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1. A family is a specific group of people made up of patners, children, parents,grandparents, cousins, aunts and uncles, they are group of people who share common ancestors. They are set of parents living with their children.

     The  family is the most basic institution in any society and it is the social context into which members of a society derive their primary identity. Sociologists have come up with different definitions of the family and thus us owing to the fact that the family has various manifestations, organisations and structures in various societies.

2. The family performs various essential functions like they perform social functions, economic functions, educational functions, emotional functions, religious functions and so on.

 i.Social function of family: To describe the family as a social institution, we have to reveal its universal character which is that family is the most common form of socialization. The family as a social institution is connected to the society, therefore some functions directly related the requirements to the society. The social functions of the family is to ensure social norms and rules by family members. This functions helps the family interact well with the social world. It helps to establish cultural relations with other social institutions and presents itself as the primary unit of the society.

ii. Economic functions: This function is aimed at satisfying material needs of the family. In a way it contributes to the physical strengths and health preservation in a family;functions like labour distribution, in the sense that it was said that in a family the men go out and work while the women stay and home precisely in the kitchen, but in this generation has changed, women are now the breadwinners of the family family and there are now men who become stay at home fathers. This is just explaining that the economic function of the family is done, by sharing the work of the family accurately so everyone can partake in the growth of the family.

              The impact of this function is to ensure fair distribution of economic and household responsibilities in the family. This is would strengthen the relationship between the family members and fair play in the family.

iii. Educational functions: To perform this function the family has to endure the primary socialization of the child, ensure the development of his intellectual traits and personal qualities  until they are socially mature enough. Family is meant to have an impact of the minds of the family members throughout their lives. The parents actions influence the children and also the children's action also influence the children.

iv. Emotional functions: This is providing the family needs with sympathy,respect, recognition, emotional support and psychological protection. This functions allows members to share their feeling whenever they are feeling sad or happy, talk about their failures and greivances. Tjis helps to restore and replenish mental strength and maintain good vitality.

3.  The significant traits in Traditional African Family are matrilineality, patrilineality and the practice of polygamy. These were the things that distinguished African from Europeans.

      One widely known aspect that distinguishes the African traditional family, say from the European one, is the perversity of polygamy,polygamy is the act of an individual being married to more than one spouse at the same time, but it is most polygyny that is practice in Africa; polygyny,the legal marriage of one man to two or more women, and because of its perversity, the presence and absence of polygyny was a significant determinant and indicator of the nature of virtually every African social group. This is the backbone of most Traditonal African families. This wa practiced to increase the children so that there would be more workers to do work family farms hence wealthbis gotten from family work.

4. Nuclear family: The nuclear family refers to a couple along with any dependent or unmarried children who share a residence and form a social unit. In other words it is made up of a husband,wife and dependent children living together in a single dwelling. The nuclear family is the smallest unit of society also known as Elementary family.

               We are six in my family (including my parents), so my nuclear family consist of my parents (father and mother) and the remaining four children; my brother , the first born, my sister, the second born then me and my brother, the last born.
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