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QUESTIONS :

·      What is family?
Sociologists have come up with different definitions of the family and this is owing to the fact that the family has various manifestations, organization and structures in various societies. Mair (1972), defined the family as a domestic group in which parents and children live together, and in its elementary form consists of a couple and their children. Smith and Preston (1982), defined the family as a social group whose members are related either through common ancestry or marriage and are bound by moral and economic rights and duties. The family is seen as the main pillar block of a community. 
· Discuss the functions of the family.

a. Nuture: Every child is born into a family and every child is expected to be fed,clothed,educated and cared for. This responsibility or duty or function lies in the hands of the family ; hence the family ensures the provision of the welfare needs of the children thereby ensuring the survival of the next generation.

b. Stable satisfaction of sex need: This is the primary and essential function of family. Sex instinct is the natural urge of human being. The satisfaction of this need requires that both Male and female should libe together as life partners. It is the family where the husband and wife can satisfy their sex instincts easily  and comfortably. Without family the satisfaction of sex need is almost socially quite impossible. A family not only satisfies but also provides the appropriate mechanism through marriage to regulate the sexual behaviour of husband and wife. 

c. Procreation : The family through the regulation of sexual relationship function fulfils the biological need of reproduction and perpetuation of both the immediate family and the society as a whole. It is another essential function of family. This function of the family contributes to the continunity of family and ultimately perpetuates the human race as a whole. 

d. Protection and care of the young: Protection and the care of the young is another essential function of the family. It is regarded as an institution par excellence for the production and rearing of children. It is true that no other institution can take required care of the child like family. The child at birth  is completely helpless and cannot survive at all without the help of the family. It is the family which provides care, protection, security and fulfils all other needs to him fit in the society. 

e. Provision of a home: family makes a provision of a home or a common habitation for its members. Here both the husband and wife if libe together make provisions for the protection and care of the children. It is a place of multifarious activities. All the members of the family depend on home for comfort, protection and peace. It is that institution which provides the mental or the emotional satisfaction. Members of the family exchange their love, sympathy and affection among themselves. 

f. Educational function: The family is regarded as the first school of children. The family provides the basis for the child's formal learning and gives the child his or her basic training in the social attitudes and habits.

g. Religious functions : The family is the center for the religious training of the children. The family used the teach the children the religious values, moral precepts etc. It is through the family the religious inheritance is passed on to the next generation. 

h. Affection and companionship: The family is expected to provide affection and companionship for its members. Children are given warm affection within the fami5to develop a positive self-image, and adults in the family need intimate companionship to cope with life. This breeds a sense of belonging. 

· Discuss the African traditional family.
This topic of African traditional family is soo broad that it can't be adequately addressed in few lines. Traditionally, African family practice polygamy because of the idea that the larger the family or clan, the more the workers there are to work on the family farms. Traditional African family patterns are slowly but progressively being altered as a result of the process of modernization which is exhibited through trends like urbanization. Family patterns that were the norm in traditional rural African societies are gradually being altered by substimuted by modern values. African families are increasingly faced with the changllenges and pressure emanating from the competition prevailing between traditional and modern family values. Contemporary African family patterns are subjected to changes that emanate as a result of the amelioration economic conditions, education and health opportunities. The most popular trend is that of the prevalence of family patterns that are increasingly merging traditional and modern marriages, norms, values or practices. In conclusion, African family patterns are increasingly faced with the changllenges and pressure between traditional and modern family values and structures. There is the steady increase in the pace towards the abandonment of traditional practices for modern ones.

· Discuss your Nuclear family.
The nuclear family refers to a couple along with any dependent, unmarried children who share a residence and form a social unit. In other words it is made up of a husband, wife and children living together in a single dwelling. The nuclear family is the smallest unit of society and it is also called the elementary family.

My nuclear family is made up of my father, my mother and my siblings. I have three siblings including me making four. Two older sisters and a younger brother. My eldest sister is Olamiji who is 21, then Torera who is 20, then me I am 26, lastly my brother whom is 13. In conclusion, my nuclear family is made up of my father, his wife my mother and my siblings.

· Draw your family tree.

My nuclear family tree:





Tajudeen onikate-amosu 
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Modupe onikate-amosu 


(Mother)





Olamiji onikate-amosu 


( child 1) 





Olamitorera onikate-amosu 


( child 2)





Olamipo onikate-amosu 


( child 3) 





Olamikun onikate-amosu 


(Child 4)








