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ReportonthecoronaviruspandemicandTheeffectsoflockdownto

Nigeria.

20/04/2020.

Coronavirusdisease(COVID-19)isaninfectiousdiseasecausedbyanewlydiscoveredcoronavirus.

MostpeopleinfectedwiththeCOVID-19viruswillexperiencemildtomoderaterespiratoryillnessand

recoverwithoutrequiringspecialtreatment. Olderpeople,andthosewithunderlyingmedicalproblems

likecardiovasculardisease,diabetes,chronicrespiratorydisease,andcanceraremorelikelytodevelop

seriousillness.

Thenumberofconfirmedcasesofcoronavirusworldwidehassurpassed2.5million.Thegrimlandmark

wasreachedfollowingwarningsfromtheWHOpresident,DrTedrosAdhanomGhebreyesus, that"the

worstisyetaheadofus".

Nigeria’sfederalandstategovernmentsshouldensuretherightstofood,shelter,andotherbasic

necessitiesforpeoplelosingjobsorincomeduringtheCOVID-19pandemic.Theeconomicassistance

thatthegovernmenthasannouncedinresponsetothevirushasexposedinadequaciesinNigeria’s

socialprotectionsystemsandrisksexcludingthecountry’spoorestandmostvulnerablepeople. 

“MillionsofNigeriansobservingtheCOVID-19lockdownlackthefoodandincomethattheirfamilies

needtosurvive,”saidAnietieEwang,NigeriaresearcheratHumanRightsWatch.“Thegovernment



needstocombinepublichealthmeasureswitheffortstopreventthepandemicfromdestroyingthe

livesandlivelihoodsofsociety’spoorestandmostvulnerablepeople.” 

Thelockdown,however,preventsmanyNigeriansworkingininformalsectorfromtravelingtoworkor

conductingtheirbusiness.Localfoodvendorsandtradershaveexpressedfearsovertheirabilitytofeed

theirfamiliesduringthelockdown,withtheirdailyearningstheironlysourceofsustenance.Anincrease

infoodpricesasaresultofthelockdownalsomeansthatmanycannotstockuponnecessities.“Thevast

majorityofpeopleoutsideoftheformalsystemarehitdevastatinglybythelockdown,”saidFelixMorka,

executivedirectoroftheSocialEconomicRightsActionCenter,aLagos-basednongovernmental

organization.“Anydisruptiontotheirdailylivelihoodhasahugeandsignificantimpactontheirabilityto

meettheirmostbasicneeds.”


