setback for the academic floor in Nigeria.
Though the lockdown and restriction of movements has its negative effects be quite more than that of the positive, it is for the good of Nigerians and it is in the best of our interest. It is sure one drastic decision but one worth it.

                                              





















 

