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THECORONAVIRUS

Thecoronavirus(COVID-19)isaninfectiousdiseasecausedbyanewlydiscoveredcoronavirus.

Thevirusaffectstherespiratoryorgansonthepersoninfectedandcanbeeasilytransmitted

throughdropletsofsalivaordischargefrom thenosewhenapersoncoughsorsneezes.

Althoughthereisnocureyet,therapidspreadcanbecurbedbywashingyourhandswithsoap

andwater,usingalcoholbasedhandsanitizersandaswellassocialdistancing.

Duetotherapidspreadofthevirus,variouscountriesincludingNigeriahasorderedhercitizens

tostayindoors.Althoughthisisconsideredtakingtherightstepstobattlethispandemic,the

governmentofNigeriatendstoforgetthatNigeriaisathirdworldcountryandmajorityofher

citizensbelongtotheclassdivisionandthishasvariouseffectsonthecitizens.

SomeeffectswhichlockdownandrestrictionofmovementhascausedinNigeriaarecountless

butsomeofthem include;

Highcriminalactivities:someNigeriancitizensgenerateincomeondailybasisfrom bluecollar

jobslikemouldingofblocks,sellingofgoods,carryingofbuildingblocks.Duringthecauseof

thelockdowntherehasbeenunavailabilityofjobs.Thegovernmentontheotherhanddonot

carefortheneedsofthesepeople,hencethesepersonswithoutjobsdonothavewhattoeat.In

responsetothelaxityofthegovernmenttheyhaveresultedtocrime.Therehasbeenasteady

increaseofcrimeinLagosandOgunstateparticularly.

Highcostofliving:duetothelockdowntherehasbeenanincreaseinthecostofliving.People

whoareabletogotothemarketfinditdifficulttopurchasewhattheyneedwiththemoneythey

haveinhand.Somepeoplenolongerworkandhencedonotearnmoneyhencetheyfindit

difficulttomakepurchaseswiththelittlethattheyhave.

Thosewhosellalsousethisopportunitytoexploitothers,althoughitcannotbehelpedbecause

thesearedifficulttimesforeverybody.Itisalsobecauseoftherestrictionofmovementanditis

totheiradvantagebecausepeoplehavelittleornochoiceonwheretopurchasetheiressential

needsfrom.

Somedecidetousethisopportunitytohordeessentialgoodsandthisleadstoinflationofthe

priceoftheseitems.

Increasedviolence:duetothelockdown,therehasbeenanincreaseinthenumbersofsecurity

personalsfoundonthestreets.Someoftheseofficersabusetheirpowerandbeatupcitizens.

Citizensontheotherhandoftentakelawsintotheirownhandsandretaliate.Therateof

violencehasrisentoagreatextentinWarri,DeltaState.

Therehasalsobeenreportedsightingsofjunglejusticesincethelockdown.Peoplewhoare

caughtstealingarebeingbeatenmercilesslybyfellowcitizens.Althoughthingsarehard,thisis

thetimetodisplayloveandaffectiontowardsoneanother,thisisnotthecase.



TherewasdeclarationofafourteendaylockdowninallthestatesinNigeria,howeverduetothe

continuousriseinthenumbersofcaseseverydaytherehasbeenanextensionofthelockdown

invariousstates.Alleveryonecandoistostaysafeathomeandwait.


